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Religion at Harvard.

o Under the head of “Religion at
-~ Tharyvard,” the Charleston Monthly

;
[

-

ey
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@ty some of onr own

Record for October gives sonie late
infidel uttevanees of Professor Fiske
of Havvard WUniversity, and thivn ve-
ry proudly ecotrasts with them eer-
tain devont words and  aects ol the
opeat Agassiz, as detailed ina late|?!
S bR LS Staadaed afthe Cross,
with the Standard's refloctions there-
on which econclude thus:
It seems to us that this seene of Aras
siz i his pupils. with hewds howed i
sifosip praver. for the h]cmm'r_of the
(rnl of pabuke th be given to that
sehool then onened for lht- stiidy of ui-
tnres iR spectiele. for some areat a-
11 (0 ﬂ)}l‘ e Gtk worthily npon canvass
waud to e Kept alive in the memories
of mankind., What are eoronations.
royvil pageants. the parade of armies.
to a seenae Tike this? It heralids the eo-

ming of the new heavens and the new |

enrthi: : the wolden age when natire and
ntan shall*be reconciled. and the con-
epetests of truth shall supersede the eon-
“quiests of heate fore s

The Standard of the (frass and
the Monthly Record have a perfeet
rizht to draw their own eonchisions

from the very interesting little drama

= enneted at the opening of the sehool
on Peunikese Island ; and thiey would
dunbtless  accord us: the liberty to

from. their

comuents npon it. These then are

_\‘h'l"\".

= Phel jabilation which per iodinals
davated Lo the defence of Christianity
nidke overa very simple devotional
aet of a single preat man, instead of

“heralding rh; coming of the new
heavens and the new uu!h, * sounds

to us nreeh more like a lnsty: cheer,
teom the evangelieals, to keep their
spirits np, as they pri_at:(-,e:l fo drawin
chieir alveady sadly contracted lines
of defence s for Agassiz’s acts and
words were valy an endorsement of
nutiral veigion..  Notouly was nolh-
iuw said -of Christianity, Dat ' there
wits an impHed eensure of wn avricle
of faith of all orthodix Christians.
Sf kuow’ he sl amonz olher
thiness: »ihat Toavould not have any
body pray for s al this momant.”
Whi'e we think it fortunate for the
world, and for Agnssiz in pariicular.
that the oreat natnealist has not gone
the wity of most scicutists, we il to
deteet-inthe civenmstance any  im-
portant buarrier to the advance of that
infidelity: which  mul'i! ndes of
Lighly endowed Christians haye b
vain endeavored to stay.  Totheear-
lier ages it wus fortunate that wan-
kind worshipped inany masner their
Credtors but that & peosle
blessed with  rthe
Christianity chould be consent with | *
Deism. 1z apposed to all that we
Laow ot the lnws of aaind, “Revoiu-

s
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fll adiaves of

|
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:df'i"l avated by imiror erneurishiment. |

| aiik forms,

of infidelity has just begun.

olons.

ples of apirivial sexisremes e

tions never o backward, 1)_3(:&1-15(5
progress—in some direction—is a
law of being.  Hizher and higherup
the mountain of revealed truth must
the sonl mount, or deeper and stall
deeper must it descend in the mines
of errory in-w vain attempt Lo pene-
lr:lt‘c the infinity which les heneath

. but  which is as unfthomable
tr} lmmw pawers as the 1'Ld.hne1 of
gpitee above.

Our convietion is that. the reizn
Some
vears ago its advoeates could be
veckoned upon the fingers and toe:
now they count by “hnndreds and
their followers by hundreds of thon-
sands, and  the clay is not distant
when they will reckon up their le-
Sad to say, eminent sciet-|
tific men ocenpy the first place in
theiv ranks.  Oue of the ecauses of
this is manifest ; Students of uatural
seience, instead of confining thém-
selves to the discovery of proximate
causes—tlieir sole lezitimate bisiness
—presume to #itin judament upon
the ultimate laws of heing, althoush
not oue of them kuonw or ean by Pos-
sihility coneeive the simplest pritgi-

they themselyes, it seems to us, ought
to know, their reasonings are vitin-

ted by a resort to processes and nmie=
thods applicable ouly fto materiil
things. The world can uot, for thi
reazon, “kaow God” by seience; and
if his vevelation of himsslE be réjee-
ted there remaing bt an endless
qlle‘;uum.w of lnll\-l\t‘ phenoment,

Provoenti 101_1 of Fires.

Tt is o matter-of sipeprise that in the
face of the  destmetion and  miseny
which tires have of lite eansed. so litfle
attention has heen paid to a deviee
veconimended hy the celebrated  senlp-
for, Mr. Powe it iz simple. econo-
nomical and, as proved by long frial
of kindred appliance nndera varivey
of cirenmstanees. officient.

My, Powers afiitins that if-a thin
sheet of iron beplaced undereach floor,
Hetle  diffieulty will belexperienced. in
strueinres of brick dnlimitine dhorava-
wes of the destroying element to the
rooan inwhiel iF orizinates,

In wonden bonses it wonld prabably
be “necessary to nmderlay. with the
swine material. the shitsof overy plas-
rered wall and eeiling.  Buol thiz wonld
be a ftrifline expense compated with
that of rendering o house five-proof by
the ordinary arehifectural sxpeilients.

