
Self-Led Tour  

 

 

   

Maximize your visit to the Alabama Department of Archives and History with 
Gallery Brochures, Self‐led guide, and History Hunt. 

 

• Indian Gallery Guide 

Sampler Gallery Guide 

Military Gallery Guide 

Archives History Hunt 

Hands‐on Gallery Assistant will be available

 

• 
 

• 
   

• 
   

 

Please note: 

Teacher is responsible for leading school group through Museum galleries.  

• Teacher has option to use artifact touch cart, Self‐led Guide, or History Hunts. 

• Teacher has option to visit the Hands‐On Gallery.  Students will be admitted to the 
Hands‐on Gallery at 10 minute increments with a 30 student limit each time.  

• Museum Guide will provide a short introduction to the Archives and will be available to 
answer questions and operate Artifact Touch Cart.  

•  to operate Hands‐on Gallery and admit 
students at appropriate time and provide a short introduction to the gallery. 



Self‐ Led Tour Guide 
This guide is designed to provide a basic orientation to the building. For more specific information, please print out the Alabama 
Department of Archives and History’s Gallery Guides. You may also choose to print out the History Hunts for your students to use 
during your visit. 

Welcome to the Alabama Department of Archives and History. The Archives, founded in 1901, is the oldest 
state‐funded archival agency in the United States. Originally housed in the Capitol, the Department was 
moved to its current location in 1940 after WPA funds were secured for an Alabama war memorial building to 
house the state archives. The Department’s millions of documents and artifacts tell the story of Alabama. 

Front Lawn:  

• The lawn contains many native Alabama plants and several official state symbols, such as the Southern 
Longleaf Pine (state tree), Oak‐leaf Hydrangea (state wildflower), Camellia (state flower).  You may 
want to plan a picnic lunch on the lawn for your group. 
 

• Bronze Map: “Walk across Alabama” by examining the large bronze map decorated with images which 
tell the story of Alabama. 
 

1st Floor:  

• The walls are made from white Alabama marble and the floors from a harder Tennessee marble. Look 
up to see the gold leaf on the ceiling. 
 

• Statuary Hall: At the back of the 1st floor lobby, a collection of busts honor famous 19th century 
Alabamians including William C. Oates, Braxton Bragg Comer, George Washington Carver,  Booker T. 
Washington, and others. You can also find a large statue called The Hiker, which depicts a Spanish 
American war soldier. 
 

• Research Room: The Archives preserves and cares for countless documents including government 
records, maps, photographs, diaries, letters, and newspapers. Many people visit the research room to 
trace their family history or study Alabama History. Tour groups are not permitted in the research 
room, but you may show them the location and tell them they can come back with their parents to do 
research. 
 

• Bronze Doors: Two large bronze doors next to the research room depict milestones in Alabama history. 

2nd Floor: 

The Alabama Department of Archives and History preserves and cares for many artifacts. Some of these 
artifacts are on display in our museum galleries for you to view. Depending on the size of your group, you may 
want to divide your group and rotate the smaller groups through the galleries and exhibits. The Museum 
Guide on duty can help you with this process. 



 

• Selma to Montgomery March Photograph Exhibit: **Due to copyright restrictions, photographs are 
not allowed at this exhibit** These photographs were taken by Spider Martin, a well‐known Alabama 
photographer, during the Selma to Montgomery March in 1965. The photographs depict civil rights 
leaders, such as Martin and Coretta Scott King, as well as everyday people who participated in this 
historic march for civil rights. 
 

• Stilled Voices, Forgotten Ways Gallery: This gallery tells the story of Alabama Indians. Exhibits are 
chronologically arranged to feature Alabama Indians from the earliest Paleo‐Indian to the defeat of the 
Creeks at Horseshoe Bend. Artifacts include projectile points, a woolly mammoth tooth and vertebrae, 
pottery, effigies, and trade goods. 
 

• Alabama’s Own Military Gallery: This gallery reflects Alabama’s military heritage. Exhibits are 
chronologically arranged and feature military artifacts from the early Alabama State Militia to the 
Vietnam War. Artifacts include a cannon from Fort Toulouse, uniforms, guns, swords, and personal 
items from soldiers. 
 

• Tattered Banners Gallery: This gallery highlights the conservation and preservation of the 
Department’s Civil War flag collection. Artifacts include flag of Claiborne Guards and 22nd Alabama 
Infantry. 
 

