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Lucus a non Lucendo.

~

[ NO. 17.

The Mereor will be printed in future
solely for the use of the patients of the
Hospital, “If a copy fall into the hands
of persons not attached to the institu-
tion, they may discover if they have an
equitable right to read it, by asking them-
selves the following query: “Have I a
thoroughly sound and well-balanced mind,
free from quips and cranks of every
kind?’ If yes, return the paper to the
Hospital, as an estray.

P

35~ Surely there must be potent charms
of some kind about the Hospital. Miss
Bryee left us with the most profuse, tearful
expressions of reluctance to abandon the
precinets of the institution. Yet she had
spent only a few months with the Superin-
tendent’s family.

Another young lady, visiting last year a
friend who was an inmate, saw very much
less of life at the Hospital. Yet she was 50

leased that on the eve of starting for the
Eentennifd she writes that she would rather
pay a visit to the Hospital.

i The principal amusements of the
men's Airing-Court are ten-pins, billiards
and marbles.  There is least exercise in
billiards. Ten-pins are admirable training
for the muscles.. Marbles, too, make one
sweat, not by the efforts of propulsion,
but -by the frequent walks across the
yard, and the frequent stoops to regain
the taw. Checkers and oratory are oc-
casional indulgences. The former have
fallen into comparative disfavor since the
opening of the ten-pin alley and billiard-
saloon. Oratory seems to be monopolized
by one man, We have thought several
times of writing to Munn & Co. to ascer-
tain if D had ever taken out a patent
for the exercise of the art of spouting in
Insane hospitals; and if so, how many
years his patent has yet to runj; or if it
might not be evaded by a machine which
omitted the perpetual motion principle.

R, SR
Poetry.

Life. we know, is full of poetry. Our
gouls everflow with it. We used to think that
few persons have the arf of compressing
it into & ljiterary form. Since reading Mr.
Sydney Lanier’s Centennial Poem, we have
changed our mind. Any one can munufac-
ture it. We therefore beg pardon of the
Hospital bavds, and entreat them all to send
us their every effusion. 'The Centennial has
tanght us something. And now let our con-
tributors haste to avail themselves of the
new poetical era which has dawned upon
the United States. Be quick, for the new
golden age of versifiers may not last long.
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B On the 21st of April some fair friend,
learning that it was our editor's birth-day,

tossed into the office, in his absence, a large
and beantiful bonquet, He returns thanks
for the kind regard, and also for the house-
keeper’s recognition of the day by good
things for the palate.

[ Miss Julia Bryce, during her visit
to friends at the Hospital, gained quite a
reputation in amateur histrionies, by her
presentatign of the character of Magaret
in “Lové® Sacrifice.”” Every member
of the large and select audience was
deeply impressed with the vividness of
her portrayals. Some weeks later, when
the time came to bid the Hospital world
adieu, a veritable sacrifice of love was
enacted. We sympathised deeply with
the profound grief which her adien to
the Hospital brought her. May all the
Jhiappiness be her’s that would seem the
rightful portion of a bloominyz young wo-
man with so noble an intellect and so
generous a heart.
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3= Dr. Huger has moved into the pretty
little cottage in the pine grove on the Hos-
pital unds. A patlent declares that Dr.
H. is his evil genius, having married his
sweet-heart without leave asked, and now
approprinted the charming Ttalian  villa
which it was the ambition of his life to in-
habit. But for the wife's sake, he hopes the
pines may not cease their soft . Holian
strains. He adds, that having lost the coi-
tage which the winds habitually serenade,
he shall look out now for oue with a frog
band attached.

—h—=

Why are printers excellent Chistians?
Because they attach so much importance

to “‘justification.”
—.-——-o-_l

3= The East Wing (Ladies) Readin
Club eontinues to hold its meetings, thoug
somewhat irregularly of late. One word of
adviee: 'The selections should be very long,
if the object of the club is to impress upon
the minds of the members how much lite-
rary work one person can accomplish in a
life-time. The chapter from the Bible af
the last meeting we attended, was especially
appropriate, inasmuch as its legitimate ef-
feet was the ineuleation of an indifference to
all such vanities as a right accenination and
just modulation. Siill the question may be
asked. Is it right to put friends, invited to
a frolie, to mllfng logs?

