
State & Local 
Records News

Vol. 10, No. 1                      Published by the ADAH Government Records Division                        May 2005

ADAH staff conducts records management
training for state and local agency officials

S
ince our last issue appeared, ADAH
Government Records Division staff
members have conducted records

management training for several categories of state
and local agency officials.

On April 21, Richard Wang, head of the
division’s state records section, discussed “State
Records Laws and Agency Record-Keeping Res-
ponsibilities” at a monthly meeting of the Council
of [state] Personnel Administrators.  More than 40
state agencies were represented.  Richard reviewed
the Code of Alabama chapters that define public
officials, public records, and the records respon-
sibilities of public agencies.  He reminded his audi-
ence that in order to comply with the law, all state
agencies must work with ADAH appraisal staff to
create and implement a Records Disposition
Authority (RDA) approved by the State Records
Commission. 

Local records archivist Tom Turley spoke
on records preservation to about 75 probate judges
and clerks, also on April 21, at a conference held in
Tuscaloosa.  Both this session and an earlier one in
February (at which Tom reviewed forthcoming
changes to the probate RDA) were part of a certifi-
cation program for probate officials sponsored by
the Alabama Law Institute.  Also in February, Tom
discussed records laws and destruction procedures
with 125 state, county, and municipal employees at
a conference of the Government Financial Officers
Association of Alabama, held in Hoover.

Government Records Division archivists
are available to provide on-site training or assis-
tance with a variety of records issues, including:
public records laws; RDA development; records
storage and preservation; and employing micro-
graphic or electronic media.  For more informa-
tion, or to schedule an appointment, contact the
division at (334)242-4452 or records@archives.

alabama.gov.

COSHRC and AASLH offer
archival training on-line

A
new on-line workshop, “The Basics
of Archives,” is now available on
the website of the American Asso-

ciation for State and Local History (AASLH).  
Developed in cooperation with the Council

of State Historical Records Coordinators (CO-
SHRC) and several other archival/historical cen-
ters, this on-line workshop “covers the basics of
archives management and practices, including
acquiring collections, processing, housing and pre-
servation, and providing access.”

Dates for the workshop are May 17-June 24
(on-line registration is now open) and November
8- December 16 (registration opens on October 8).
The cost is $85 for AASLH members and $95 for
non-members.  To register, consult the AASLH
website at http://www.aaslh.org/workshop.htm.
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Baldwin County hires archivist

B
aldwin County has joined the list of
Alabama counties and municipali-
ties with local archives programs.

Recently, the county commission hired John Jack-
son, an Auburn Ph.D. candidate in history, as the
county archivist.  He began work in mid-May. 

Mr. Jackson will soon take over a brand-
new archival facility, located in downtown Bay
Minette about two blocks from the courthouse.  It
will feature 7,500 cubic feet of records storage
space, state-of-the-art climate control and security
systems, and an enviable operating budget financed
by a filing fee in the county probate office.   All
major county offices will store historical records at
the archives.

Baldwin County is Alabama’s 16th local
government to create an archives.  Since August
2004, when ADAH held an archives development
workshop, other local agencies in Autauga, Cull-
man, DeKalb, Jefferson, Marshall, Mobile, and
Montgomery Counties have also begun or con-
tinued to plan archives programs.

Government Records Division staff can
assist such plans by evaluating potential archives
buildings; providing specifications for archivist or
records manager positions; and advising on how to
identify, process, and preserve archival records.
For more information, contact the division at (334)
242-4452 or records@archives.alabama.gov.

State Records Commission
approves records dispositions

M
eeting on April 29, the State
Records Commission approved
new records disposition authori-

ties (RDAs) for the Alabama Credit Union Admin-
istration and the Department of Mental Health and
Mental Retardation.  Members also approved
revised RDAs for ADAH, the Alabama Depart-
ment of Public Health, the Board of Nursing, and

the Department of Revenue, as well as a one-time
records destruction request from the Bay Minette
Career Center.  Finally, the commission reviewed
RDA implementation reports from 32 agencies.

The Local Government Records Com-
mission did not meet on April 29.  This commis-
sion, which has several vacancies, was unable to
assemble a quorum from its remaining members.

The commissions’ next quarterly meetings
are set for August 3, 2005.  The State Records
Commission will begin at 10:00 a.m., and the
Local Government Records Commission at 1:30
p.m.  Both meetings will be held in the Milo B.
Howard Auditorium at ADAH.

ADAH previews new wing at
legislative open house

O
n the evening of April 27, ADAH
welcomed visitors to a special  pre-
view of our new west wing.  The

Friends of the Alabama Archives hosted the event
for legislators, members of the Archives Founda-
tion, and other invited guests, even though wing
construction is not quite complete. 

Visitors inspect exhibits in the new ADAH research room

About 250 people, including 30 legislators,
toured the wing, which was built using both state
funds and private donations.  Each attendee had an
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opportunity to visit many of the public areas and
special rooms named to honor donors, such as:

# the main floor, site of the new research
room (including the Tunstall Reading Area
and the Energen Conference Room), the
Alabama Power Auditorium, the Hale Pat-
ron Lounge, and the Ocllo Malone Lobby

# the mezzanine level, which contains the
Lane Conference Room, staff work spaces,
and storage for archival collections

# the second floor, which will house a new
Alabama state history museum, the “Ala-
bama Voices” Gallery

# new staff work spaces on the third floor
and state-of-the-art moveable shelving for
collections storage on the basement level.

  

A grand opening event for all Alabamians
is scheduled for October 8, 2005.  Please mark
your calendars and join us for a fun day celebrating
Alabama History!

Volunteers assist in Govern-
ment Records Division’s work

A
lthough State and Local Records
News has frequently mentioned the
activities of our loose records vol-

unteers, the contributions of other dedicated people
who assist the Government Records Division in its
work have hitherto remained unsung.  This issue
will attempt to rectify that oversight.

Two long-time volunteers in our collection
management section are Martha Durham and Allen
Edwards.  Martha has volunteered at ADAH for
almost 20 years.  While her latest project deals
with Department of Education records, she has also
processed most of our mid-20th-century governors’
collections.  Allen has been with us since 1990,
serving as an aide in the reference room, refol-
dering gubernatorial records, and entering data on
over 50,000 Alabama soldiers in the Civil War 

Volunteer Judith McCune at work 

in the state records program

database.  Others volunteering in collections man-
agement include Sherrie Crawley, Hardy Kirk, and
Willa Fay Munson.  Alden Monroe, the section’s
supervisor, notes that much of his work could
simply not get done without the volunteers.        
 Helping Richard Wang with the work of
the state records section is Judith McCune, an
experienced archivist and records manager who
now researches agency histories and mandates for
RDA development.  Judith has been with the divi-
sion since October 2004.

We greatly appreciate the contributions of
our volunteers, which have been all the more vital
since last year’s budget cuts cost us several staff
positions.  Many thanks to all of you!

Send us your e-mail
address–and tell your friends!

I
f you or your co-workers would like to
receive your own issue of this news-
letter by e-mail, please send your e-mail

address to the Government Records Division at
records@archives.alabama. gov.  We would like to
distribute State and Local Records News to readers
by e-mail as well as on the ADAH website.


