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MUSEUM OF ALABAMA DEBUTS NEW EXHIBIT
PENROSE STOUT’S ILLUSTRATED WAR
Montgomery, AL (05/31/18) – The Museum of Alabama, located inside the Alabama Department of Archives and History
(ADAH), has debuted a new temporary exhibit, Penrose Stout’s Illustrated War. The exhibit features large-scale
reproductions of sketches, photographs, letters, and diary entries by Alabamian Penrose Vass Stout.
Stout left a richly illustrated history of his service as a World War I aviator through his sketchbook and letters home.
Born in Montgomery in 1887, Stout completed engineering and architecture degrees at Alabama Polytechnic Institute
(now Auburn University) in 1907 and 1909. A member of the 1st Pursuit Group, 27th Aero Squadron, Stout was shot
down near Charny during the Meuse-Argonne Offensive in September 1918. He received the Distinguished Service Cross
for attacking a German artillery installation and battling numerous enemy pilots. After the war, Stout returned to
practicing architecture in New York and became well known for his designs of country homes.
In 2014, Nathaniel Stout donated his grandfather’s sketchbook, letters, and wartime diary to the ADAH. Stout’s writings
were meant only for himself and his family. But a century later, his collection offers the public an unvarnished view of
the often-romanticized life of a World War I aviator. Combining artistic talent and comedic wit, Stout describes the
monotony of camp life, the thrill of combat, and the joy of flight.
The exhibit is on display through the end of 2018 in the ADAH’s Milo B. Howard Auditorium and the corridor just
outside, located on the first floor. For additional information, call (334) 353-3312.
The Museum of Alabama is located at the Alabama Department of Archives and History, the state’s government records
repository, special collections library and research facility, in downtown Montgomery across the street from the State
Capitol. Regular hours of operation are Monday through Saturday, 8:30 to 4:30 and admission is always free. Parking is
available in a free lot directly behind the Archives’ building on Adams Avenue. For more information visit
www.museum.alabama.gov or call 334-242-4364.
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