• Sampler Gallery: This gallery displays a sample of the department’s collection featuring the lifestyles 
and traditions of 19th and 20th century Alabamians. Artifacts include the State Bible, Pine Burr state 
quilt, Civil War medical kit, slave collar, clothing, toys, household goods, items from Montgomery Bus 
Boycott, and artifacts from Hank Williams and William Rufus King. 
 

• Hands‐on Gallery: This interactive gallery allows students to experience history through hands‐on 
artifacts, props, and activities. Highlights include Grandma’s Attic, Discovery Boxes, and changing 
displays. **Due to space and time restrictions, groups will be admitted into the gallery at 10 minute 
increments in groups of 30 or less. Hands‐on Gallery Assistant will admit students at appropriate times 
and provide a short introduction to the Gallery** 
 

• Exhibits in the Hall: Indian Removal, A Century of Collecting, and Emma Sansom: an Alabama Heroine. 

3rd Floor: 

Exhibits on this floor are limited to sculpture and paintings. Portraits include George Washington Carver, 
William Crawford Gorgas, and former first lady Lori Siegelman.  

 

Thank you for visiting the Alabama Department of Archives and History! 



Alabama Indian 
Gallery  

History Hunt 

Must-See Items & Artifacts 

Alabama Department  
of 

Archives and History 

Stilled Voices,  
Forgotten Ways: 

The First Alabamians 

Gallery Guide 

• Woolly Mammoth molar & vertebrae 
• Pottery items 
• Chunkey stones 
• Mississippian village mural 
• Price list for trade goods 
• Washington Peace Medal 
• William McIntosh portrait 
 

Take a journey back in time! 
These historic items can be 
found throughout the Indian 
Gallery. Find and circle each 

item. For a real challenge, try to 
guess what each item is! 

Website: www.archives.alabama.gov 

Alabama Department of Archives and History 
624 Washington Ave. 

Montgomery, AL 36130 
Phone: (334) 242-4435 

Second Floor Gallery Map 



Mississippian Culture 

Archaic Indians 
• Over time, Indians developed new tools 

such as the atlatl that made hunting 
more efficient. 

• By the Archaic period Indians began to 
cook in pots, which allowed their food 
to retain more nutrients.  Look for the 
large soapstone bowl in the gallery. 

Paleo Indians 
• The first American 

Indians settled in Ala-
bama approximately 
12,000 years ago. 

• The two large fossils 
in the first case on your right are from a 
woolly mammoth.  One is a molar, and 
the other is one of his vertebrae.  Imag-
ine how large he must have been! Washington Peace Medal 

• William McIntosh was a Creek leader in 
the early nineteenth century. 

• His mother was Creek, and his father 
was European.  McIntosh grew up in the 
Creek culture. 

• McIntosh fought against the Redstick 
Creek Indians during the Creek War 
(1813-1814). 

10,000BC 8,500BC 1,000BC 0 900 1540 1819 1861 1876 1903 2000 1961 1994 

Paleo Indians Indians Indians Woodland Civilization 
Mississippian 

Alabama   
becomes a state Civil War begins 

Alexander Bell 
invents the 
telephone 

Henry Ford sells 
his first model T 

car 
The Alabama Indians 

• If you look at the mural on the wall after the 
chunkey stone exhibit, you will see an exam-
ple of a typical Mississippian village. 

• The village in the mural is 
built near a river.  Indians 
settled along waterways 
for access to fresh water, 
food (such as fish, shell-
fish, and turtle), easy 
travel, and fertile soil. 

• The spread of disease as the result of con-
flict with Spanish caused the final collapse of 
the Mississippian  culture. 

Trade: The Creeks and the Europeans 

Protohistoric Lifestyle 
• Village life became less formal because of 

the smaller population.  Hunting, fishing, and 
farming practices continued much the same.  
Pottery styles became more localized, and 
burial practices changed dramatically. 

Woodland Indians 

• The Alabama Indians 
also liked to play a game 
called chunkey. It in-
volved throwing a spear 
toward a rolling stone in 
an attempt to guess 
where the stone would stop. 

• Items the Creeks received from the 
Europeans included glass beads, brass 
and silver, guns, tools, and horses. 

• The Creeks used deer hides to purchase 
goods from the Europeans.  You can see 
a price list for some items in the English 
trade exhibit. 