Conocentented Millo.

In medical hauks no point 15 more
1(1‘-Hi(nllv enforced than the impor-
lm:-u of a4 proper dist {or infan
The \\nim'* assert that very. many
infantile ailents orizioatein o apre

he expericnice athe Alabama Ti- |
sane Hospital s that concentrated |
by all edds. the Dest

g Hli}}i”l 1.

“The orent

[ niement of msanity.
Cpueh prominence

substitute for the mother's breast.
It has been tried here in ummerons |
cases, and in no instance has it dis-
agreed with the little pationt.  On
llle contrary, it has never failed to
canse tlie mubt piuny and debilitated
childven to gain flesh and Deeome
vigorous and robust.
Llwae easeés it was pmved piirior
to the mother’s milk. Tt is impor-
tant that it be fresh and pure.

Ins‘nmi-t_y and Vanity.

The great Dr. Rush is said to have
. | pronounced vanity a prominent ele-
ment in the causation of three-fourths
of the cases of insanity. The ego-
ixmn of the insane might. with some
piau:‘ﬁhili{y. be adduced in eonfirma-
oo this view, for a notorious fea-
ture of luneey, amd the one which
sapecinlly randers
resting as a companion, is the pro-
pvuq*v fo falk ahmtt himselt. -Tle
amd his afairvs are the burden of eve-
vy vefrain he sings, and Le will sing
it from day-light to dark and throug
hadf ile uwht if' ie ean geta lr;tem-r
B oanast be borad i nind St
Dr Rush—not  the writer—who |

m»:%ponwhle for this: aﬂegadm«,u- ‘notorious cdegree of Wu% I 48

mmnly : But if" our resureeetion of -
of that great man’s opinion should
have tlm effect of diminishing, in and
out of hospitals, the mumber of those
whoim Josh b1|_hug:~ stylds **persons
of small calibres bt great boves,”
we shall feel that we lave aceom-
plishied a feat which should make us
tske rank as a publie henefactor,

What Is Insanity?

At a meeting of the Medico-Psyehi-
Tomjeal ‘-sm-wlr in Glasgow, Seotlansd,
2 hombeshell “was -.'\plndwi hy Prof.

Gsiedner’s protest against the popitlar
tenet which regards. m=anity o disease
of the brain, In the dizen=sion which
vrisned. go fir as we are able to judge:
litile it any light was tlhrowi upon the

dlizenssion ab thi<last moecting of Motli-
il ‘-u|:¢..uitv-w]n'lrmi the Thiiteds
Here, as in o Seoflels Tiftte suddision
was ndle o the wfiotoey ofthe tuiady.
Bsgquirol, mnoug ofliers, was
< tlynhiing it she biain was the
In the proceddings ot
thie sime body e encountered  seine
most interesting faets which give pio-
ot golvinwg, at no di dayv. the
d problems of the disorder.  Tefa-
nns il hydrophobin have dohe B
rled funetional dised it
oS which eive behiad (hem 16
chanees of structore.  Bnf the tuiero-
seope has of ate revenlud very distiney
deteriorations  off nerve sabstanee 13
hoth these distdases. I 1= got wnduir.
theretore. to stipppose that inpott
sevelations awiit fatnre investizations
i to the relation of disease of the hiain
and disorder of the mivd,

o return: Prof. Gaivdner does not |
deny that hrain-disease s a froquent|
»m(l probably an invarinble aceopga-
Bt thinks that too
Lis been ziven to

qunt ol
st of insanity.
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In seyeral of

ifs victhm uninte-

The sine point eanis up for

HEE e

LIt |

1 the:supposed ul‘“‘llllh" 2 b. it 1-=v- rmr. ruu

ittle to the viclons habits of mind s hicl
| 80 offen produce them.  Tliere ey not
bea donbt that nianany cazes the pro-
uress of the disease 8.8 uulu"ltul by
Prof. Gairdner,s from the ate util or
spivitunl to the pfa./su'rd or corpopeal,
Althongh wwh™ A view iy no h;ti’tu-
W, it nay be, as the Pyofessor [eon-
tendad. nseful to bewe the fhet 11\1?1‘(3
steadily i wiingd,

IZ= "The point

has hesn nmotm‘l 1=
ten il yorsd he essential  to ol
try.  We thiok so. But it f e
ig, in Enplish. any work in prose
which deserves to be termed L)
At The Awes of Faith,” by K@ﬂll"’i
ow\'. wn Euglishman.

Cmn'l'i'h!nlnr.

