State of the State Address Activity

Information for the teacher:

This exercise is designed for small groups, a class, or for individual students. It is hoped that this guided
exploration will provide your students with some background and preparatory knowledge about the history,
economy, and political structure of Alabama so that they can individually or collectively construct desirable
and meaningful questions and answers. You are encouraged to adapt this activity to meet the needs and
abilities of your students.

Alabama Course of Study: Social Studies
Bulletin 2004, NO. 18

The following content standards from the Alabama Course of Study: Social Studies are addressed through this
activity:

12" Grade Economics:
Standard 4, p. 83
Standard 6, p. 84
Standard 8, p. 85

12" Grade Government:
Standard 3, p. 88
Standard 4, 89
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Student Assignment and Scoring Guide:

Using the external links, investigate as an individual, small group, or class, the information provided. These
are suggested links that should assist you, but you are not limited to these sites or to their information.

e Collecting Information about Alabama Using the Encyclopedia of Alabama
0 Under “Government and Politics” Contemporary Political Issues, read the article discussing
historical issues related to Poverty in Alabama.
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/face/Article.jsp?id=h-1387

=  Why is this issue of particular importance in 2009?
0 Under “Government and Politics” Contemporary Political Issues, read the article discussing
Home Rule in Alabama. http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/face/Article.jsp?id=h-1153
=  Why is this issue of particular importance in 2009? How could this impact or influence

economic development in your town, city, or county?
0 Under “Government and Politics” Executive Branch, follow the link to State Agencies.
= Read the article concerning the Alabama Department of Finance. After reading the
article, determine the purpose of the finance department and the role that it plays in
directing the economy of Alabama.
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/face/Article.jsp?id=h-1382
= Follow the Alabama Department of Finance link found on the lower right hand side of

the screen http://www.finance.alabama.gov/ Once there, go to “Our Services” and

locate the “Annual Report”

http://finance.alabama.gov/content/pdf/2008 Annual Report.pdf

This is the annual report for 2008 and will provide you with an explanation of the two
different types of funds, the General Fund and the Education Trust Fund that are used to
serve the citizens of Alabama. How do these funds impact your community or county?

What other information regarding employment, business development, or educational
information are included in this report? Why is this type of information significant to
the citizens of Alabama? How can this information be utilized to attract employment
opportunities to Alabama?

= Read the article concerning the Alabama Development Office. After reading the article,
determine the purpose of this office and the role that it plays in directing the economy
of the Alabama. http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/face/Article.jsp?id=h-1641

= For more information about the activities of the Alabama Development Office, follow
the link found on the lower right side of the screen http://www.ado.state.al.us/

0 Under “Government and Politics” Legislative Branch, follow the link to the Alabama Legislative
Fiscal Office http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/face/Article.jsp?id=h-1655 to read the
article describing the duties of this office.

= What is the purpose of this office? How can this office impact the legislative decisions
made during a session? (Note: To look at the state funds approved by item for use in
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F(iscal)Y(ear) 2009, you may follow this link http://www.|fo.state.al.us/budget-fiscal.htm

to see the budgets approved for the General Fund and for the Education Trust Fund.)
0 Under “Government and Politics” Contemporary Political Issues, read the Birmingham News
Series on Tax Reforms http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/face/Article.jsp?id=h-1499

= After reading the article and the compiled articles located in the link on the right had
side of the screen http://blog.al.com/bn/2008/03/taxseries0001.pdf consider the
impact can tax reforms have on the development of a community, county or state.

=  What are three significant points that the editors make in this publication? Do you
agree with their presentation? Why or why not?
e How Do We Measure Up? Comparing Alabama to Her Neighbors
(NOTE: Portions of the exercise have been adapted from SAS Curriculum Pathways
http://www.sascurriculumpathways.com/ProductEntrance/Navigation/navigator.jsp)

0 Select two of our neighboring states to use as a comparison to Alabama.
= Create a spreadsheet to identify each state's primary expenditures using the most
recent available data from State Government Finances
http://www.census.gov/govs/www/state.html

e Select the most recent year available.

e Find the individual state in the State Summary Table drop down menu.

e Scroll down the state report to view General expenditures by function. These
include, but are not limited to, categories such as education, public welfare,
highways, and police protection.

= Use a spreadsheet program to create a pie chart to represent these categories for each
of the five states. (If you do not have access to a spreadsheet program, you can use
heavy paper and colored markers to display this information.)

= Visit the U.S. Census Bureau: State Rankings

http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/rankings.html page and select four

categories by which to compare the three states. Compare how the states rank in
comparison to the national rankings; for example, Utah ranks first among the 50 states
in the percentage of its population under the age of 18.

= Explore the Demographic Trend Reports

http://mcdc2.missouri.edu/websas/dp3 2ktmenus/us/States.html

page to see how the states' demographics have changed in the past decade.

= On the basis of this research, evaluate how effectively each state uses its funds given
the concerns of that particular state. For example, if Utah has the highest percentage of
citizens under 18, is there a corresponding emphasis on expenditures that benefit a
younger population?

= Write a report and determine which of the three states does the best job of spending
funds to fit the needs of its population. Tables, charts, and graphs should be used in the
report to highlight significant statistical information.
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= Be prepared to present your report and explain your rationale for choosing the best
state government of the three you examined.
¢ Predicting State of the State Issues

o0 It will be important to keep up with current events by reading, watching, or listening to
national, state, and local news so that information that impacts Alabama can be understood.

o Visit the web page for Governor Riley http://governor.alabama.gov/news/list.aspx?type=sp and
read his State of the State addresses for 2007 and 2008. Each of these, along with current
events, should help you to predict some of the points that Governor Riley will present during

his speech.
0 Based on all parts of the assignment, write six (6) questions that you would like to ask Governor
Riley.
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Scoring Guide for Teachers: State of the State Address

Name of Student(s)

Date:

Part I: Collecting Information about Alabama Using the Encyclopedia of Alabama

Required Information Possible Points Points Earned

A. Poverty response

Home Rule response

Role of AL Dept. of Finance

Role of AL Development Office

vilnjuninniu|un

B
C
D. Information collected from AL Dept. of Finance
E
F

Purpose of AL Legislative Fiscal Office

G. 3 Significant Points about Tax Reform 10

Part Il: How Do We Measure Up? Comparing Alabama To Her Neighbors

A. Locate most recent information on the

expenditures of AL and 2 additional states >
B. Effectively use tables, charts, and graphs to 10
illustrate research findings
C. Accurately represent each state’s primary 10
expenditures in a pie chart
D. Compare state and national rankings in four
. 10
categories of the U.S. Census data
E. Identify state demographic changes in the last 5
decade
F. Evaluate the relationship between state
. . . 10
expenditures and demographic information
Part Ill: Predicting State of the State Issues
A. 6 questions for Gov. Riley 10
TOTAL POINTS 100 possible

Comments:
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