William McIntosh 

• The United States 
government gave 
these medals to tribal 
leaders as signs of 
peace and friendship. 

• This medal was proba-
bly given to a Creek 
chieftain in 1790 at the 
signing of the Treaty of New York. 

Alan Shepard is 
the first American 

in space Archaic  

1702 

De Soto    
explores   
Alabama 

Europeans 
begin 

settling in 
Alabama 

• During the Woodland period the Indians 
began to decorate pottery and hunt with 
bows and arrows.   

ADAH website 
debuts 



Alabama Department  
of 

Archives and History 

MILITARY 
GALLERY 

Alabama Department of Archives and History 

624 Washington Avenue 

Montgomery, AL 36130-0100 

Phone: (334) 242-4435 

Hours: 8:30-4:30 Mon.-Fri. 

Website: www.archives.alabama.gov 

MILITARY GALLERY 
HISTORY HUNT 

Take a journey back in time! These his-
toric items can be found throughout the 
Sampler Gallery. Find and circle each 
item. For a real challenge, try to guess 

what each item is! 

SECOND FLOOR MAP 

MILITARY MATCHING GAME 

Tobacco pipe 

Hardtack  

Book of matches 

Gas mask 

Spaghetti & Meatballs 

Below is a list of items that soldiers carried with them to war.  
See if you can find the items in the gallery and match them to 
the war in which the soldiers used them. (Note: more than  one 
item can belong to the same war.) 

Civil War 

World War I 

World War II 

Korean War 

Vietnam War 



ALABAMA’S MILITARY HISTORY  

ALABAMA’S MILITIA 
• Militia began forming in Alabama 

even before it became a state in 
1819. 

• At the start of the Civil War, many of 
the militia companies were grouped 
together to form Confederate regi-
ments. 

THE CIVIL WAR 

• The average Civil War soldier stood 
5’8” tall and weighed approximately 143 
pounds.  Notice the small size of the 
uniforms and the saddle on display. 

• A common ration for 
Confederate soldiers was 
hardtack, a hard, baked 
cracker made of flour, 
water, and salt. 

FORT TOULOUSE CANNON 
• The French used this cannon to 

protect Ft. Toulouse from the British 
in the early 18th century. 

• It was last fired in Montgomery in 
1825 to celebrate the inauguration 
of President John Quincy Adams.  
The back of the cannon exploded 
during the firing. 

U.S.S. MONTGOMERY 
• Commissioned in 1894, the vessel 

served during the Spanish-American 
War and succeeded in capturing two 
Spanish ships during the Havana Block-
ade in 1898. 

WORLD WAR I 
• 3,600 Alabama National Guardsmen 

became the 167th U.S. Inf. Reg. during 
WWI.  They fought in five major cam-
paigns in Europe and served in the 
Army of Occupation in Germany at the 
end of the war. 

• WWI soldiers wore gas masks to pro-
tect themselves from the mustard and 
tear gas that was used by most armies 
involved in the war. 

WORLD WAR II 

• Confederate soldiers (as well as 
Union) carried haversacks and 
knapsacks.  Haversacks (cloth 
bags) held their food while knap-
sacks held clothing and other sup-
plies.  Money and other personal 
items were stuffed into their pock-
ets. 

KOREAN & VIETNAM WARS 

• Compare the weapons, uniforms, 
helmets, shoes, rations and sup-
plies in these cases to the items 
found in the World War II, World 
War I, and Civil War cases.  What 
has 
changed? 
What has 
stayed the 
same? 

1846-1847 1861 1865 1898 1914 1918 1939 1945 1950 1953 1959 1975 

War with  Mexico Civil War begins Civil War ends Spanish-
American War 

World War I 
begins 

World War I 
ends 

World War II 
begins 

World War II 
ends 

Korean War 
begins 

Korean War 
ends 

Vietnam War 
begins 

Vietnam War 
ends 

• The Women’s Army Corps (WAC) 
formed in 1942 and was the first op-
portunity for women to serve in the 
military beyond a medical role. 

• Ration coupons, which allowed 
families to buy a limited the amount 
of scarce food, were issued during 
WWII because 
of food short-
ages brought 
about by the  
need to feed 
American sol-
diers over-
seas. 



Alabama Department of Archives and History 

624 Washington Avenue 

Montgomery, AL 36130-0100 

Phone: (334) 242-4435 

Hours: 8:30-4:30 Mon.-Fri. 