Finte Avts. 1

Thes

A few yenrs apd the n.uacrl]f}u was

1 every hntl\w woll tiatd ial the
United Stites, the eulture 6 gl fine
arts was nesleciad §soiminersal B
onr ]wnp W e llk-mr-» fone thie “atipni-
sition of money. Tt paiufing: 1:151 ITH-
vingy; muosie, geulptove end nralitee-
e wers treated  with indiffegenca
sor comtenipt, Those utternmicor v
ot Been devoid of effuet; furtd-digy

~LEd

Fivel to evily oneGlhthose DERGd es
of liberal culfure.  Wiiothar we |
or have not .m-u ad at that poif of
just-balnnge Dotween the usetul fayd
thezprnamental which it is the yap
of wisdom To vwintait, it1s noy ane
tntertion to disenss. TG s anfit Gt
{or our prosent purpose to 4~|} thiai
the fmportanee of art is folly Bl
nized by all our leading mme-l il
offorts, more or less yirorous
consistent in divérs places,
promate its adviauee,
But thedine art of the fine &y is
rhietorie, and its two L}!';'H‘,]n
elocnion and Hteratare. it is 1'£I1falw..\,
tionalile thet the fies of the 5:1 lH in-
presg have given a. most decided pre-
ponderance to the arvt of il Fii
The power of this 768 pramigis
theantereats of comnioree and v

mitte g

ail
1]

1"!|~
is immensely filjls'llul' nol lonlo. o
oratory Lt o thit ‘oftall othey Mo
arls combined.  Ftoig therefopel &

partant that eorrect’ leals he oo
tained by the iastillation of jus !}H_i“
ciples in the art, not only by it
preseribed toehildren at sifics T it
Ly the ¢haracter of the works . =
nishied the orant, roiding 1»11.

A jealous peasd Hor dlie inlerd
theiy hotge. i= ordinarily anfficc
sscare sneh rosills from im}m-I
Sumelinigs iowever suen 5
tail. - Especially isthis trae of ‘i
oft o velinious chnpaetor.  We

Fand then encounter hooks ittt
an ortliode, ||it;|1-' 153
nre almoet as disy

Hfertitre as Ui

nii=

1.

sl

siniel -
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itualits fo the intellizence and common
senepof disembodied souls. The cir-
culutioie of bills of bad grammar, limp
logic) and detorined vhetorie over the
~sgafure of the Omniscient. is an ab-
sty too closely related to evil to be
sinpy ridiculous..

| Tuslealoosa.

[ The following is the conclusion of the
?f;}'{(é;r:r:e_pw_d Letter written by o patient of
this Hospital fora New York jowrnal.}

I have siid nothing of the Press
of Tuskaloosa hecause editors seize
with avidity uny prefence for a quar-
el to justify a parade of their Gatling

| ordnance, ammunition free. But

[ Thelieve “D’ll risk one eye;” so here

~der head and heels!

goesifor them.

Tuskaloosa hoasts five newspapers.
Tirst the Fount. Thisisa cold water
paper, edited by Dr. Buck, Helisa
niinister of the Gospel and a Baptist.
That a Baptist should be a cold water
man s td me a great surprise, Gra-
ciouss Hoavens ! thought I, when I fivst
heard the name of hig Church; that
nian| s liatd to satisfy, DMore water
still | after a fellow has been put un-
This is a clear
viglition of ecomumon sense and old
times orthodox. ways, which after one
goud dueking or sprinkling or pouring,
as the cuse might be, went for whis-
key straight, Butas Dr, Buck ought
to know, this custom is vot to be de-
rided, far it was based on Bible prece-
dent.  See how our Great Grand-pap,
Nouh, behaved after the general ini-
wersion in his day. He evidently
thouight the water business had been
Pu,,-}'iﬁiljﬁﬁim_'__far enough and so~he
wen t fol' wine. :

& teond the Blade. This is edited
by 1tyland Randolph, Hsdq. He is 2

foreible _mld pungent \‘Tit-}?.l‘, as
his (2uemies can testfy. Bverybody

Lkuo:#s Randolph.  He has gotten of-
fice, they say. for several Republicans,
il they even aceuse him of electing
(s 0t by some cuts of a carpet-bacger
han 2ing to the limb of a- tree. The
arth st that Randolph employed ought
to have been hung for his execrable
woo d-carving, Idon’t say those things
on .My own responsibility, I have
only! heard them, und intend to back
cquive down if any body wants fo
<o tabout it T am not afraid of
Rapidolph for he has renounced chi-
valy ¥ and pamed his paper the Blade
1o 19dicate his preference for grain
s gréss over cotlon enlfure s
B iEto Soutlern prosperity.
oS Hien, however, see a snake in
gt @rasg, and—to vary my figure
e very shy of walking before the
old Sxty=foar pounder, lest a streak

7 ilglitning, or somnething or otlier,

; I:lfd touch it off and bLlow them

&

Ner-

BROF
1o Jevicho. -

Aisivd the Times.  How shall we
Jiuse its editor; Col. Tayior? To

iha repuie ol oratory he adds that
of Imimense. stores of knowledge—
Hi’ miud is one of those vast, gpir-

1 veservoirg which wasie 1ot @

-
e

v dhat- hierever saw, all that hie ever
d, ail that ~he-ever heardi he
s tumdiy s aidscan give the phse,

J—;.li-\

bl 0 .
poot anvthing that enters: tlem. |

the day, tlie circumsfances. The
furniture of sneh a mind must be
enormons, and it tumbled on an ad-
versary would be demolishing from
its very bulk.  That his immense
stock is vot stored so securely as tobe
proof against disarrangement, might
seem 1o be proved by hiz late frans-
lation of Shakespearc’s notabilities.
A friend of Taylor’s told me that
the mistake was wilful, and perpe-
trated to prove that he was hitman,
and not a walking eneyclopadia.
He laughed heartily, T am told, at
the eritigues of lis editorial confreres,
some of whom, he declared, did not
know the difference between Banguo
and Sancho. _

