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The first number of our paper
was issued July 4th, 1872, and for
five consecutive years it did not
once fail to make its appearance on
the first month of every quarter of
the year. The edifor, who was
also the printer, disgusted with the
long snecession of years that still
found® Him at the Hospital, deter-

mined to strike a halt in the regi-

lar issue, and to print a number
ouly when inclined to do so. For-
tunately he had repeatedly warned
his readers that any job dependent
on the will of a Hospital patient
was likely to be irregularly uchiev-
ed, g0 that his readers were not sur-
prised when from a quarterly, our
paper changed to a semi-occasionally.
He thought he could not rightly do
less than issue a Christmas number

as expressive of our deep gratifici-

fion with the general prosperity of
the Ameriean people. They linve
not achieved ull that is possible. It
would be u sad day for them if they
liad done so. But they have achiey-
ed wonderful things, and have shown
what is still more important, that all
the paths of progress, industrial and
moral, must uot be artificial expedi-
entg, but a growth, a development
from the aspirations of human souls
loosed from every shackle (o free
speech and a free consecience, Lib-
erty to think and speak freely on all
subjects, religious or sceular, is the
motive force of American progress—
a foree which is beginning to he felt
in all the countries-of earth, and
which will in no great while bring
all nations and peoples to a poiut
from which they can fulfil in letter
and gpirt. the injunetion of the great
Apostle of Jesus Clhrist, = Proveall
things, aud hold fast to that which
is good.”

—

The New Bullding.

At its lust session the Legislature of
Alabama appropriated $100.000 for the
enlirgement of the Hospital buildings.
The Superintendent it one thue thoughr
of putting iip new buildings at the dis-
tance of one hmndred or more vards
from the present one, and appropriate
these independent structures exelu-
sively to the accommodation of the
chronie insane, It was finully deter=
mined to join the new buildings to the
old and’ make them simply additional

| Brick-Making by Machinery

tion therefore three stories high, with
basement rooms for work-shops and
storage, will be added to each wing of
the Hospital. The new wards. six in
all. will be larger than the older wards,
and as a consequence the additions
when complete will swell the Hospital
aceommodations more than one-third,
This augmentation will be welcomed
by large bodies of the people of the
State. for slthough our present build-
ing is crowded to its ntmost eapacity
there are hundreds of insane persons
in the State for whom their friends
have tried vainly to secure a place
within ite walls. Welcome as will be
the additional aceommodations, there
is nodanbt that lttle time will elapse
before the Iospital will be as badly
crowded as now. and some unfortu-
nates sbe“forced to plead in vain for
admission. »

—— e ——

Those who are aceustomed to see
brick made by the o'd process of
hand-moulding would be greatly in-
terested fo watch the operation of
our brick.machine. Not only is the
very laborious detail of hand-monld-
ing aveided, but the tedious and
weary process of thoronghly work-
ing the wet dirt, either by machines
drawn by horses or oxen or by the
feet of these faithful avimals. All
that is needful to the turning out of
zood bricks by our machine is an
equable supply of the right kind of

damp =oil. The trituration of the
dirt s quickly and thoroughly
achieved by iron blades that revolve
just above the boxes, at the same
time  perfectly formed bricks are
pressed into moulds at the rate of
2,500 per hour. . The machine is
driven by a steam-engine. The pro-
cess, too, of drying iu the sun, by
which many bricks were frequently
lost, is entirely dispensed with. The
freshly-moulded bricks are simply
set away on planks beneath a ca-
pacious shelter.  Brick-burning at
the Hospital has been invariably a
perfect success. Not once, in all
the kilus burned, has there been any
considerable loss by improper or im-
perfect burning. The bricks formed
by the machine are doubtless better
than those formed by hand, since
their size is exactly right and they |
are subjected in the monlds to a
severe pressure.

Water of the very best quality is
used at this Hospital with a liberality
which almost seems extravagant,
There is a bath-room and bath-tub in
every ward, with unfailing supplies of
cold and hot water to be had by every
one by turning a spigot. Water, an
abundanee of pure water, hot -and
cold at will, is reckoned by the Super-
intendent indispensable adjuncts to the
thorough cleanliness of the Hospital
building, and the health, comfort and
cleanliness of all its inmates;  The
writer speaks from long experience of
the exceeding great comfort of hot
water for the whole person or for neck,
face and hands in ehilly weather. But
this liberal supply of cold and hot
witer to every ward for every needful
purpose. together with quuntities used
for the Laundry and the large amounts
for the barn and stable must require
a fountain of no émall eapacity. What

(i noble spring we have is evident from

the fact that after all these serious
drains npon its capacity much the
brger share of its pelluecid flow is sent
hurrying to the Warrior. making on
dts. wuy graceful plunges down the
curved, fertuced ledges of Nellje's
Falls. Some of this superflons water
the Superintendent purposes to Tead
into- a large bath-house to be ereéted
Just below tlie spring. In this house
hie intends to_ ereet u capacions reser-
voir sufliciently commodious to permit
aliberal indilgenee in the beautiful art
of =wimnting by the patients and ‘em-
Pployees ol* the institution. - He pur-
poses Lo introdhice, by pipes, the waste-
steam frow (he engines of the Laun-
dry and Machine-shops, and thus with-
ont expense 1o possess the means for
keeping the water of the reservoir at
any required temperature winter and
St . Besides the beneficial effect
which thiz method of ithing will ex;
eréise upon the physichl system of
those resorting to it, he thinks it will
#eb 1o be important in its effect on the
mind of the inmates by the diversion
which it will afford. Our ladies. we
think, will greatly enjoy splaghing
around in 1l reservoirs and learning
the art of swimming—an aceomplizh-
went which ought never to be left out
in the education of boy or girl.
- Rl
Coal-Tar and Health.
Duving the past summer, there being
no demnd for the coal-lar resulting
from the usnmticture of our as, the
tar was allowed to eseape into the main
sewer of the Hospital.  Whetlier as a
consequence of this or for some other
reason. we have had no mosquitoes
through the summer, and the henlth
of the patients has been exceptionally
good. “This is the first time for twenty
years that the mosquitoes have failed
to put jn an appearance with us, That
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the general atmosphereie conditions
were favorable to the generation of the
insects is evident from their abundance
in Tuskaloosa only two miles away.

—
Walks about the Iospital.

In previous numbers of the Mz-
TEOR were described at some length
special features of the walks about
the Hospital. The writer of these
articles was at the time, one of the
ordinary occupants of the wards,
and was therefore limited to such
walks as the crowd of patients at-
tended by their nurses were accus-
tomed to take. He has now a key
of his own and usually walks alone
or attended with one or more dogs.
He is free to confess that he enjoys
his walks more since he could select
their time and place. Yet he is not
ashamed to acknowledge that he is
at times disposed to envy the walks
of those who go in crowds. There
is a spiritual influence diffused by a
crowd, and shared by all its mem-
bers, which is absolutely alien to
the single person. In great assem-
blies, whether for industrial, peliti-
cal or religious purposes, individual
enthusiasm is multiplied many fold,
and whether the occasion be mirth-
ful or solemn, each component of a
great gathering, by some mysterious
law of man's being, receives and
gives, at the same moment, impor-
tant aids to a right frame of spirit,

Actuated by some such reflections,
the writer of the articles on *Strolls
about the Hospital” is thivking of
requesting the Superintendent to let
him again share the multitudinous
stroll. But as it would be unrea-
sonable to expect him to go back on
his maxim, nulla vestigia retrorsum,
he will ask to be allowed to join the
crowd of ladies.

