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West Wing Fling a Great Start to Fall

All of Alabama is invited to join the staff and volunteers of the Alabama Department of Archives and History for the grand opening of the department’s new west wing.  It’s a fitting way to kick off the fall season with activities on the beautiful grounds of ADAH Saturday, October 8, 9:00-4:00.  The event is free of charge.  The Archives is located at 624 Washington Avenue, across from the south side of the State Capitol in downtown Montgomery. 

The “West Wing Fling” begins with an official ribbon-cutting at 9:00 A.M.  First Lady Patsy Riley will assist Kameron Smith, a 4th grader from Mrs. Betty Mitchell’s class at Brilliant Elementary in Marion County in cutting the ribbon formally opening the new wing.  Kameron won the opportunity to cut the ribbon by submitting the winning essay in a contest for 4th grade students all across Alabama.  Kameron is the son of Amanda Smith and James Smith.  Runner-up was Alex Kim from Ogletree Elementary in Auburn.  

Following the ribbon-cutting, events will unfold rapidly with traditional Alabama music, building tours, living history encampments, story telling, an antique appraisal and preservation service, children’s craft activities, Alabama books, and much, much more. Throughout the day Alabama authors and historians, such as Dr. Leah Rawls Atkins, Bob Ingram, Dr. Wayne Flynt, and Frances Robb will offer their thoughts on different aspects of Alabama history. The famed Gees Bend quilters will be on hand to discuss their art and craft. Rare documents, quilts, and other artifacts from the Archives collections will be on display and behind-the-scenes tours of storage areas will be offered.  Posters and T-shirts of “Hillbilly Barn Dance” by Wetumpka artist Kelly Fitzpatrick will be on sale and each visitor will receive a souvenir gift with the same image.

“We’re so excited to be able to share with Alabama citizens the pride we take in this new addition.   It will be a great day of celebration for all who care about Alabama history and culture,” said department director Ed Bridges.

The Department of Archives and History was created in 1901, the first department of its kind in the country, and it served as a model for other states. The department’s mandate is to preserve historic documents and artifacts of Alabama and to provide educational programs about Alabama history.  Following three years of construction, the new west wing of the Department of Archives and History will be dedicated on October 8 and will grow and develop as an educational and research center for Alabama.

To request a media kit, call Sherrie Hamil at 334.353.4712 or at sherrie.hamil@archives.alabama.gov.
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