Fourth, the Spectator. This is
published at Northport ; but as that
is a portion of Tuskaloosa which
floated across:the river in hich wa-
ter and has never gotten back, I con-
sider it a part of the “city of oaks.”
The Spectator is edited by Judge, W.
R. Smith, whose intelloctual and
oratorical prowess has been proved
on the hustings, at the bar aud in
the halls of Congress. The Judge
is also a literary man, and as fumil-
with the events of ancient fimes as
the people of his village with their
neighbors” business. ITis paper iz
eminently  classical ; abounds with
allusions to ancient and medieval
personages. ‘The eternal fitness of
things is well illustrated in such a
paper for Northport, the home of the
proprictors: of the fish-traps hefore

abuded to,-and an_emporitin of bui-

ey —elriekons - plens— See
how the Judge has qualificd with
classsic gold their modern brass. If
you ask a dealer the price of chickens,
he will diseotnse upon the statns of
the poultey trade in the ancient civi-
lizations ; possibly claim for his spe-
cimens a descent from the famous
cock which Diogenes plucked to
prove the fallagy of Plato’s definition
of mim;, “u featherless biped.”

Titth the Meteor. This is edited
by a patient at the Insane Hospital.
This follow possesses the singular
faculty of being erazy or not s the
Linmor seizes. - He wears: spectacles
urider pretense of keeping his nose
from wearing away the type-cascs,
or the type-cases from weariug off
his nose 3 I forget now which. Te
writes urtieles laudatory of the Hos-
pital, and then avails himself of ev-
cry oppoertunity to impose log-hiil
upen the officers, inorder to make
rouin tor auy. patient decoyed there
by ‘his pen. Ie is nmnifestly #

['very aonsiderate gentieman' iz real

personnce and not a myth, as some
ineredulous persons: sUppost.

Frrivate Insane Asylums.

Phe fuet isnetorioys that the accoin-
modations for the insane do not Keep
pace with the nnnber afftered with The
dreadlisease, Alie canses of (his dis-
piivity we shll discussab anpther tme.
Pl fact is unguesiionable, andoasa
conseqience. private enterprizeis on-
sing to supplerient State hhsvolence
o the eare and  eatment of these
nnfornales,

'Fhie prejudice auainst privale luﬁ:_uw Lot “wood w

Asylums will be—has been—overcome
by the imperative demuil for inereased
hospital aegommodation, and we hear
of more than one such establisment.
There is no reason that these should
not be humanely and wisely conducted;
and we learn from reliable sources that
they are proving worthy coadjutors of

of onrmany excellent State institutions

inaninistering to the happiness of ““fhe
most afflicted of all Gods creatures.”

‘THE METEOR.
Algbama Insane Hospital,
Edited by a Patient,
Tuskaioos_a, Dec. 25, 1873.

The Meteor is published
guarterly, at fifty cents per
annum, in advance. It is
printed in the Hospital, ex-
clusively by the patients;
and none but original arti-
cles by them are admitted
into its columns.

Christmas.

A mepry Cloistmas to all readers
of the Meteon, to the editors and
attaches of our exchanges and  all
papers sent gratuitously to the Hos-
sital I~ A merry Christmins to these
and to all I A day illumed with the
heart rvadimice of the child-lesson
which the festival is infended to con-
voy 3 for what is gladness, what is
mirth, what is bliss, but the efilo-
rescence of good-will to all? Far
away then be banighed ‘all selfish
anxieties | Let one twenty-four houts,
at-the—least, be devoted to theunla-
borious requirements of the scason
—hallowed gladness and mirth. :

To the inmates of the Hospital,
freed s they ave from Dhusiness and
political solicitudes, the task shonld
be attractive, for they know, by long
experience, what despicable wages
the old miser, Carve, pays for the
most assiduons devotion to those un-
timely labors which he so delivhts
to impose. But to enconrage them
in a more thorouzh abaundoment 1o
the sweet traflic of joy, large-hearted
fiiends, mindful of the State’s finan-
cial strait, have come to the assis-
tance of the officers in procuring a
gencrous store of those lttle trifies
which are the gold and genms of
festive oceasions.

The inmates of hospitals in more
favored resions will doubitless find
the day a stage of joy in (he long
Journey of life.

Those outside of hospital=—the
foreeful integers of the great world
of husiness and society—should re-
flecty as they sit with a troep of
loved ones avound the glowing heavtl
or the loaded table, tlat by crop fuil-
wres and monetary stringeney, mui-
titudes. South and Norths have been
reduced to the extremity of dlesii-
ution.  How ecasy for those more
favored ones to intensify their eujoy-
ment by a conscicusness. of having
wranight inthe Leart of gome desti-
inte one the assnrance thai the day
has Leen indeed to him or her a day

11y »
1it.

= Our nsual round of diversions

for the Winter has opened with rvich

promise of enjoyment through some of
the long eveninzs of the short days.