Addition to Machine-Shop.

The whole task of planning and
supervising the erection of the im-
portant additions to the Hospital
was imposed by the Trustees upon
our Superintendent. There were
already at the Hospital many pro-
visions for just such work as the
new buildings made requisite. In
order to execute the work at the
lowest figure it was important to
substitute machine for hand-work
in every possible detail. Although
our machine-shop with its appliances
was amply sufficient for the ordinary
demands of the Hospital, it was not
for that and the various new and
large jobs requisite for the new
building, Several additional ma-
chines, to be driven by steam were
needed, and for them an enlarge-
ment of our machine-shop became
needful. This enlargement was ac-

complished by tearing down one end
of the shop, extending the side
walls and roof twenty feet, and
building a new end wall. The ma-
sons and ecarpenters enwloyed on
the new building for the West Wing
accomplished the enlargement in a
few days. We have now, in Jour
capacious shop, a half-dozen wood-
working machines, all driven by the
same boilers which supply the force
for the steam washers and wringers,
and the large pump that lifts; the
spring water to the tanks inj the
cupola of the centre building.
e
The following graceful communi-
cation was made to the Mobile Reg-
ister u short while back, by Prof.
Willoughby Reade, the distinguished
elocutionist. As some of the read-
ers of the METeor may not have
seen it, we take the liberty of re-
producing it for their beuefit :—

Honor to Alabama.
. e s 4
SUNDAY EVENINGS AMONG THE IN-
SANE.—EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND
BIXTY-ONE—EIGHTEEN HUN-
DRED AND EIGHTY-ONF.

Many years azo. on the continent of
Europe. 1 received an invitation to
visit an asylum for the insane.

It was on a Sunday evening, as the
sun was setting behind o lofty moun-
tain range. that I entered the forbid-
ding-looking building. A massive
iron-barred door was slowly unlocked,
heavy bolts withdrawu, and 1 found
myself for the first time among the
lunaties. My general impressions may
be summed up in a few words—stern-
ness, heartlessness, repression  were
written on every ofticial fuce, restraint
and mistrust reigning supreme; while,
as areflex on the countenance of three
hundred unfortunates whose reason
had rebelled, and tottering from her
throne had left them worse than dead.
one could read little but the most sb{eet
fear, malicious cunning. and helpless
despair. Jailers and prisoners (for
this seemed to be the relation existing
between them) alike bore on their brow
the slamp, nol of an enlightened civili-
zation, but of a mistaken cruelty.

Last Sunday evening I again found
myself in an insane hospital.

What a contrast presented itself! In
an elegant hall hung with works of art,
and the portraits of good women and
benevolent men, was assembled a
crowd of guiet, happy looking folks,
whose appearance and demeanor were
as orderly and respectful as of a con-
gregation in a well organized church.

Look on this pieture, and on that!
The one a jail, a horror, a monstrous
libel upon christendom—the other a
Christian home for the mentally dis-
tressed and unfortunate—the one in a
large city of continental Euro?e. the
other the well-appointed hospital home
at Tuskaloosa, Alabama.

Under the gracious and gentle pres-
ence of the Superintendent’s wife all
were at ease; a very halo of restful-
ness environed her, its mild, soothing
influence enfolding all, as though the

Divine One had passed by and softly
whispered, **Peace I leave with you;
My peace I give unto you.”

usic and cheerful sacred song. in
which all joined; suitable readings by
an invited guest, who felt as thoug
the really weary ones of earth were
left in the outer world, happily filled
two hours of the Sunday evening.

The Superintendent, Dr. Peter.%r}'ce.
beloved and honored bf all, wise,
courteous and thoughtful. sat among
his patients, a power for §ood, a light
to them sitting in mental darkness, and
as the shadow of a great rock to the
troubled souls around him. A scene
this to be remembered always—an
honor to Alabama—a praise in her
borders; a beacon-light of Christian
philanthropy flinging its mereiful
beams into thousands of disconsolate
hearts.

Away with the notion that the world
is growing worse! It is not, it cannot
be true, while the blessed power of ad-
vancing Christian eivilization, sancti-
fied medieal skill and culture. can thus
illume the mid-night of these bereft
ones, and raise with their benign touch
=0 many a mental wreck to the stat-
ure of a man!

America may justly boast of her
wealth and power, her intellect and
refinement. her political. social, and
material advancement, and her all but
infinite  resources—but her highest
honor, her greatest glory, her most
enduring fame, shall be found in such
scenes and institutions as this, and in
all untiring effort to ameliorate human
woe, to raize the depraved and unfor-
tunate and to hasten the coming of
thar Kingdom which is “righteousness,
and peace aud joy in holy spirit!™

I'd rather calin a troubled heart,
And cool a burning brain,

Than I would play the conqueror's part,
Or forge the captive's chain.

Better to ease one heavy load
On the weary way of life,

Than wear the shining laurel erown
As victor in the strife.

Nobler a fettered mind to free,
A human soul unchain,

Than monarch of the globe to be,
And o'er the world to reign.

We have several very superior
milch-cows, one of which gives, at
her best, eight gallons per day,

—_————

Dyr. Thos. S. Kirkbride.

This distinguished American
alienist has recently issued a new
and enlarged edition of his valuable
book on the Construction and Or-
ganization of Hospitals for the In-
sane. 1f Dr. Kirkbride had done
nothing else hut write this book he
would deserve to take high rank
among the benefactors of his race.
He has been engaged continuously
in the care and treatment of the in-
sane, longer than any other Superin-
tendent in this country; and has
done, perhaps, proportionally more
for his specialty. May his valuable
life long be spared to the great cause
in which it has been enlisted !
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Isaac Ray, M. D., L.I. D.

Dr. Isaac Ray, the nestor of
Psychological Medicine in America,
and of whom most of our intelligent
readers have often heard, died at his
residence in Philadelphia, on the
31st March, 1881. Dr. Ray was
the most accurate, industrious and
systematic writer on diseases of the
mind in America. He has contrib-
uted more, perhaps, to the perma-
nent standard literature of Insanity
than all the Alienists and other
writers on the subjects in this coun-
try put together. His Medical Juris-
prudence of Insanity has a world-
wide celebrity, and is saidto be the
best book on the subject yet written
in any country. We remember hav-
ing read his little book on Mental
Hygiene with interest and profit.
His quaint and suggestive paper on
ldeal Characters of Officers of a Hos-
pital for the Insane was a gem of its
kind. It inspired the editor of the
METEOR to attempt to write, in the
same strain, The Good Patient,
which pleasd Dr. Ray so well that
e was kind enough to promise to
publish it as a supplement to the
next edition of his Ideal Opicers.

