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Brilliant Elementary Student Takes Top Honor

The Alabama Department of Archives and History recently dedicated a new $18 million west wing addition to the building that houses Alabama’s historic records and artifacts.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1On a cool Saturday morning, October 8, 2005, the “West Wing Fling” began with an official ribbon-cutting.  First Lady Patsy Riley assisted Kameron Smith in cutting the ribbon formally opening the new wing.  Kameron is a 4th grader from Mrs. Betty Mitchell’s class at Brilliant Elementary in Marion County.  Kameron won the opportunity to cut the ribbon by submitting the winning essay in a contest for 4th graders.  Kameron’s essay was chosen from more than 500 essays submitted by students from all across Alabama.   

Kameron is the son of Amanda Smith and James Smith.  Kameron’s mother, brother, grandmother, and teacher all travelled to Montgomery to watch him take top honors on the program with Governor Bob Riley, First Lady Patsy Riley, and other dignitaries.   Mrs. Riley introduced Kameron to the large crowd assembled in front of the Archives building, and read his award-winning essay.  Afterwards, Kameron cut the large red ribbon, assisted by Mrs. Riley and runner-up Alex Kim from Ogletree Elementary in Auburn.  Kameron’s winning essay is on display in the Archives Hands-On Gallery, along with the essays from the other finalists.

Following three years of construction, the new west wing of the Department of Archives and History in downtown Montgomery was officially opened to the public with the West Wing Fling celebration on October 8, 2005.  Other events of the West Wing Fling included children’s activities, living history encampments, lectures and books by Alabama authors, traditional Alabama music, and tours of the new west wing.  The Department of Archives and History was created in 1901, the first department of its kind in the country, and it served as a model for other states. The department’s mandate is to preserve historic documents and artifacts, to provide educational opportunities, and to maintain resources for research. The west wing remains a work in progress and will grow and develop as an educational and research center for Alabama.

Kameron Smith (center),

assisted by First Lady Patsy Riley and Alex Kim, cuts the ribbon to dedicate the new Archives west wing, while Archives Director Ed Bridges looks on.
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