Azsembly has sucepeded assembly. fin

and frolic frolie and fun, exch oeeasion
seeming to view with its precursor for
supremaey in gayety and innocent
abandon.
evidenece of fuluess is an overrun, our
officers hiave deterinined. on Christmas.
to charge to overflowing our measures
of mirth. by the introdiction of certain”
fantastic diversions. the hroadly-defined
hmmorous characteristics of which are
admirably adapted to the weakened
capacities of hospital mforfunates.  We
append a copy of the programme for

the day, which has beeit printed in this -

offlce.

In this conneetion it is but just to
acknowledee, in behalf of the iumates,
Dr. Huger's assiduity in devising modes
and means for their diversion. Audo
while the Doctor is before us we will
venture an additional remark or two.
Our readers may remember that soon
after his accession to the medical staff
of the Hogpital we inserfed in oy paper
a briet bug highly ¢compliinentary notice
of hitn. We are most happy to wiite -
that the experience of the last twelve

months has, in no degree. damped the

ardor of our first expectatious D,

But as the only indisputable =~

Huger combines with the bloem. viva-—=

city and vigor of youth the delibera~
tion. perspicaecity and firmness of more
advancad years, and unsated with the
advance already made i the seielce
and praetice of the noble art to which
Ire has devoted higlife. seems ever to
bear in mind that medest but lovdly
principle which should be as a pole-stay
to all trides, all professions: Nothing:
iz rightly widerstood 11 all is known.”

i We have not, as our readers
lknow, troubled them: with the higly-
prized compliments paid our little-
shéet by other journals. ~Nor huave
we been able, on accouut of our lim-
ifed spice to reciprocate fhe cour-
tezy of very. many editors.in the re-
production of onr artic'es.
helow, & copy of a letter received
sinee ourt last issue, which as the
opinion of an “expert” -in reference
to ‘our Mersor enterprise and the
suecess which has atfended its con-
duet, is peculiarly oratifying.  The

writer is the Superin‘endent of one -

We tive v

of our largest and best Hospitals for =

the insane.
Editor of the Meteor:—
I enclose one Dollar as_

subseription fo the Meteor which I =

think 1= a eredit to the Iospital. as it
wonld be to any suceh institution, Many
i more prefentious sheet wonld be
vastly Tproved it 1t had half the dash,
conse dand abititv of vour modest litile
Meteor., May it Ieng flash 1ight avd

joy into-the beelonded hearts and minds

of thase who fivid thelt best homes and -~
fifends in the Hospitals for the insaie.
Veery Lruly yonrs.

=5 On the evening of the 28th
Tlto. Doctor and Mrs. Bryce cele-
brated the thirtecutl anniversavy ot

L

their amarriage, by an enlirtsinmenti-

siven to (he patients in the Amure-
ment-hall.  As ou last year’s cele-
bration of fhe same event ex-
hausted cur
cant terms in an endeavorto make a
hithfil and graphic report, we dotibt

Wwe

stores of toecilite and ele-.

|

ii" weean do-more for the party of ™=

the 281h thawdy saying thal it was
exactly like it, “onivmore so.”




THEE MIETECR.

S : =T
~ Alabama Insane Hospital.
“Gowernor L.ewis. :

We had hewrd and rvead much

~ of Governor Lewis, and as a sood
citizen: were desivous to behold the
chist-magistrate of the State.  Oun

- wishés were fulfilled at the annual
meeting of the Board of Trustees.
Governot Lewis is of tall and coms

“mding appesrance, and we shpuld

~ say grave and reserved. in manner.
He will think; if this meets hig eyey
that we have forgotten his' compli=
mientary pleasantry about‘our paper;

- Lintwe have not, for those were mauti-
_ festly but flasiies of mirth from. the
lowering cloud of responsibility and
care-which had settled upon his man-
ner.  Gov. Liwis, we believe, has
had the good fortune fo compel, for
. many of his oubernatorial acts. the
approval of his opponents without
abandoning the principles of Lis oivn

* party.  Iu these days of ficreest po-
“lieal partizanshipi, the mere statement
is bigh euloginm, = His visit to the
Hospital in the height of the finan-
-cinl panie aud at a most tryine junc-
ture in the affairs of the Hospital,
shows that ke is not indifferent to the

suceess of this State iustitution, nor:

~unalive to its infimate councetion
with thie happiiiess and diguity of our
wlole people. ' -
. An Earnest Appeal.
To the Members of the Legislature:—

Have you examined, Gentlemen., |

-the statistics of Insanity presented to

voian the last Report of om Saper- |-

Antendent to the Governor?  Does it
not produce it your minds the maost
humbling and saddening effect to
- note the record of the numbers of our
poor duman - kind affeeted with the
divest of all diseases? Have youen-
deavored; in the remotest dedree, to
“realize the broken liearts, the blasted
hupes, the blighted ambition, the wu-
finished work, the dead affections, of
this great company of stricken ones.
without feeling very sad at heart ?
The remembrance of them once
roused up in the heartsof your noble
predecessors w pity that micht justly
be called divine—a pity that assunied
o most practical expression and form.
They organized and erected a colos-
sal structure expressly for the care
and treatment of this nufurianate
class, and up to this time their sue-
-cessors have kept pace with the civil-
ized world in making provision for
stheir continned amelioralion,
We are told now that the State is
bauderupt ;o alus we have too. Ay
evidences around us of ite truth I But
are we too poor to feed the hunary,
to cloth the naked, to heal the sick
aud foyestore to a fellow ercanure
the only thing worth bLavine after
aif. in thislife—a sound mind 7 Can
anandividual, much less' a 2reat
State, do less thau this?
Among all” God’s blessines, an

we speak, be it remembered, from | lieart was to Doeome insensible, pro-

i agk for the bare necessaries of life.