I The West Wing (Gentlemen) De-
bating Club, undeterred by the frequent
failure of the male members tu pevform
the duties assigned them, pursucs the
even tenor of its way. Of the even treb-
le of its route we can not speak with the
same confidence. Some of the ladies
have withdrawn, and some have read
guch excellent speeches in the debates,
that there is a talk of ruling out all speech-

es that are in manuseript. Why both

male and female members should have
voted into the President’s office, for the
next term, a member who is afflicted
with a deafness that is almost absolute,
we shall leave others to surmise.

o—-.-
A Now and Stroll.

Late in April we had the pleasure, in
company with the Supervisor of male nur-
ses, of a row of some miles up the beauti-
ful lake-like expanse of the Warrior, just
above the Tuskaloosa shoals, and opposite
the Hospital. Mr. W. attended us i half-mile
for luck—fisherman’s luck. Neither Peler,
our oarsman, nor we, knew anything of row-
ing. so we described the most beautiful zig-
zags all the way to Watson’s ferry at the
mouth of North River. Then J halloed for
Watson till his throat was sore. Next he
wished that Watson was in the bad place—
so that he would be sure to _encounter him,
we sul:posu. Then we walked to a house
on a high hill distant a half-mile: no one
theré since the deluge. Then we came
back to our skiff, and J again tried the pow-
er, first of his lungs, then of pious aspira-
tions for W’s sojourn in that tropical eoun-
try before named. Then we wafked a mile
or two miles—the distance was hard to esti-
mate, for it was up-hill, and the dinner hour
was past—to another house: house unin-
habited. Then we heard a roostér crow:
found W within ten steps of the rooster;
made a trade with him for -services to be
rendered to a pic-nie party in a day or two§
took a dismayed look at {'V s troop of tow=
headed infants; wondered if sueh luck
awaited all the couples which were to par-
ticipate in the pic-nie. Then we returned to
our skiff'; erossed North River, and climbed
a precipitous hill, by way of adventure and
romance : found that there is more *grace”
in climbing than in un-climbing a hill, for
in the descent you encounter the “Law" of
gravity, Next we zig-zagged down the riv-
er, and on the way to the Hospital met our
fisherman and a patient going to take a row.
Then we ate a 8: 40 dinner; piled a big sup-
per a-top of it; went to bed, slept like logs
float, and waked with the convietion that
there is nothing like rowing and hill-climb-
ing to make one sore all over.

1% T determined,” said a patient, “to
wateh T at the dance: I thought if he
could get a partner I could. T saw him -
refused by two ladies: He knit his
brow, and looked as though he might
have gone for the last one vi et armis,
had not the Supervisor interposed and
caused him to return to his seat. I con-
¢luded unot to try for a partoer.”

From the above the ladies can learn
a lesson ; trifling as seems to them, the
refusal of a gentleman as a partner in a
cotillon, a heart may be so lacerated
by it as to induce the supposition that
it is the gage of a battle to be fought then
and there. We write strongly because
we sympathize sincerely with T. We
have often suffered from the same caunse,




but being of a less warlike disposition,
refusals were not to us war tocsins, but
gentle admonitions to look around and
see if there were not some augur holes ly-
ing around, handy for a fellow to ereepin.
A ———

The patient, Mr. H. H., who acted
the part of the old and rasecally elerk in the
play of Love's Sacrifice, was rﬂ.rturous]y
applanded. But he acts as well off the
stage a8 on it. One day the lady-patients
were taking a stroll, and the Assistant Ma-
tron looking upward, saw H in the topmost
boughs of a tall hickory tree. She called
aloud: *Mr. H. be very careful. If you
fall you will be killed!” He replied very
promptly : **I shall not fall unless I make a
mistake of some kind. 1 shall not do that,
for I never madé but one mistuke in my
Jife, and that was when I got married.”