Dr. Ray was as lovely and gentle
in character anud munner as he was
great and learned in mind. e was
the highest type of ‘a gentleman, a

loosa; West AIabumEan, Carrolton ;
Whig and Observer, Eutaw.

The following are furnished from
abroad:

Advocate, Nashville, Tenn. ; Exami-
ner, Aberdeen, Miss.; Morning Side
Mirror, Edinburgh. Seotland; South-
ern Presbyterian, Columbia, 8. C.;
Southwestern Presbyterian, New Or-
leans, La.

- -
The Literary, Musical and

Social Club of the Ala-

bama Insane ITos pital.

The above is an association of
patients, employees and officers of
the Hospital for mutual improve-
ment and diversion. The meetings
of the Club take place every other
week. The officers are a President
and Secretary. There are, however,
‘two Standing Committees with the
power of officers.  One of these
committees, composed of officers of
the institution, pass privately on the
names of all proposed for member-
ship.  Their action is private to
avoid possible offencefto rejected ap-
plicants.  The other committee at
every meeting of the Club appoints
readers, declaimers and musicians
for the next session.

The calling of the rvoll is the firs
business attended to. The names
are ealled iu alphabetical order, first
the muales and then the females—

Christian and & scholar, and in his
death the Medical profession and the
world at large sustnived u loss that
will not soon be vepuired,
-
Ne“fﬁpnpt;rs. A

The variety which is part and pureel
of the newspaper makes it an exceed-
ingly grateful resort not ouly for the
man of the world worn with™ physical
or mental labor, but for the \\'t-.a[: and
sick. No kind of reading matter is
more prized in the Hospital than news-
papers. Patients seize them greedily,
and read them' with assiduity, especial-
ly those printed in the codnties from
which they eame. The friends of many’
patients so seldom write them, that
their only means of learning of their
acquaintances, and of events transpir-
ing at home, iz through their connty
newspapers, IL Is for this reason that
we have so frequently appealed tothe
liberality of Alabama publishers for
newspapers, for the Hospital. We
chronitle with pleasure the names of
the following furnished gratuitously to
the paftients, and we swould be muel
pleased if the timber were multipled
several fold, as it might easily be by
the publishers in the State

Argus, Selma; Advoeate. Green-
ville; Beacon. Greensboro; Clarion,
Tuskaloosa;  Demoerat, Huntsyille;
Gazette, Tuskaloosa; Herald, Seotts-
boro; Iron Age, Birmingham ; Index,
Selma;  Independent, n!i!rl_uiugham;
Immigrant, Cullman Journal, Liv-
ingston; Journal, “Union Springs
Mirvor, Eutaw: News, Tuskegee;
News; Blountsville; Register, Mobile ;
Sentinel, Columbjana:

(and this in our progressive uge!
tell it not 1o Mirs. Livermore ! by a
female Secretiry !)—As each name
is ealled, its owner, iustead of wn-
Swering us in most societies, here,
or present, rises and repeats oue or
several lines of poetry.  After the
roll-call the minntes of the previous
meeting arve read for approval or
amendment,  Then follows, seriatin.
reading, declnmation and musie,
vocul or instrumental, or both, Al
ench meeting there are three read-
ings, three declamations and three
musical performances.  When these
have all been accomplished there is

d recess for conversation, refresh-
ments and the meeting of the com-
mittees. ]

Aflter recess the appointments for
the next meeting are read aloud,
miscellaneous business is transncted
and qrestions are answered. These
questions are prepared carefully be-
fore-hand, anl disteibuted by the
Secretary, soon after each meeling,
to one dozen or more of the mem-
bers, to be unswered at the next
meeting.  The questions com prise
prineiples of natural philosophy, his-
torical events, literar criticism and
in truth any point which it may seem
to the questioner needs clearing up.
The questions answered, adjourn-

Times, '_I‘nsk:}-l

ment takes place, when a pretty free

criticism is given to the whole pro-
ceedings.

In the erection of last year’s an-
uex to the centre-building, the Su-
perintendent having the wants of
the Club in view, had one room de-
signed especially for its meetings.
The room is smaller than our gener-
al Amusement Hall, is round, di-
vided in its lower part into eight di-
visions by doors and windows, is
well lighted, and admirably adapted
to the purposes to which it is ap-
plied. Four large circular book-
cases well-filled with handsome books,
are set against four divisions of the
walls and fit so closely against the
circular walls as to occupy but a
small portion of the inclosed ciren-
lar area of the room. We call this
room the rotuuda, The whole room
is attractive in its every feature, and
mavy of the happiest periods in
Hospital life are passed by many
patients n it.

This Club has been in operation
for ubout two years, and the inter-
est ‘in its proceedings has pever
flagged. However illiterate be a
patient or nurse, they can participate
in some of the proceedings, and for
those ambitious of elocutional dis-
tinction there is good occasion for
the display of ability and for im-
provement and effective renditions
of literary or ‘musical compositions.
We  unhesitatingly recommend to
the Superintendents of all Insane
Hospituls the inauguration of simi-
b associations.  The participation
of the officers is of course necessary
to impart dignity and euforce deco-
rum i the conduct of the various
business, !

2R R B

Mortality in Hospitals.

Tae success of the medical de-
partment of & hospital for the in-
saue may be measured- by various
standards.  We are satisfied that
the true measure of medieal effi-
cieney will be most certainly indi-
cated, all conditions of loeality, ete.,
being equal; by ‘the proportion of'
deaths ou the average number under
treatment.  In early times this pro-
portion in some hospitals mounted as
high as 13 per cent.  Nige per’ cent.
is now regarded as the highest limit
under normal conditions.  Where
this fizure is exceeded it is probable
that the natural effects of the disease
aré intensified by preventable causes.
By such standard, this Hospital
makes an excellent showing, the

rate of mortality for (he last twelve

months being as low as 6 per cent.,
and for the two years previous less
than that, and the probabilities are,
that it will fall far below this in the
current twelve months,
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EUITED BY A PATIENT.

Merry Christmas.
The patients of the Alubama In-
gane Hospital, through their only
organ of communication with - the
great  world, the METEOR, send
cheerful greetings, and wish a merry
Christmas to all their Kkins-folk,
friends and acquaintances.  May
they in the gladness which the festi-
val was intended to diffuse cease,
during the holidays, to be domina-
ted by worldly eares, and, above the
stayed storms of auxiety for earthly
guccesses, hear the angelic voices
chanting as in Palestie near-
ly nineteen hundred years ago. The
lioly and inspiring refrain of the an-
angelic clioir was but the outerop of
a divine impulse which will throb
dowu the ages, and in the learts of
those whose hope is in the Most
High will never cease at this season
to ring the celestial refrain, “Glory
to God in the highest, peace on earth
and good will to men.”  Let each
who catches the inspiration send it
reverberating round to friends and
neighbors who are possibly less fu-
vored by the divine spirit. Let them
also not forget the example of the
holy shepherds in seeking the divine
babe. He or she who on Christmas
day finds a poor family and minis-
ters (o their necessities finds the in-
fant Jesus as truly as if their feet
had trodden the rude threshold of the
divine stable.