saddest experience, none call so loud- | ceeded to indicate the means nsed
Iy for avatitude, as the preservation| the Creator to connteract this.

ofour reason.  OF all the i_rilc_q'uuli}--]
figs in the social condition there is'|
uone so afféeting as its deprivation.
God sees fit 1o cast upon your heney-
olent eare those whom Heé visits witl
that fearful affliction, is it notalike
UNFEELING and UNGRATERUL to witli-
hold it? ;

Mr. Seward, when Governor of
New York, expressed in heantiful
and truthfnl simplicity, the political
cconomy ‘of this Christian age, in a
message to the Legislature, when he
sald < Nations a-¢ seldom impoverished
by thevr hiberality.”  Mr. Seward W
regommending the erection of addi-
tional Hospitals for -the insane: we

(Gentlemen, the highest exponent.
of our Christian civilization and ad-
vangement, and the best and most
enduring expression of onr God-like
nature,  underlies; the foundation

of I{.h_is;il_.;q‘gm_ﬁccqt,_','.(,.Ila_;u-ity for the |,

care and  treatment of the insane,
Your Schools, Colleges, Universitics
and  Organizations for the develope-
ment and cultupe of the minds of the
people and resources of the Comuon-
‘wealth, important as these are conce-
ded to be, sink iuto utter insignifi-
cance in comparison with the mor|
grandenr of a scheme like this for the
restoration of the enthralled human
soul. <A healthy body” says Mr.
Carlysle “is gyod, but a soul in right
health;—it is the thing beyond all
others to be prayed for; the hbles-
sedest thing this Kurth receives from
Heaven,”

Visit of the Trustecs.

The annual visit of the Trustees is an
event of sreat inferest fu the imnares of
a hospiral, It is asually heraldod by
additional eare in eleaning up anud fur-
bishing—in givingto everything. in and
about the institution. & holidav-garh air.
In other respects there is little change.
Applicants for permission to Teave the
Hospital are referred to the Superin-
tendent. as the best jndege of their state
of health:  Some extra deliencies ar
meals. and oneor two addiffional par-
ties ave given. and lospital life subsides
into its usual routive,

Our Ministers.
Rev. W. IT. Williams
Is the pastor of the Baptist Chuich
in the city, and ong of the regular oc-
cupants of the Hospital pulpit.  His
height is slightly below the average;
his form is rohust, his forchead high,
his hair and eyes dark, and the hir-
stute appanage of his face is formed
into a pair of black whiskers of mod-
erate length and genteel form.

His sermon ou the 16th Ulto. ieht
be styled philosophical; a species for
which we eonfess o predilection. for
thoneh not as devored to pure demon-
stration: as the mathewmatician whose
test of literary. excellence wis =one-
thing =proved.” we dearly love *whys™
and swhevefores™ and flink thepublic
tazte: runs strouger in that direetion
than anany ministers sippose. His (ext
being an exehunation of Jobs that the
Loved Tiad afflicted him and liad softened
liis hearts Mr. Williams after declarine

that the uatnral tendeney of the lnman

by
The
tertorsof the moral law, the tragzedy of
Calvary, afflictions of varions kiiids;
weare severally shown to be His insten-
ments for sneh purpose.  The reverenil

Cgentlemnn next inquired why a soft

heart was neeessary, and showed that
sueh ahearty and only such & heart.
cotld vender the individuad dosile to
the impulses of the Divine mind and.
like @ well-appointed rudder, conpel
the whole structure of which it formed
& park toronipt subservience of the
mster’s desions, £

Several times Mr . Williams involked
theaid of poetry tocenforce a thought.
Lt awonld. therfore be natural to expeot.
i the conrse of his sermon a display of.
rhetorical biossoms,  The fll gist of
some of these we mmfortunately lost, for
though: Mr. Williams® voice is  suffi-
ciently strong and, his habitngl aniima-
mationofimannerassumes,now ad then
the. earb of passion. his articilation is
‘notslways distinet. and his choiee of
accentualwords, is oveasionally. in o
Jopiniou, peenliar, f 3

Brevities.
The next waniber 'of the Merzon
will be printed onbeautifully tinted
paper,—Our Aiving=court is now de-
serted except on ' bright, warnt days,
We confess to missing the games of:
marbles, the throng of promenaders,
in couples or alone. and the oceasion-
al orvatorical spontings.  Before the
refirn of Spring some of fthe poor
fellows will be with the loved ones af
home, and some doubtless with those
who will ¢cherish them more fondly
and render them greater service than
theirpoor carthly friends could ever
do.—The South Alabamian sives an
extract from the Selma. Times to the:
effect that the ed't r had in his sane-
fim a potato 6 feet, 2 inches long.