[ A, an inmate of one of the back
wards, is very devout, and will often relate
what the Savior says to him. He also has
an especial affection for birds. *Do you
see my sweet little jay-birds I he said to
us the other day, pointing to a nest in one
of the umbrageons oaks of the Airing-
Court : “L threw a stone at them yes-
terday, trying to kill them! What a
barbarian I For the mocking-birds, the
the martins, the swallows and for every
kind of bird he has great tenderness, and
always speaks of them as “my birds.”

o
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B A very sad ocenrrence took place at
the Hospital in May : one of our best nur-
ses, 4 young man of great vigor, energetic,
moral and even religious, and with a fair
education, was attacked with epilepsy. Al-
though he was seen in only one paroxysm,
eircumstances point strongly to the coneclu-
sion that he had had others. Recoyeries
from the disease are now and then recorded,
some of our own long established cases
having yielded to treatment, Yet the prob-
abilities in_any case are that the disease,
with temporary intermissions, will fix itself
more and more firmly upon the nervous
system and gradually fmpair the mental
gowers. The principle of sympathy. the

uperintendent thinks, may have operated
in the }l)mducﬂou of the disease in this case.
Notonly so but he believes that other forms
of insanity sometimes result from the same
principle. He has felt it his dufy, now and
then to advise nurses to find other employ-
ment, from observing in them well pro-
nounced :rmptoms of incipient disorder of
the mental powers.

Taotles of the Married Life.

The -general indifference of married
persons to the recovery of their mate
when' afflicted with insanity is a sad but
notable phenomenon of married life in
this country. The conclusion is inevita-
ble that there are very many ill-assorted
marriages, and that when one of the par-
ties becomes insane the other reasons
somewhat in this way : “I have endured
much from you because I knew of no
reputable way of escape. Providence
has at length come to my assistance, and
I will see to it that the deliverance is
permanent. You have luckily gone in-
sane. You must remain so. If I send
you at once to the Hospital you will

E

probubly recover. . I will therefore keep
you at home, humor your wildest notious,
and dose you according to the judgment
of the family physician, qualified by the
neighbors and the pedlars, until the dis-
ease is firmly fixed and has passed into
the chronic or incurable stage. Then
with ostentatious parade of grief and be-
reavement, I will send you to the hospi-
tal to remain for life.”

We have not put the case any too
strongly. No truth has been more fre-
quently insisted on or more widely pub-
lished than that most cases of insanity
are speedily cured if the patient be sent
to a hospital in the early stages of the
disease ; and that delay in sending pa-
tients to a hospital, in the great major-
ity of cases, results in its life-long
continuance,

il

J= Our six Toulonse geese have laid,
this season, two hundred and fifty [250]
eggs, or an average of more than forty eggs
each. All the eggs were large and some of
them of monstrous size.

The Brahma and Buff Cochin fowls sus-
tain their reputation as extraordinary egg-
producers.

A Statistloal Study.

The aphorism is trite that figures don’t
lie. But they do almost as bad, for their
testimony is very often o involved and ob-
seure that the clearest headed persons differ
notoriously as to their real meaning. Sta-
tistics of insanity are in every household,
yet we doubt that many persons catch their
full meaning. ‘With a view of aiding the
readers of the METEOR to solve some of the
puzzles we determined to contribute a brief
study of the subject. Taking our Superin-
tendent’s Report for 1874. we turn to the Al-
leged Exciting Causes of the insanity of
ten hundred and thirty-two (1032) patients.