May all the readers of the METEOR,
all friends of the Hospital, all lovers
of whatsoever is true and good,
gain in the innocent abandonments
of the Holy season new gratitude
for the mighty gifts of life, and new
aspirations to expend every power of
soul and body in high and holy en-
deavors that will be pleasing to
Him by whom aund for whom all
created existences were called into
being, and who loveth every human
being with a depth and tenderness
of affection surpassing that of moth-
ers towards their dependent babes.

Praycr.

A friend who has made a study of
mind propounds the following ingeni-
ous theory of prayer, calculated to
answer some objections of sceptics :—
The Mind is unquestionably, in its
roots, its lower aspects, tied down to
and conditioned for its right actions on
material, bodily states. But in its
methods of action and its higher as-

peets, it mounts above all material lim-
itations and acknowledges prineiples
and laws peculinr to itself. While
therefore on its lower side amenable to
material, corporeal influenees, on its
higher and nobler side, it must be from
its very nature, open to immaterial,
spiritual influences.  Admitting this, it
is eusy to see how prayer may be an-
swered by the Creator without violatin
u gingle law of nature. "T'he iudividuaﬁ
for instance prays for relief from dis-
ease. His mind reeeives from on high
a spivitual impulse in answer,which re-
acting upon his whole organism con-
quers the disease. Or, praying for the
cure of another person, a spiritual in-
fluence descends upon that person’s
mind and through the influence brought
upon ir, the whole body is affected so
potentially as to rectify the depraved
conditions. Whole communities, and
States even. might thus be advantage-
ously influenced by prayer briugﬂag
down upon all or some of them celes-
tinl influences which reacting upon
their bodies and courses of conduet,
might accomplish striking changes for
the better. In all such casges not one
principle of the laws of the material
world is for a moment infringed; for
the marvellous influence of the Mind
on the body is as much bound up in
the laws of Nature as the influence of
the sun or moon on the level of the
ocean.

Whether the laws or courses of Na-
ture are in any ecase set aside by
prayer is not considered in the above
theory which was only intended to
show even from the most rigidly sci-
entific aspeet, that the most striking re-
sults, not otherwise attainable, might
be achieved by prayer, without any
interference with such laws. And
on this supposition, it would not have
been unreasonable in the Christians of
New York. some years since.to have
accepted Prof. T'yndall’s challenge in
reference to the cure of patients in
Hospitals,

-
Hospital Statistics.

During the year ending Sept. 30,
1881, there were 229 applications
for the admission of patients into
the Alabama Insane E[ospital, of
which 143 were admitted, and 86
refused admittance for want of
room. During the year 86 patients
were diseharged cured; 32 were
discharged more or less improved ;
and 28 died. The total number un-
der treatment during the year were
545; and the daily average 413.
There remained in the Hospital at
close of the year 417. The rate of
cures on the number admitted is
abont 47 per cent.; and the rate of
deaths on the average number under
treatment something over 6 per cent.

As there was no meeting of the
Legislature this year, the usual An-
nual Report of the Officers of the
Hospital was not printed. It will
appear next November in the form of
a biennial report to the Legislature.

All the Hospital pl:intin —and it Is
n&: a little—is done in the METEOR
office.

Responsibility for Crime.

In the late trial of Mrs. Elizabeth
Coleman for the murder of George I'.
Coles in the city of New York, Chief
Justice Davis, in his charge to the jury,
stated that the test of responsibility for
eriminal acts in the State of New York,
i the capacity of the acensed to distin-
guish between right and wrong at the
time, and with respect to the act which
is the subject of judicial inquiry."

The insufficiency of this **test” must
be apparent to every one who has
closely studied the methods of the in-
sane. Confirmed lunatics are continn-
ally committing acts which they know
at the time to be illegal and wrong,
and which they sometimes adroitly at-
tempt to conceal. The kleptomaniac,
as every one knows, steals and at-
tempts to conceal the theft; and the
vietims of the more pronounced forms
of insanity are perpetually perpetrat-
ing breaches of law and morals which
they know Lo be wrong. ‘Not only so,
but confirmed and violent lunaties are
as often restrained from the perpetra-
tion of such offences by the fear of
punizshment. Every one who lias had
much experience with the insane has
observed these every day facts, The
test of responsibility should therefore
include not only the ability to distin-
guish between right and wrong, but
the power to pursue the right and avoid
the wrong.

But it is very guestionable if it be
possible to frame any formula that will
include or rather exclude all the phe-
nomena of insanity—any test by which

EVEry ¢ase, or even i lar;irer number of

cases, may be satisfactorily tried. Itis
easy, if this were the proper place for
such exposition, to show why this
must always be the case.or at least
continue to be so. until the laws and
mrsterious operations of the human
mind are better understood. For the
Erese'ﬂt then, the only safe and sensi-

le proceeding in the determination of
eriminal responsibility will be to judge
every case upon its own merits. After
thorough investigation into the ante-
cedents, habits, character, condition as
to health or disease, inherited tenden-
cies, ete., ete., of the accused, conduet-
ed by experts and others whose oppor-
tunities and powers of observation qual-
ify them for such office, un intelligent
ju?. we believe, wounld be better quali-
fied to reach correct conclusions than
by the application of certain “‘tests”
that experience has shown may be so
contorted and twisted as to mean any-
thing or nothing.

It is earnestly hoped that the learned
Judge of the Court now engaged in the
trial of Guitean, with the aid of his
splendid corps of medieal experts and
practiced attorneys, may be enabled to
cut loose from the precedents and au-
thorities of a century past, and enun-
ciate for future guidance, principles of
jurisprudence commensurate, not only
with the great case he is trying. but
with the great advances that have been
made within the past decade or two in
other departments of social science.

il
-t

Since our last issue, Prof. Willough-
by Reade, who is well known to thou-
sands as an elocutionist, gave two gra-
tuitous exhibitions of his skill at the

Hospital.
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Answers to Correspondents.
L. M.—Has science done away

with Hell ?

Noj; it bas only reduced its tempera-
ure—from that of molten granite to
that of boling waler. Theologians,
however, expeet when Bob Ingersoll
departs this life that the old tempera-
ture will be regained.

A. R.—Is not the earth really flat

instead of round?

Yes; and it i& now Pmposed, by
means of dynamite, to enlarge the ope-
nings in it that the sun, moon and stars
may more easily pass through, and
thus shorten the nights so as to put
a stop to all employments after sun-
down. One of the probable results
will be the abolition of the theatre and
the disuse of jewels in wearing apparel.

Vinerre.—Ought one to be seri-
ous or jocular in company ?

