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ArchiTreats: Food for Thought celebrates the Year of Alabama History through a series 

of sequential lectures in Alabama history by leading experts in the field.  Join us at noon on 

Thursday, May 21 as Robert B. Bradley presents The Civil War in Alabama. This 

presentation will be held at the Alabama Department of Archives and History.  

          The Civil War in Alabama will focus upon the events and activities which took place 

within the state from secession until the final days of the war. According to Bradley, many of the 

most significant events which took place in Alabama are frequently treated as local history when, 

in fact, they were part of a much larger picture. The formation of the Confederate government, 

the decision to fire on Ft. Sumter, the occupation of north Alabama, Streight's raid, Rousseau's 

raid, the Selma manufacturing complex, and the campaign for Mobile are just a few of the topics 

examined in this program. 

Robert (Bob) Bradley is currently the Chief Curator at the Alabama Department of 

Archives and History.  From 1974-1986, he was a historian with the National Park Service, 

specializing in the management, preservation, and interpretation of 18
th-
 to mid 20

th
-century 

fortifications and military sites.  Of his several assignments, his position as Chief Historian at 

Fort Sumter National Monument in Charleston, South Carolina was his favorite.  From 1986-

1988 Bradley was Historic Sites Administrator for the Alabama Historical Commission.  Since 

coming to the Archives in 1988 he has been responsible for the preservation, documentation, and 

conservation of the Department's collection of nearly a half-million artifacts.  He is the author of 

Documenting the Civil War Period Flag Collection at the Alabama Department of Archives and 

History, which is available on the Department's web-site, and he has contributed to a wide 

variety of Civil War publications.  He is also very active in Civil War battlefield preservation. 

This ArchiTreats presentation is made possible by the Friends of the Alabama Archives 

and a grant from the Alabama Humanities Foundation, a state program of the National 

Endowment for the Humanities. The public is invited to bring a sack lunch and enjoy a bit of 

Alabama history. Coffee and tea will be provided by the Friends of the Alabama Archives. For 

more information, call (334) 353-4712. 

www.archives.alabama.gov  

### 

NEWS RELEASE 
Contact: Sherrie Hamil 

334-353-4712 

Release Date: Immediately 