“111 Health: men 30, women 45.” Now-a-
days the fact is strenuously insisted on, that
most bad health comes from bad habits.
We are then forced to the conclusion that
women as a elass are less prudent than men.
“Religions Excitement: men 29, women
12.” 'This eonfirms our previons inference ;
for we see that the religious propensities of
men are more than twice as strong as
those of women, and if allowance be made
for the greater hardness of the masculine
brain, we must conclude that men are four
or five times as religious as wowmen. “Po-
litical Excitement: men 16, women 3.”
These figures maintain the women's old-time
reputation of busy-bodies about other peo-
ple’s affairs; for here we see three of them
Eone insane about politics, with which, not

eing allowed to vote, they have not the
slightest concern. ‘“‘Imprisonment: men
7, women 0. These figures show that the
women make cat paws of their husbands
and then suffer them to go to jail; for it is
eminently illogical to suppose that men,
distinguished, as we have before seen, for
morality, should ever be imprisoned for cour-
ses of conduct to which they were not im-
pelled by extraneous influence. “Intem
rance: men 31, women 5." Remembe nﬁ
that most grown persons are married, an
that drunkennes in the married very often
grows from a vexatious mate, we will find
matter for grief, If not for surprise, in the
fact that while thirty men have been driven
to drink by their wives, only five women
have been driven to it i:y their husbands.

“Dowmestic T'rouble: men 11, women 31."
These figures are not ereditable to the ladies.
We are not surprized at some them becom-
ing insane from trouble about domestic af-
fairs; but it would seem they are somnetimes
f:i\reu to imposing  such matters on their
insbands, with just such woful results as it
would be natural to expeet. *‘Grief: men
10, women 21.” 'The women, as might be
supposed, are more addicted to lgmenta-
tions over spilt milk. **Hard Work: men

4, women 0. Women, we see, do not hurt
themselves by work. “Fright: men 7, wo=
men 2. Light is thrown on the anomalous

testimony of these figures, by the next.
»Blow on the head: men 12, women 2.”
Here we find that six times as many wives
have broken their husbands’ head as have
suffered a like casualty at their hands.
*Loss of Sleep: men 3, women 2.7 “I'he
women, it seems, keep the fellows awake
wore than the fellows do them. But all the
world have known this since the publication
of the Candle Lectures. ‘**Jealousy: men
6, women 8.” Twice as many women as
men give their mates trouble about love af-
ter marriage. “‘Disappointment in love:
men 10, women 6.7 At first glance this ex-
hibit seems as discreditable to the ladies as
some that have gone before. But it must
not be forgotten that love is a smuamation of
all the impulses of the soul toward the pure
and the beautiful. While therefore it is
but natural that men should be crazed by
a loss of the beauty and purity embodied in
a sweet-heart, it is not surprising thal the
ladies should think that there is not enough
of such gualities in the average man to jus-
titf’yh?he addle of one’s brain sﬁ.mur. the loss
of him,
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Tue METEOR 15 published gquarterly,
and is printed at the Hospital exclusively
by the patients. Original communications
only are admiited in its columns.

Many copies of the following notice
to the inmates of the Hospital were
printed in our office and distributed.

To the Patlents of the Hospital.

" The desire to see our thoughts in print is
laudable. Contribufions are therefore solici-
ted for the new METEOR.
ject. Anecdotes and narratives of hospital
experience, here or elsewhere, are preferred.
Twenly lines to each article are allowable;
fifteen lines are better; ten are best, and
five are exeellence in full blossom. Prose
and poetical contributions are solicited.
All articles will be printed as sent, without
changes of any kind except corrections of
manifest errors, Sly cuts at the officers,
nurses and employees will not necessarily
cause the rejection of an article,

I'be object of this change in the charac-
ter of our paper—the substitution of many
short articles for a few long ones—is to re-
flect more perfectly the animus of the in-
mates of the Hospital, or at least of a much
larger number than have heretofore con-
tributed to the METEOR.

“Editor of the METEOER.
Oune of the caunses of the change in the

Choose your sub--



character of our paper wus the remark
of several literary friends, that many of
our artieles would be excellent contribu-
tions for Magazines, Deference to ‘these
opinions determined a return to the light-
er and more familiar style of our earlier
issues.  We trust that this number will
Justify to our readers'the change' in' the
character’ of our articles,

Thotughts of "Thee.
When the gldd East proclaims a new-born
day,
And with }its radiant dawn drives night
- away,
And birds aroused, from dream-land beck-
: on me, :
A waking dream comes o'er me—thoughts
of thee. '

When the bold sun its culmination gains,
And o'er the earth in full effulgence relgns,
Weary with toil, to some cool nook I flee,
And gain-a blest.repose in thoughts of thee.