| The only absurdity we can see about

the statement was pretacing it with
the averment that it was the largest
potato he had ever seen. and in the
omission of the certificates of some
Selmians that the editor was a trath-
ful man, and the certificate of a J udge |
of Probate that these Selmians eould
be believed on oath. = Seriously we
don’t see why a potato should not be
6 if parsnips grow to 30 feet. And
Meechii says he had one that did ;
though Meechii theysay is somewhat
given to long-bowing on Agvicultu-
ral topics.—ILi., wha runs the coaper
and mattress shop; had seruples of
conseience abont burning the State’s
caal, until the Doetor agreed to ac-
cept in payment dranghts payable
from the profits of some of the nu-
merons gold mines which I, owns.—
The entertainments duriug the visit
of the Trustees were distinguished
suceesses.  Judge King pavticipating
only in the first, the stereoscopic ex-
hibition ;* we did not have the pleas-
wre of secing him run. We like to
see huge, middle-aged men pick up
their feet in a hwrey.  When that
lady patient tapped on the back the
Hon. E. P. Jennings, our Trustee.
that huge embhodiment of North Ala-
hamianism made tracks for her like
a run away tempest. The explo-
sions of laughter that signalized his
rining feats, have doubtless hlowr

up numerous strongholds of lunacy

wanee, Tenn,

in the establishment—President Jip-

tons.of the Wniversity, finds guy/sles
reoscopie exifilitions snperior to iy
e has sacie in Aledenor Biaepe,
He affivins that 'flie onthives of the
fguves' are Wiara gecisauly o
and the Vit TR e ToTe i

distinetly and WS sionismias b .:i;]‘,';;f”
out by our -asvhdroden ‘?‘;fhr. el
apparatus thaw Iy aay ofher it | tias
been hLis forfune fol meet with ¢lse-
where.—The Butas Whip has pufiatt-
ed a geries of articles acainst danefing-
Plato is quoted g affirming that (liose
alone dance who ar incapalile off ri-
tional conversution, ‘Tt balg | en-
tirely misses us hinaticd,  We aivail
oursclves of onr hinnumity to/siyione
word in hehialf of'the poor desils D=
gidé, whom not sufficient iy 1,1':rrm:.:{l1l“I
with tangle-foot polities, shiort ‘cofton
crops aud the financiul epidemie,{the

Jare

Eutaw man wishes fo-plinee fnta ) the

Grehenna of Puritaism, Al e
world acknowledze “Plato's ggn‘:;ﬂ?!
but,-buthue did he have threo gr¢§tilss
of cowmmon sense F— A Georgia fa M-
et has taken a'premium for rajging
five bales of cottsu from ‘one ad'l’ .
e ought to have received fnsteadl of

ithat-a Derth in the penitentiary. | for
if the present calamitons conidition of -

the South be due o half b bale per
acre what does the villain desiive
who raises five 7—Two hundred dip-
ies of the Superiniendint’s mm}mll
R-c_pt_lri woere })I'il]'t(’:l. "anid hﬂlllll’?]‘ in
the Mefeor office sololy for the m@m-
bers of the Ledislature.—We m-ii’ in
receipt of a complimentary eapal Of
invitation {o the Pi Dinega sociefy: Of
the Uni\'n-rsity of tae ﬂf)ulh ;_11'8.:-
The y Metenr folks o~
v shicere hanksl bUul must —ex-
¢laimy aftor the manner af an put-divar
patient whao, on ]wn.fiug the \\‘I]ist?;; uf
asteam-hoat, imigivas it j= the yorice
of his friends calliag Tim toeo e
home : T hexr you and want o g jhut
they won’t Tet me.—Onyr goad friend,
Mrs. T. E. Roberts, and othér lad/ies
of Mobile contributed & burrel of lov-
anges to our thanks-sivine entertatin-
ment. The ladies of Mabile! fare
noted for their thonghtfilness gind
liberality,—Some months since the
Mevuor . chronicled (le t]ist-r_-\'u-ry‘--‘ of
coal on the Hospilhl farm. Very
lately a still more valuahle dv_’pt,_ﬂ-‘iii
has been encountered. The vein, 18
nearly three feet in thickness aud of
the very best quality.

. W. A, Flanmpmond,

The E,.r:;u.'.*'l‘ (7Y whose testimetny
acquitted MeFarland for the killing
of Richardsan, & ays ina vecent pagmry
on- Insanity in its velalion to ¢iime t1at

<Ay individual whi has suflicient | ins
telligence to kKnow thal pointiiie ]_;’|.‘l'_!—
el pistol af & hpman bheing elined I
andd pulling the tricoer, sets which
will eanse the death of o persot, segaitist
whowt thay sve diveciul shold he spb-
jected fo the sare (unishinent folr 4
homicide as woitld b mvarded. foina
Tikeoffence comnilstod iy i sane porsot.”

It is u question of dome prycholog-
teal interest to! Kiow avhevi andi in
what role“expert  Hummond™ wWill
next appeunr,

]
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Myleitudes of definitions of poetry
have heen proposed, but none have
given, universal satisfaction. The
same, however might be said of many
other aitempts at defining. A defi-
nitioy is as w picture of the original,
and Thpwever excellent, must in va-
Ti0us, respects come short. To define
acClWigtely is ever a most diflicult
task, for the reason that

Wor gg are but heralds of the royal thing,
ROUt iny the mental powers texpect their king.