There is no invariable rule. One
must be serious or jocose according to
cireumstances. Serious folks get eredit
for more sense than they have, their
stock deteriorating for lack of adequale
airing. H abitual’ jesters are usually
bankrupt of wisdom from expending
all that comes to them in firing squibs,

Errie.—Do dreams ever come
true?

Yes; dreams do sometimes come
true, as for instance, when a married
man dreams that his head is becoming
bald. But dreams on religious mat-
ters are most reliable. As a proof of
this, persons who dream of dying are
very apt to dream that they went to
the bad place.

B. W. 8.—*'Why the appetite for
food should be greater than proper?”
is a difficult question to answer. Mr.
Herbert Spencer, -somewhere in  his
philosophy, sayg that ealling to mind
the conditions of the aboriginal man,
we shall find an explanation of this
apparent anomaly in the fact, that the
irregularity in his supplies of food ne-
cessitated an ability to eat largel
when food was attainable, and necessi-
tated, therefore, & corresponding de-
sire. Now that the supplies of food
have become regular. and no contin-
gent periods of long fasting have to he
provided against, the desire isin ex-
cess and has to be abated.” Our expla-
nation is different. It is in brief that
the Lord sends men food. but the devil
sénds the cooks. Badly cooked food
keeps one in a state of semi-starvation
and causes them, especially if an angel
presides for a few days in the kitchen,
to ¢it to repletion.

A. F.—Is insanity ketching?

Yes: insanity is “ketching.” Every
one should: be careful about sleep-
ing in the same _room with a person af-
flicted with the disease lest they
“ketch it." We' have known several
such cases.

Awicus.—Is Friday really an un-
lucky dny?

Yeés: but chiefly for people con-
demned to be hanged. Marrying on
Friday is apt to result badly unless the
parties know each other well. For
young women of snobbigh tastes an in-

troduetion to foreign counts on Friday
is ill-omened.

ExqQuirgr.—How far is Tuska-
loosa from the Hospital ?

The distance to Tuskaloosa depends
on circumstances. In walking over it
to see an animal show or a circus, or
to o shopping, it is less than two short
miles. In going to church it is three
thousand four hundred and forty-five
measured——yards.

O. H.—Which is most
worthy, science or religion?

It is hard to say whether science or
religion is most trustworthy, as both
are demonstrably true. In the con-
struction of a house the dieta of sci-
ence are more reliable, but in means to
avoid a drought religion is generally
resorted to. The Ameriean fashion is
to trust to science as far it will go, and
then tie on to religion.

JAcK.—At what season of
year do ’Possums get ripe?
When persiminons get fat,

frust-

the

P. D.—Is there any rule for
telling insanity ?

There is no absolute line of demar-
cation between sanity and insanity from
the scientific point of view. But from
the practical point of view there is.
The great majority of lunatics are out-
side of Insane Hospitals. It matters
not how crazy a person be, so long as
he minds only his own business he is
not reckoned insane. The practical
line of demarcation then is letting or
not letting alone other peoples’ affairs.

Papers for Sunday Itending.

Besides the careful distribution of
ordinary newspapers, which is never
omitted, we distribute on Sunday to
each ward a package of papers for
Sunday reading, This package is
made up of pictorials and religions
papers. Many patients who cannot
read, or are too sick to care to do so,
find pleasure in turhing over the
pages of the pictorial papers, KEach
package of pictorial and religious
papers is returned to the Librarian
on Monday morning and on next
Sunday does duty for another ward,
any missed or lost ones being re-
placed by, new supplies. All picto-
rials and religious papers sent the
Hospital. are preserved for this
special purpose.

We are indebted to the ladies of
Mobile, through Mrs. Aun T. Hun-
ter, for a large supply of church
papers and periodicals. Other kind
persons, whose “names do not occur
to us at this moment, have been in
the habit of reserving instead of de-
stroying, their pictorials and religi-
ous papers aud sending them to us.

e commend this example to all
onr readers hoping that many of
them will imitate it, as it will cost
them only the few cents needful for
postage. Bear in miund, that every
pictorial and religious paper sent to

the Hospital, finds its way to the
twenty wards of the institution, and
is thus seen by all the five hundred
persons connected with it.

L | —
Prof. John TL.owry.

This eminent instructor in elocution
in the University of the South, at Se-
wanee, 'Tenn., spent a portion of his
vacation with Dr. and Mrs. Bryce.
During his sojourn with us, he not only
delighted our Club with readings and
recitations, but also instructed gratu-
itously several of our more ambitious
members in the art of elocution. "I'he
Professor, we believe, is a bachelor,
and the best wish we can make for him
is, that he may soon find a mate worthy
of so genial and accomplished a gen-
tleman,

Assassination and Insanity.
We have read with intense inter-
est an Essay, entitled as above, by
the Hon. Wm. R. Smith, editor of
the Law-Central, Washingtion, D. C.
Judge Smith is a native and former
resident of Tuskaloosa, Ala. Asa
lawyer, especiully as aun advocate in
criminal cases, he has certainly no
superior and. probably few equals iy
this or any other State. He is be-
sides a litterateur and a writer, both
in prose and verse, of high order.
Those interested in the trial of
Guitean, and of others who have
been arraigned in times past for at-
tempts upon the lives of Rulers, will
do well to procure a copy of this
Essay. Certainly every lawyer and
medical expert ought to have a copy.
————

Expertisni. A

Dr. James G. Kiernan, of Chicago,
who was put upon the stand as an Ex-
pert in the trial of Guitean., when asked
**What is the proportion of insane peo-
ple to sane people in the world#" ye-
plied that, *“Five out of every twenty-
five were probable insane!™ To the
question, **Whether it was not eommon
for the insane to reason logically ou
false premises?’ he answered that it
was not. *'They may appear to do
s0,"" he replied, *"but you cannot say
how much logie enters into their re:-
soning.” 'T'o the inquiry as to his re-
ligious bias, the Doctor replied that he
Wias an agnostic.

Taking the above as the Doctor's
views on the prevalence of insanity and .
of the fundamental prineiples of rea-
soning, some of his brother Experts,
we fear, will class him as an “‘agnos-
tic™ in psychiatry as well as religion.
- -
Hereditary Insanity.

Insanity is generally a result of
heredity. The late Dr. Ray be-
lieved that it is so always. But as
with other diseases, the constitution-
al seeds of the disease, may be dor-
mant till roused by conjunction of
circumstances. In this latter sense
many of the ordinary eauses of dis-
ease may be canses of insanity.
Mental application, instead of being
adverse to sanity, especially pro-
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motes health, both of mind and
body. Many persons war with the
integrity of their minds by thinking
out of proportion to the materials
for thought. The brain, in such
cases, i3 like a mill-stone al-
ways on the go, yet ill supplied with
corn to be ground. Woe to the
brain that thinks and thinks without
liberal supplies of material for
thought.

B e
Punishment and IRestraint.