When western skies their richest vest-
ments wear,

And gayly lpln them with the evening star,
Their jewelled drap’ries have no charms
. for me , " iy
Unless as deckings for my thoughts of thee.

When Eig}iat o'er earth her solemn empire
olds,
Andtothe view ten thousaud worlds un-
: folds,

Those worlds twice-told small bllss could

+ bring to mej k!

The worlds in which I live are thoughts of
P me - P - bets o Pr—

Yetlove I darknesa, for 'tis mid Its relgn
My hopes iat‘!;l yearnings seem 19 longer
sheiiyninse “SithH2808 S0l
In rapturons slumbers which eome over me
{ gainElysiumn in sweet dreams of thee.
Contrary to our usual ecustom we intro-

duge _afgnnm fnto the columns of the METE-
or. The writer, we understand, came near

Tanding futo one of the back wards while the

eacoethes poeticum was full upon him, and

~ for this reason, even if the verses were de-

void of real libemm merit, he deserves to be
rewarded, ' 'We like the lines however,
They jingle well, and we think have the
trug ring, Thatides about xlyll_nqln with the
evening star, we think we have heard be-
fore. Bnt no matter; it's good, and ‘will
bear repetition. Ed. of M.

——t

Notabllities.

« On the evening of the 15th of May,
at the weekly party convened for dancing,
and for a strawberry supper, we had the
plensure of an introduction to three dis-
tinguished gentlemen, « Judge Mudd of
thie Civenit conrt, H. M. Somerville, the
leader of the Tuskaloosa bar and Profes-
sor of Law in the University of Ala-
bama, and Judge Brown of the Couunty
courl,  Our worthy President, Dr. Sear-
ey, whom we are always glad to meef,
also graced the oceasion with his presence.

E&7 The Hospital is under obligations
to Mrs. M. A. Cauldfield of Mobile for
a fina lot of cocoanuts and lemons.  Co-
cocoannt pudding and lemonade for the
entire hospital household were as delight-
ful as unexpected, and we tender Mrs.

Canldileld the .heuri; -1I.l.1-;|.nk,s of’ #_11 the
patients for her kindpess and liberality.

Died; at the home of her parents on
the grounds of the Hospital, May 16th,
Miss, Leathie Y.  Jones, aged 18 years
and 8 months, :

It is with a heart full of sympathy for
the bereaved family that I desive to pay
this tribute of respect to the: unpretend-
ing, gentle girl whom our father in hea-
ven has taken to be with himself. Af-
ter an agquaintance of four years I can
truthfully say that I loved her more and
more, - One of her most notable echarae-
teristics was a desire to please our kind
Superintendent and Matron, by pexform-
ing all her duties in & cheerful spirit.
She would often say to me: “I want Dr.
Bryce to ba pleased when he inspects my
hall.” The same principle was manifest
in her intercourse with the patients, She
loved to ‘make'them happy, and was' in
consequence beloved by them all. The
verses,® written by a lady capable of ap-
preciating her efforts to make others ha
pys will 1 trust be read' with benefit by
those who may fill her place.

*The verses, written by another lady-
patient, we were forced to print as, a sn pl’e-
ment, on‘account of the crowded comﬂti

on
af our eolumns. -

S Y
™ The very Rev. Joseph Coleman, O.
8. A, Priorof 8. S, Augustine & John's,
John Stréeet, West Dublin, called al our of-
flee, and in our absence left his eard. He
was accompanied by the Superintendent and
Rev. Father' Kirwan of Tuskaloosa. We
are sorry that oir’ afternoon stroll should
have eaused us to miss the scquaintance
of ‘this distingiiished prelate.” He is sail to
be a fine type of 'the learned elergyman and
polished gentleman. ‘ :

-

.. B Pr. Bryee is having - his Centen-
nial Steam Pump put upin grand style.
It 'will be ready for work abont the last
of June, and it has been proposed to
start it.on the 4th of July. 8. suggest
that some of the kings and queens, of
the wards, -and there is no scarcity of

them, be requested to start the machines
|@la Dom Pedro and Grant at the big

concern in Philadelphia.

