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Records to Consult When You
Visit the ADAH

Federal and State Census Records are where you
begin your family history research. The first federal
census was in 1790 and is taken every ten years. The
latest federal census available to the public is the
1930 census. Work backward through the census
records from the most current available. ADAH pro-
vides access to all the federal census records for each
decade for every state through a subscription to An-
cestry.com. Alabama census records are also avail-
able on microfilm in the Research Room. Other cen-
suses to check are the state censuses taken in Ala-
bama in 1850, 1855, and 1866; 1850 and 1860 slave
schedules; agricultural censuses; and mortality sched-
ules. Working through the census records can help
establish where your ancestors lived, when and possi-
bly where they married, how many children they had,
their parents’ names, as well as other information.

Local Government Records are the next type of
records to search. These records are available on
microfilm in the Research Room for every county in
Alabama and include records that date prior to state-
hood (1819) and as late as the 1950s. The types of
records and the dates available vary from county to
county. The records may include marriages, deeds,
wills/estate case files/inventories, divorce records,
guardianship records, and some birth and death regis-
ters. The Local Government Records on Microfilm
database at wwwe.archives.alabama.gov lists the re-
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State Government Records of potential use to family
historians include Confederate pension applications and
payment records, Confederate and state military service
records, 1867 voter registration records, state prison re-
cords, professional licensure files, and state/local official
commissions registers. Surname Clipping Files, a large
part of which are newspapers clippings and family his-
tory information, and Public Information Subject Files,
which are arranged by subject, by county; and by mili-
tary conflict, are also available. State government re-
cords are arranged by the creating agency. A listing of
these records is available in our on-line catalogue—
ADAHCAT—and a complete and detailed listing is
available in the Research Room.

Newspaper Collections at the ADAH are the most ex-
tensive in the state. The earliest newspaper in the collec-
tion is dated 1811. A listing of our newspapers, both on
microfilm and hardbound, is available in our newspaper
databases at www.archives.alabama.gov. Since indices
are generally not available for newspapers, it is important
to have a fairly specific date or time frame in which to
search.

Private Manuscript Collections include not only pri-
vate papers of individuals and families, many with corre-
spondence, diaries and some family Bibles, but also Ala-
bama city directories for many cities, church records, and
records of associations and organizations. The strength
of the material is from the antebellum and Civil War
eras.

Books are another great resource when doing family
history research at ADAH. The books available in the
Research Room include family histories, state, local and
county histories for Alabama, as well as for many other
states. Each Alabama county has its own shelf with
books compiled from various sources such as marriage
records, cemetery indices, newspaper abstracts, and cen-
sus abstracts. Most Alabama counties also have pub-
lished county histories. Many books are not in the Re-
search Room but our on-line catalogue—ADAHCAT—
has a complete listing.

Visiting the Research Room

The Research Room is located on the first floor of the
Alabama Department of Archives and History. Research-
ers must present a photo id at the reference desk and ad-
here to rules and regulations governing use. To protect
the collections researchers must use pencils and briefcases
and other closed bags are not allowed in the Research
Room. Complete details are available at ar-
chives.alabama.gov.

Building Hours: Monday - Friday
8:30a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Research Room Hours: Tuesday - Friday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Closed state holidays.