Every family which counts an insane
member, all friends of the afilicted and
every well-wisher of his Kind, must feel
gredt interest in the subjeet of restraint
in Hospitals for the [usane. We have
repeatedly written on this point. but as
it is important. we allude to it here
only to note the great change which
lias taken place in the matfer in the
care of insane persons. In all rightly
condneted Hospirals the whole appa-
ratus of deviees for personal restraint
has ceased to be. and restraint is con-
fined to the very few cases in which
some very sfmple deviee is needful to
prevent destruetion of artieles of dress,

Restraint was formerly a facile means
of punishment. and the revolution
which is going on in the public mind in
reference to punishments of all kinds,
has no doubt exereised a decided influ-
ence in its abrogation, ‘I'he conviction
is now almost universal with all well
informed persons that all punizhment
that is net diseiplinary or remedial is
ahsolutely wrong. Arbitrary punish-
ment of children is generally conceded
to be not only false in principle. but
detrimental to the character both of the
mnished und the punisher. Dratality
s the true word to rizhtly express the
state of heart which habitually pre-
sliles in the punishment of children.
All punishments to be beneficial must
not only be destitute of retaliatory. re-
venreful animus, but must be as far na
possible Tike those inflicted hy God's
Providence—must be a natural result
of the evil courses intended to be
stamped  with reprobation,  Punish-
ments of this kind. with every atom of
animosity eliminated, and coming on
one as natural and inevitable results of
their own evil eourses. are in the high-
est gense disciplinary anl reformatory.
All others are mierely attempts to rizht
wrongs by duplicating them., und in
principle. are very much more absurd
than the old apothiegsm about the hair
of the dog curing the bite; for they
involve not the hygienie value of the
hair. but of a veritable biting of the
dog by the person bit.

Occupantion of the Insane.

Uzetul ocenpation is atill regarded ot
the Hospital a wost valuable remedial
agent in the treatment of insanity.
Quite a troop of the male patients go
out daily to work on the farm. and
quite as many more are made nseful at
work in keeping the wards in proper
condition. Every Iady patient who ean
do even a little work i< encournged to
do what she can—the tastes of all be-
ing as far s possible reparded in the
kinds of work to be done. Nof unfre-
quently the patienrs have learned in the
Hospifal trades of which they were be-
fore utterly ignorant.

The Objcet of our Paper.

One of the objects of the METEOR,
perhaps the very chief, is to furnish
the friends and patrons of the Hos-
pital, the editors of the newspapers
in the State, and last, but not least,
the members of our State Legisla-
ture, with such varied descriptions
of the institution and the great pur-
poses it has in view, as it is impossi-
ble to convey to them in any other
way. The contents of .the MeTEOR,
therefore, takes in a wide rauge of
subjects all of which, however, have
a bearing more or less direct upon
the condition, management and
prospects of the Hospital and the
welfare of the insane. As our little
paper too, will find its way to per-
sous of different tastes and degrees
of culture, it- must unecessarily fur-
nish' a variety of pabulum in order
to suit all. We hope that the pres-
ent number, which is larger than
any of its predecessors, will meet
with the approval of its readers.
The articles in this number, though
not signed, have been written by
quite & number of persons connected
with the Hospital. ¢

4 - — - —
3. L.. Wymban, M. D.

Dr. B. L. Wyman. has been Assistant
Physician of the Alabama Insane Hos-
pital for eight months, since May 1st.
The position is one of great responsi-
bility for so young a man. bat he has
discharged the duties of his post with
such satisfaction to the Superintendent
that he is regarded as 1 most valnable
acquisition to the llospital. He has,
too, by his patience and courtesy in
dealing with the patients and em-
ployees, professionally and socially,
endeared himself to them, and has se-
cured a decree of affection and venera-
tion which is ordinarily reserved for
older men and inore prolonged nc-
quaintance,  An explanation of his
sueeess ig found in the exceptional ad-
vantares he has enjoyed. DBorn of
learned parents—his mother a highlf
educated woman, his father for a length
of time a most prominent Professor at
the University of Alabama—he has
through life had every incentive to
mental development. A Graduate with
honors at the Alabama State Univer-
sity. graduating aflerwards in the Medi-
eal Department University Virginia,and
at University Medical College,City of N.
York. he was for some time connected,
with more than one very large Hospi-
tal in New York City. We have not
learned if he proposes to make a
specialty of insanity. His scholarly
discipline and habits, excellent judg-
ment, and keen perception admirably
qualifly him to aspire to exceptional
siecess in the analysis of mental dis-
orders and the selection of remedies
therefor. As questions in reference to

Mind are the most important and inter-
esting that engage modern science, it
is to be hop 1at he will conclude
that the paths of difficulty are the
paths of honor, and devote himself to
the mastery of the problems of Mind
in health and disease.

Protection of Flospltals

agalnst Flre.

In view of the frequent destruc-
tions by fire of retreats provided for
the insane, the protection of such
buildings from that danger has be-
come both interesting and important.
The Superintendent years ago made
every preparation which his means
allowed, for fighting fire at the Hos-
pital. Besides several Babcock fire
extinguishers, large quantities of
hose of good size and in convenient
lengths, were wound on hose-wagons
kept in very accessible places. The
male employees of the Hospital are
now and then instructed as to the
right method of bringing into use,
in the event of fire, both the extin-
guishers and the hose. But from a
diligent study of the whole subject
of protection against fire, he is satis-
fied that any system is radically de-
fective in which supplies of water
must be had from the endangered
building. The rapid spread of the
fire usually so interferes with the'
water-pipes ns to render the water
stored in tanks in the upper part of
a burning building unavailable. He
purposes, therefore, at his earliest
opportunity to obtain a good steam-
fire engine to be manned by the out-
side employees of the institution,
The efforts of the nurses, in the
event of a fire, would properly be.
confined to caring for the patients—
removing them from the wards, con-
ducting them to places of safety and
supervising their conduct during the
excitement inevitable to sueh casu-
alty. There are already available
for a good fire-engine two supplies of
water external to the Hospital build-
ing. The one in front is the reser-
voir about the fountain. The one
in the rear is the gas reservoir. Both
of these always contain large quan-
tities of water which would be avail-
able by a fire engine, and which
under no circumstances could be ren-
dered unavailable by fire within the
building. The Hospital buildings
have never cost the State one cent
for insurance and in view of the
great calamity of a possibly destruc-
tive fire it seems to us that the idea
of a good steam fire-engine is timely
and the height’ of genuine economy
and practical wisdom.

Tuskaloosa county is not a grass
country, but we get good beef for

the Hospital for $3.49.
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Partial Insanity.