> We have received from & patient. of

b
the Iowa State hospital for the:insane @ let~.

ter of inguiry as,to the expense and difficul-

ties attending the establishment oi a hospital

paper.. Haying replied by letter, we nofice
the matter in this place “only to say that
while the, cost of aismall printing. estab-
lishment is frifling, the advantages. are im-
portant, and we unhesitatinely recommend
the procurenient to all institutions for, the
insane.. Evenif no periodical be sent abroad.
such esiablishinent woeuld be valnable, from
multitude, .of small. jobs—letfers, letter-
heads, wash-llsts ate, ate., executod therein,

which promote, in no, small degree, the
thorough nnderstanding and systematic dis-
charge of the yarious duties inenmbent: on
the employeges.. : Ay

5
Tt

= And'r':ow the Métrén will please

to have ready for the 4th July her straw-

berries, her cream, her Cakes, ber pre-
serves, her, home-brewed wine, for the
large company that will assemble on that
day at the Laundry to see Queen Victo-
ria start our Centennial Pump.

¥F=The flower-gardens, in front of the
Hospital, are ablaze, asusual ut this seasois,
with their live jewels. One of the prertiest
compliments ever paid them we get from a
letter lately received from a lady friend.
She writes that when visiling the Hospital
lastiyear, one of the lndy-paticnts ‘told  her
that when first brought to the Hospital the
profusion of lovely flowers caused her to
think rhat she had been brought here to
be prepared for Heaven.

—

FPersonals: Contributed.

B We call the attention of our fair rea-
ders to the fact that there is a ln.di.' in the
Hospital who dyes her gray halr u beantiful
auburn with' the coffee she gets for her
breakfast.

- ¥F= George Eliot, In Daniel Deronda.
says that tists are generally weak-mind-
ed.  We believe that this lady is right, for
it Is notorions that level-headed people cin
seldom be induced to talk of themselves or
their personal affuirs. Ladies of the Kast
Wing. make a note of this,

§= GRUMBLERS, Of all the disagree-
iible, miserable bipeds to be found in the
world, mrumblers take the preeminence.
‘We suppose, that llke fleas and mosquitoes.
they were created to annoy their betters,
If you are on speaking terms with such
characters. the sooner you guarrel and fall
out with them the better for your peace of
mind: We have tried it. s

§™ 1t has been observed by some of the
wall-flowers of our weekly soirees in the
East Wing, that the gentlemen who talk
lenst, and are most shy of the ladies, always
eat the most. Moral: If strawberries are
scarce dont invite dead-heads to your en-
tertainments, ! ¥

P& The lecture last night on Blue Bestd.
by the editor of the METEOR, we consider
quite a suecess.  We didn't think it possible
for a lecturer to say so much about & mat-
ter of which he knew absolutely nothing.
He reminded us In this respect of some lee-
turers we havelislened to outside.

i It has been a source of perpetual
surprise to us, ever since we came to the
Hospital, how the nice young officers con-
nected with the institution, have managed
to elude the attractions of the pretty
girls of Tuskploosa: It has been slan-
derously hinted, in explanation of the
fact, that the Superintendent discoun-
tenances ‘matrimony ; and that dend-
heads and habies are his especial aversion.

&z With scarcely an exception, the
inmates of the Hospital can discover
the insanity of their companions, while
they fail to discover their own. Thif
interesting fact, strange as it may appear,
finds its exact connterpart in the outside
world, We are continually hearing
Congressmen, editors and others, calling
each other thieves, idiots and imbeeiles,
Funny, iso't it?