Website: www.archives.alabama.gov 

History Hunt 
Sampler Gallery 

Take a journey back in time! These his-
toric items can be found throughout the 
Sampler Gallery. Find and circle each 
item. For a real challenge, try to guess 

what each item is! 

Second Floor Map 

Must-See Artifacts 
William T. King Plantation Slave Collar 

Hank Williams’ guitar and boots 

The Alabama State Bible 

The sword that ended the Civil War 

Sampler Gallery 

Archives and History 
of 

Alabama Department 

A sample of Alabama culture in  

 the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 



The Key to Cahaba The Alabama State Bible 

Hank Williams 

• This Bible has 
been used to ad-
minister the oath 
of office to every 
Alabama Governor 
since its purchase. 

• It was also used in 
1861 when Jefferson Davis took the oath of 
office as President of the Confederacy. 

Yeoman Farming in Alabama 
• Most people in Alabama during the 19th 

century lived on small, single-family 
farms, where everyone in the family 
helped grow the crops they depended on 
for food, money, and clothing. 

• Known as the Roman 
goddess of wisdom, 
the statue was carved 
out of a single pine 
trunk and placed over 
the chapel of a girls 
school in Eufaula,   
Alabama. 

Minerva 
• Born in 1923 near Geor-

giana, he received his 
first guitar from his 
mother when he was 
eight. He rose to musical 
stardom in his 20s. 

• Williams is remembered as the father of 
contemporary country music. 

• He purchased the guitar displayed here 
after winning a Montgomery talent show 
at age 14. 

• The sword at the top 
of the case belonged 
to Thomas Goode 
Jones, a soldier who 
carried the sword 
with a white napkin 
on its tip as a flag of 
truce at Appomattox in April 1865. 

Antebellum Planters 

• The key in this case belonged to the 
state house at Cahaba before the capital 
was moved to Tuscaloosa after a flood in 
1825. 

• William Rufus King was a wealthy Ala-
bama plantation owner and politician who 
became the thirteenth vice president of 
the United States.  

• The slave collar in the case was used as 
a “pass” for slaves to travel to and from 
the King plantation. 

19th & 20thCentury Toys & Pastimes 
• Nineteenth century pastimes included card 

and board games, reading, collecting, and 
scrapbooking. 

• 20th-century toys include the Barbie doll, the 
Erector set, toy soldiers, miniature cars, cap 
guns, and View Masters. 

• Do you recognize any of these games or toys? 
Many of them are still enjoyed by children to-
day. 

The Sword that Ended the War 

1826 

Alabama capital  
moved from Cahaba  

to Tuscaloosa 

Montgomery 
selected as 

new AL capital 

1846 

Alabama State 
Bible        

purchased 

1853 

George 
Whipple carves 
Minerva statue 

1854 

Civil War 
begins 

1861 

Thomas Goode 
Jones presents a flag 

of truce at        
Appomattox. 

1865 

First Erector 
sets sold 

1913 

Hank Williams 
performs on 

Grand Ole Opry 

1949 

Montgomery 
Bus Boycott 

begins 

1955 1959 

First Barbie 
dolls sold 

2000 1994 1961 1903 

Henry Ford    
sells his first 
model T car 

Alan Shepard is 
the first American 

in space 
Alabama Archives 

website debuts 

Montgomery Bus Tokens 

Pine Burr Quilt 
• The Pine Burr Quilt was designated the 

official quilt of Alabama by the Alabama 
Legislature on March 11, 1997. 

• The resolution naming the state quilt rec-
ognizes the work of the Freedom Quilting 
Bee, a well-known group of African-
American women from Gee’s Bend in 
Wilcox County. 

• Ten cents purchased one bus fare in 
Montgomery in 1955. 

• Rosa Parks used tokens like these on 
the evening she was arrested for refusing 
to give up her bus seat to a white pas-
senger, sparking the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott. 



 
History Hunt 

Take a journey back in time! These historic items can be found 
throughout the building. Find and circle each item. For a real challenge, 

try to guess what each item is! 

 

4.  2. 
1. 3. 

6. 
7. 

5. 

9. 
10. 

8. 

14. 
11. 12. 13. 

Visit the Alabama Archives web site for more fun:  www.archives.alabama.gov 
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