The title of this article may seemn ab-
surd to persons familiar with insanity.
It is a fact that insanity can not be
total unless there iz loss of conscious-
ness. But there are cases in which
there is 8o general a depravation of the
mental power that the subjects of the
disease are utterly unfit for society, or
for the right discharge of even the
simplest matters of business. On the
other hand, there are many cases in
which while the judgment is entirely
unimpaired in reference to most mat-
ters, on particular subjects the indi-
vidual entertains the wildest notions.
It would astonizh those not conversant
with lunacy to discover how perfectly
saneé many lunatics are on gome sub-
jeets, while being on others utterly ir-
rational. On the face of it, this would
seem to imply that every subject of
thought is allied to a special portion of
the brain, or that a partienlar tract of
the brain is specially devoted to partic-
ular subjects. It this were so, it would
be easy to see how, when a certain
tract of brain is disordered, the resul(-
ing insanity might be limited to a par-
ticular subject of thought. Butsuch a
theory is untenable, for while the tracts
of brain are limited, the subjects of
thought are practically infinite. A
more philosophical explanation of the
matter will be readily grasped by those
who know something of permutations
—that with only a very limited number
of figures the order in which they may
be arranged is practically countless,
Instead, therefore, of sppposing that
each subject of thought requires a
speciul truct of brain. let us suppose
thut it requires a special combination
of tracts. Then if there were only.an
hundred different tracts of brain and
cach subject requnired as the physieal
basis of the thoughts about it. from six
to twelve traets, it is easy to see that
the subjects of thought might be count-
less and )!'ut every one find a epecial
physieal basis in the brain, for the
thoughts connected with them. This
theory would readily explain the ex-
istence of insanity on special subjeets
only. For if every subject of thought
required for its right entertaimnents the
cooperation of certain small tracts of
brain, the brain tracts might all be in a
normal state, yet if the white fibres
connecting them are diseased, the
thought would be disordered by lack
of eoordinate action of all the neces-
sary tracts. 'The derangement of a
tract of gray substance would necessa-
rily disorder all orders of thought in
which it was aecustomed to be employ-
ed. The trath of this view of the mat-
ter is rendered probable by the count-
less white fibres which run'in all direc-
tions in the brain and thus make prac-
ticable the combination of several or
many partsof the brain as the exigencies
of the preeess of thinking may demaud.

P& The work of fitting the Univer-
gity Grove for the use of our patients
has already begun. As soon as a few
ditches are dug to fet rid readily of the
surface water, and a few useless trees
cut down to give more room to those
Jeft, and the ground be scarified and
planted to grase, this grove will con-
tribute a very valuable addition to our
resources for amusement, its fine shades
making it an admirable resort for
strolling and otber parties in summer.

Mr. Editor :—Will you allow me
through the imedium of your interest-
ing journal, to thank our learned and
hizhly esteemed friend, Dr. Goree. in
behalf of the patients of the Hospital,
for his very interesting and instructive
Sunday evening lectures upon the
Bible. I would like very much to give
your readers a synopsis of his last lee-
ture, but fear that in attempting it 1
might do him injustice and consume too
much of your valuable space, Suffice
it to say, that they are replete with
much valuable information, are deliv-
ered in a very pleasing style, and are
highly enjoyed by all those who at-
tend. The lectures which have been
given were ‘rather introductory to an
extended course upon the Seriptures
which he thinks of delivering in the
Rotunda on Sunday evenings.

We congratulate the Doctor upon his
success, and wish him God speed in
his future labors. The Doctor algo de-
livers lectures to the colored immates,
male and female.

Christmas Festivities.

Christmas is too important a pe-
riod to be suffered to go by withont
commemoration. It is the beautiful
and unfailing basis of all other sa-
cred festivals. In our day there are
devout Christians disposed, in dis-
cussing the claims of Christianity,
to evade giving prominence to the

miraeles recorded in conuection with |

it. But they surely forget that the
incarnation is the miracle of all
miracles—the one stupendons mani-
festation "of God's direct interven-
tion in human affuirs—which makes
all other miracles sink into insig-
nificance.

Our celebration will be conducted
as usual, on Christmas-Eve, in the
large Amusement Hall. The exer-
cises will be opened with earols by
the large Hospital choir. To this
will succeed the distribution of
Christmas presents. These will not
be presents in name merely, but a
handsome and nseful gift will be
made to every component of the
crowd of inmates of the Hospital
present on the eccasion. Many of
these presents were made at the
Hospital, by the lady nurses and pa-
tients under the supervision of the
Matren, especially for distribution on
the occasion. But the most beanti-
ful, the most showy presents will be
from a large supply furnished by
those generous and unfailing friends
of the institution, Friedman & Love-
man, of the Atlanta Store, Tuska-
loosa.

After the distribution of presents
other carols or glees will be sung.
To these will sueceed the most boun-
tiful supply of good things for the
inner man. These latter will not
oply be abundant in quantity but ex-
cellent and varied in quality. Some
of our ladies have promised to pre-

pare pieces for recitation, and if
time permits one or more of these
will be introduced before the final
music and songs of the evening.
*Watehman, let thy wanderings cease,
UHie thee to thy quiet home.
Traveller, 10! the Prince of Peace,
Lo! the son of God is come,”
Tramways and Tramways.
In its rear the Hospital prescnts
an aspect that closely resembles the
vicinity of some Ruilroad depots.
Railways winding in and out from
various directions. the loaded cars
rumbling over them, the two great
chimneys ponring forth dense vol-
umes of emoke, while the gush, gush,
gush, of the eseaping steam from the
steam pump at the spring and the
engine that drives the laundry appa-
ratus and that of the machine shops,
all close a* Lard. are strongly sugges-
tive of that stirrinz tide of business
which marks the vicinity of promi-
vent depots. Beside the coal-mine
tramway which as it approaches the
rear of the Hospital divides and
sub-divides to facilitate the delivery
of coal at various points, there is
the tramway ruuniog to the brick-
yard, and still another and larger
one, runving to a rivulet bordering
the Hospital tract on the east, from
which we could only get adequate
supplies of good sand for building
the walls of the new additions to the
Hospital. The two first tramways
have been laid and used for some
years. The last was constructed
this year solely on account of the
demands of the late additions to the
Hospital buildings now going up.

B&=1It is =aid the Porte has ordered
the re-building of Solomon’s temple at
Jerusalem. Julian, the apostate, it
will be remembered brought to such an
attempt the whole power of the impe-
rial executive of the great Roman Em-
pire. He failed, as devout eastern
Christians and Roman Catholies be-
lieve, by the direct intervention of
JelLovah—the flames issuing from the
earth and driving away the workmen.
Will the Sultan’s endeavor meet with
the same or a similar result? Nous
verrons.