Is Beauty Real or Imaginary?
'This was the question debated by our Cens

tennial Literary Club in April—nof April 1st.
in;ehe_stspeec{wuma_dew a . We



have not room 4or even a synopsis of her
argument. One of her points was to this
effect : If beanty were real there would be
consisteney of judgment as to its presence or
absencein any given case. Bnt what the
African or the Mongolinn rapturously ad-
mire is often hideous to the Enropean.

We have space for only one speech on the
other zide.

Mr. President :—If beauty be imaginary it
is a mere idea: so also is deformity., ‘Then
beanty and deformity ave the same or iden-
tical. We know this is not so; for besides
the eneral conviction of mankind, we re-
member that Shakespeare or Milton or By-

ron or some other immortal bard has de-|

clared, that
Benuty is but gkin deep
Ugly's to the bone:
Beauty often fades away 3
Ugly holds its own. |

i The cats are essential parts of the
working force of the printing-office.—
They take care of the rollers. Since
that job was taken from the racks and
turned over to them, the rats and mice
have not injured & Ssingle roller. The
blue-birds, which the pussys have caught,
made their way into the office by the de-
vious and difficult route of the stove-
pipe; but in apology” for this seeming
stupidity on the part of the birds, we
must not forget how often human beings
will pile Pelion on Ossa that they may go
hurriedly “to the bad.”

B The Warrior, which rolls in-the rear
of the Hospital, is well named, for its mis-
sion seems to be to wage war on the farm=
ers that till its Jowlands.. Now it goes~on
its course ealmly and placidly, its small
mass of visible waters lnughing merrily at
the little ledges that would “hinder them
from keeping open their path to the sea.
Anon legions of its freshly mustered forces

“dash from their montain fastnesses, and
spreading over the low-lands, submerge the
crops and sweep away fences, stock and
houses.

iZ The beautiful Miss R, a patient,
appeared on the stage for the first time in
our late, dramatic entertainment, She
did well, and nced not snspect the erities
of flattery when they say so. How any
one, looking on her face and form, eould
see faults in her acting, passes the wri-
ter’s comprehension. :

i= The character which the METEOR
editor personated in our play was an
unimportant one. Some persons would
explain by this lack of prominence in his
part the failure of the critics to single
him for special commendation. But he
is not content with such theory. His ex-
planation of the circumstance is, that the
principle which presides in horse-jockey-
ing is very often applied to other affairs,
viz.: Never praise the best points; they
speak for themselves.

[z Our charming, Miss D, a nurse,
who so effectively rendered the part of
the spirited “widow, in one of our late
dramatie entertainments, has as brave a
heart as bewitching a face. When some

of the players were giving their boots a
shaking ague, from a glance at the audi-
ence made up of the beauty and fashion
of Tuskaloosa, some one asked her if
shie was not frightened, She replied : #1
feel no more concern about facing that an-
dience than I do of going to Chureh.”

[ Some one has always to carry the
biz end of the log, It was the fortuoe
of the lady who supported the part of
Munou in our last dramatic entertainment.
The andience, by liberal applause, de-
clared their opinion, that her acting was
admirable.  Where then came in the
heavy-toat? At finding her name in full
on the programme. “What will the
Churchsay | | I'm a member of the
Chureh, and they are down on everything
of .that kind.” . We endeavored to con-
gole her by saying that the programmes
would, all disappear in a day : two - after
the play came off. This thought comfor-
ted her somewhat, but she vowed it was
the last.time she would put on the Dev-
il’s livery; unless the door was locked and
the key in herown hands. She was con-
gratulating herself on the narrow escape,
when lo ! the Z%imes newspaper with the
programme reproduced, and all the names
in full. We have not heard from her
since, but understand that she thinks of
squaring herself with the religious world
by giving three months” wages to the
missionary fund.

| A

"There is a talk of having spelling bees at
the Hospital. as an adjunet assoeciation of
the Ladies’ Reading Club. Sowme of the
members, it is thought, will resent the estab-
lishment as a fling at their classical attain-
ments. After firing the mortars of sublime
thoughts in honor of the immortality of the
soul, it might seem a degradation to be put
to working an erthographical pop-gun as a
salute to_a potato. But then it should be
remembe that but for potatoes there
would be fewer immortalities. However we
hope no trouble will result. Any lady who
desires it, has our econsent to join the M-
TEOR oflice bee whose sessions are perpetual.

%$2& We long thought that H of No.
4 was the prince of laughers, but another
H, lately brought to the Hospital, is, if
not his superior, his full peer in the cach-
inatory art. The old H has one advan-
tageous point in the estimate of rival
merit. He can langh without assistance,
and in defiance of frowns and other evi-
dences of disapproval. = The other H
requires support. He will fire a little
charge by way of experiment. If any
one responds to his feeler, he will open on
them with the whole force of his langhing
artillery, and now and then with such
explosions as to make the by-standers
fear that his laughing days are num-
bered—that his mirth magazine has burst.

B There s not.hinf in names, some one
has said. We believe it, for sometimes the
make a e, and sometimes do not touc

a pin.  Our chief of laundry being a Mrs.

Blue might explein the oceasional peculisr
tint= of the lately washed linen.  Our house-
keeper being a Burn-et, might, too, be re-
garded a8 o satisfuctory explanation of the
overparched coffee; but wonld hardly ex-
plain the sometimes underdone bread. Then
too our Mrs. Posey is raising chickens, and
supervising the mileh eows instead of culti-
vating flowers.

[ No more efficient employees have ever
been secured in this, aud probably in any
other hospital, than the three ladies upon
whose names this puuster has ventured to
exercize his ignoble art. They are all na-
tive Alabmmians, Ed, of M.

]
The Queen of England.

The absurd features of politics crop
out boldly now and ‘then. While some
of the English statesmen were much con-
cerned about their Queen’s absence from
the United Kingdom during a session of
Parlinment, lo! their Victoria in the Ala-
bama Insane Hospitall She is reaping
the fate of some of her illustrions prede-
cessors. Like the lion-hearted ' Richard,
confined in a foreign realm she sighs to
wield that sceptre which is of right hers.
She ought to be consoled by the fact that
in her absence she has been advanced to
the dignity of Empress.

In regurd to the communication sent us
we would say that as an American sovreign
we yleld precedence to no monarch that does
not pay well, Had the Queen's offer. to
makeus ber Prime Mionister or. Privaje Sec-
retary, been aceompanied with substantial
tokens of her appreciation of our taleuts,
we would modestly but firmly have accep-
ted the immense respounsibilities of the post,
and doubtless would have found the twelve
pages of pencil hieroglyhies sent us vastly
entertaining. But as there was not even a
five’dollar green-back enclosed, we handed
her communication (o our deyil for eximi-
nation. Hereports thalit is a genuine State
lmper—-l:lmt there is iu it a yast fund of po-
itical wisdom, though in what a chemist
might term a lateut state,

0

$™ A pecullarity of the Toulonse geese

is such 4 elose resemblance between the
males and females as renders the diserimi-
nation of the sexes difficult. Our herd
numbers six.  Some persons- thought the
were all ganders: others that they were all
ge; others still that they were three of
oth sexes. Some thonght the larger were
the males, and some that the smaller weére
they. In the Spring one began to lay, and
this settled one fact, that they were not all
males. Assoon as there were eggs enough o
hen was set with them. Soon another began
to lay, and another hen was supplied with a
nest-full of the huge eggs. In no great
while a third one commmenced laying, then a
fourth, then a fith, thena sixth. When the
last one began the job of egg-producing,
it ocenred to the lady who presides in the
management of the poultry, that it would
hardly be worth while to set more of the
eggs, In the mean time, however, Dr. J.
Searcy had bought some of the eggs at a
faney price, and was looking out for gos-
lings. Onthematter being fully. explained,
the Doctor opened wide his eyes and de-
¢lared that he could only regard it as a bold
endeavor, on the part of the experienced
lady who conducted the experiment, to pro-
vide a demoustrable basis for a new depar-
ture in thesadvocacy of woman’s rights.