B#™ We have just remodeled and
enlurged our steam-drying room, ac-
cording to plans farnished by the Bos-
ton Laundry Company. 'There are
twenty-seven horses or racks, each in-
dependent, and moving on wheels.
The five hundred dozen clothes washed
at the Hospital during a week can be
dried in the absence of sun-shine—
which is always the best dryer—as fast
as they are washed. &

P& Dr.Bryce was subpenaed (o Les-
tify as an expert in the Guitean case,
but his Matron and Steward both being
absent, he was very kindly excused by
Mr. Scoville,
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Dr. ¥. P. Coohrane.
Since our last issue, our talented
and efficient assistant physician,
whose name appears above, has left
us to enter into the private practice
of his profession in the thriving city
of Birmingham. He held the posi-
tion of Assistunt Physician in the
Hospital for five consecutive years.
He was matried on the 1Ith
of May last to Miss Lala
Mudd, daughter of our distinguished
Judge and Jurist, Hor® Wm. S.
Mudd. The night before Dr. C.s
departure, an entertainment was
given him iu our capacious Amuse-
-nent Hall, where a handsome pres-
cat was tendered him by the nurses
and other employees of the Hospital,
as an expression of their high ap-
preciation and regard. It is useless
to say we miss the Doctor’s genial
fuce und manner. We wish him
success in his new field of lubor and
hope he may find as true friends
there as he leaves behiud.
e
The North Pole.
1t strikes us that there is altogether
too much seattering in endeavors to
penetrate the extreme polar regions.
Iustead of a loug line of posts encir-
¢ling the pole would it not be better to
have the line of posts pointed straight
toward it? By having these posts with-
in short distances of each other, 50
that the oceapants could now and theu
communicate with each other, and hav-
ing the most advanced posts well
supplied with every appliance for press-
ing on and establishing still more ad-
vanced posts, definite and steady ad-
vances towaris the pole would be us-
sured. As'it is. we have year by year
an iteration of the same old experien-
ces of the hardships of Arctic explora-
tions, with little additions to our actual
knowledge of the extreme polar regions.
-

i We are grieved to hear that
the health of Miss D, L. Dix has so
declined, that most of her time is
spent in her own room. Miss Dix
would never tell her own age, but it
is probable that she has outlived the
period allotted in Scripture ' to
man. How delightful must be her
reflections, as she sfands near the
brink of the grave, upon the manner
in which all the years of her mature
life have been spent—in endeavors
to alleviate the sufferings of afflicted
humanity. Think of this, ye vain
and foolish women whose time is
spent in selfish and frivolous employ-
ments.

e

> The additions to the Hospital
will “hardly be completed in less than
four years from the date of the Bill
making the appropriation. By the
terms of the Bill only $25.000 could be
expended annnally. ‘This leature wus
engrafted in order that too great strain
might not be put upon the Treasury of
the State inany one year.

The Gultean Case.

As our paper comes from an insanity
head-quarters, some expression of
opinion on the above may be expected
of us. Althongh not an expert, we
have seen so many cases of the disease
that we have watched with great inter-
est the various phases of the vexed
question that is now agitated at the
capital of the country.

ue of the strongest points for the
defence was the alleged insane diathe-
sis of his family. How much force
this is likely to exert will be evident
from a fact stated in another article of
our paper, that heredity goes go far be-
fore all other canses of insanity as to
have led some distinguished alienists
to be profoundly convinced that in its
absence all other so-called causes of
the disense fail to eventuatein mental
derangement. The testimony on that
point. which for a time scemed very
elear, has become very contradictory.
If, however, it should be established to
the satisfaction of the jury that the as-
sassin’s friends, years ago, consulted a
highly respectable physician in refer-
ence 10 his suspected insanity it ought,
we think, to heighten greatly the pre-
sumption of mental disorder. Even it
the physician consulted was nol an ex-
pert the fact that the question of insan-
ity was =o seriously entertained as to
induce formal medical examination of
the point goes far Lo strengthen the
truth of the elaim in the prisoner’s favor.

One thing is certain. The assassin
will fuil in one chief objeet, to prove
that he is a oan of ability. He is
clearly weak-ininded; with only such
qualities of intellect as go to make the
unsucecesstul sharper,

His conduct in the past and his ac-
tions during the trial show that he is
very peculiar. A fruitful source of
these eccentricities, we think, has been
hig inordinate vanity. Even if not in-
sane, his mind was eveér badly balanced.

We waited with much interest the
testimony of the distinguished experls.
Up to the present time this has been
made to amount to nothing, in conse-
quence of the restriction fo the silly
hypothetical ecase. This testimony
ought to have come last, and each ex-
pert should have been allowed toswear
if he thonght the accused responsible
or not, and why.

An attempt to deeide, a8 some courts
have done, whether an admitted delu-
sion was connected with the unlawful
act, i= altogether too nice a point to be
of much regard in the ordinary admin-
istration of justice. If the action of Lhe
mind in any point be confessedly ab-
normal it is  impossible to say how far
all its actions may be influenced by the
unnatural element.  For, although
the mind. in one view, is made up of
separate powers, in another it is an in-
divisible unit, in which the action of
the whole is ever qualified by the right
or wrong action of the various parts.

§= The young ladies at the Univer-
sity are getting up a play for the bene-
fit of the Hospital patients. By young
ladies of the University is not meant
lady-students. Alabama has not got
that far along yet. Only the daughters
of the I’rofessors are meant. We failed
to hear if the play were to be origii al
or borrowed. By all means let it be
like most of Shakesperre's, burrowed
with material amendmenta,

Meteorie Dust.

During the summer croguet and
archery on the lawn were the popu-
lar pass-times. Since the commence-
ment of cool weather—none cold
yet—conversaziones, ecard parties
and dancing are all the go. Danec-
ing ranks high in all Hogpitals as »
useful diversion for the insane.—As
many a8 six patients left us one
morning lately to return to their
friends, the muchinery of their upper
story all in excellent running order.
—The Trustees paid us their usuul
aunual visit. So fur as we have
learned, they found everything in a
gatisfuctory condition. They are
all gentlemen of brod culture, well
and ‘widely known. ‘TI'heir deport-
ment has so endeared them to the
officers, patients and employees of
the Hospital that their visits are ex-
pected with much pleasure. Dr. Juo.
Little, Jr.,, Cashier of the First
National Bank of Tuskaloosa, was
by them made Treasurer of the Hos-
pital, viee Jo. McLester resigned.—
Dr. B. Leon Wyman, our new As-
sistant Physician makes a very ef-
ficient President of the Literary,
Musical and Social Club.—We are
furnishing the University with gas
at $1,50 per thousand feet. There
is little profit for us in these figures,
but it is a fair return for our expen-
diture of labor and money in the
mattér. More than this we would
not have, if we could from a sister
institution.—Although this number
of the METEOR is issued as a Christ-
mas edition, it is dated Dec, 24, be-
cuuge Christmas falls on Sunday.
Christmas this year will, therefore,
be a festival with a double signifi-
cance, one pointing to the birth, the
other to the resurrection of the God-
man.—The deer having been trans-
ferred, in the Spring, to the Ladies’
Airing-Court, on account of the work
to be done on the addition to the
West Wing of the Hospital, have be-
come great favorites with the ladies.
They are a beautiful sight, “Gibbie,”
with his majestic horns and airs,
“Sylvia,” the docile doe, inviting you
to pet her, and the lovely fawn just
free from the spots of her early
months.—We are indebted to Mr.
Jno. S. Pierson, who has heretofore
been so liberal in supplying us with
books. ete., for a large lot of Christ-
mas carols.—We have recently pur-
chased a large lot of wovén-wire
mattresses. These mattresses have
given such satisfaction that they will
probably be .introduced through the
whole  establishment.—The opera
chairs with which the Rotunda is
supplied, are a great improvement
on the ordinary chair.