It would he a great error to brand
as “ipere rhyme” #ll verse which is
1ot & celebration| of some great
evenl, noted character: or important
priuciple. As a house may descrve
admi pation as a palace, a mansion,
4 Cofifage or even a hen house,
0 there may be various grades of
gend jne poefry ; from the sublimity
of Flomer and. Shakespeare, the
heaw ly of Virgil and Cowley, to
the I ymour of Goldsmith in some of
his simaller poems. It is important
howewer that the vehiele aceord with
the ubject—that (the more frivial
the topic the more briefly, in general,
it be treated, :

A1y essential characteristic of all
verst, to justify the appellation of
genwina poetry, isthat in its whole
collse. from the beginning to the end,
it shij]l seem as the pulsations of
SOME, yirtnous emotion—a trill from
the hords of the soul. Whatever
ace0 pplishes such a result is genu-
ine ¥oetry 3 that which comes short
of it giay beinspuctive oruseful verse
but i not a poem.
~ Ariindispensable element of poetry
of the hichest order is the tragic.
Al t Jje oreatest poets, in this respect,
are 1qithful to the instinets of the
soul. * There is a vein of profoundest
sadinass which enters as an impor-
tant facfor into every life, which, in
iruth | puns through allereated things

— and Hghich St Paul has very foreibly

fle]' vicited as the whale ereation being
m trigvail. The life of the angels,
whice hmnst ever be to man, the heau
ideal of hanor and bliss, has, linked
indis solubly with its aspiratious, the
awiu | fate of legions of the heavely
host which kept ot their first estate,
Nor this alone ; the Omnipotent is
repragented in the Sceriptures as par-
r:_rkil'1g of this profound sadness. Pas-
sing by the sorrowful life and cruel
deatly of the God-man, we learn from
holy ayvit that the Holy Spirit “ma-
keth intércession for the saints with

- groa nings nuutterable.”

The Mind.

24 mneh lias been writfen of the
siredleth of the human minds its god-
HKe ©dow ments, its wonderful achieve-
ment s—its suhlime soars through the
reall ys of nnlimited space. its marvel-
16Us fathoms of the recesses of nature
zu:_!T'“h(!in;_f—-Iih_:l-t_. il I8 neceskary. now
and Sthen. to present the other side,
3‘“‘;"'—‘.}10“' Tiaw wenk it really is,

V hat o length of time is spent even
by b piohi ehildren in acquiring the ru-
dimnt! rs of science? How often had
eacky lesson to be gone over, ench princi-

ple attacked, and how easily forgotten
affer being thoroughly mastereds so
that fully one-haifof the averageoflives
is consumed in learning the intellectual
tools with which fheir world-work is
to be performed. Nay, it is generally
adinitted that when a young man leaves
college his education has just begmi,
and yet lie has then nearly lived ouf
two-thirds of the fime on Harth which
he ean, of right, eall his own.

Many illustrations conld be given of
the diffienlty with which men acquire
new ideas. or arrive at just conclusions
in novel or unexpected sitnations.—
Most persons brought up in a house
facing South or North associate the
front of every dwelling in which they
stay with that point of the compass,
and are never really *“square with the
world™ except in a house situated simi-
larly to the home of their youth. The
attachment of muiltitudes to the pecu-
liar prineiples of their denomination or
party—we mean those which distin-
cuish it from others—has, probably,
1o more philosophical foundation than
this. There could not be an arl more
simple than printing; an art which
children have radely practiced from the
days of Cain and Abel. Yet how
many thousand years elapsed before
it war discovered! and this too in the
presence of a wide spread demand for
its products. How miny myviads of
your *nobly endowed” men had seen
a pot top lifted by steam. without re-
flecting that a force which eould do
that could be converted into a most
nseful =ervant.

The number of playing eards in a
deck iz only fifty=two; yet the fewest
persons. in playing a game of whist.
will remember what eards have been
plaved. althougl the division into fonar
kinds with their gradations and the
usnal progress of the samea re nofori-
ously ealeulated. fo aid the memory.
The simple combinationsof thodvanghi
or checker hoard are thorougly mas-
tered by not more than one in twenty
even of its devotees.

But o uge a more familiar illustra-
tion, let a hook of 100 pages he read
in the hearing of & score of persons,
and what will thie mass of them retain
of the eontents? Perhaps a half~dozen
or dozen  distinet facts or prineciples.
ATl the rest i a confused mass of dateés,
events, motives and prineiples.

Yet many of these bunglers at sim-
ple games or localities of town and
eomntry will prononnee dictatorially
on religious and philosophieal ques-
tions, the very integers of the forees of
which none ean understand : nay. ive
disposed tO perseente others for arriving
at conelusions different to their own,
Now in all sueh problems the number
of separate forees is countless and the
field of their operations. at least to hn-
man faeulties, boundless. Yet multi-
tudes inragine that they have so tho-
roughly mastered them that they listen
with impatience to any one who may
preswmne to offer a new thought or fto
depart fromn the rufs in which their
own minds are acenstomed fo run.

North and South.
Mr. Editor :—

When slavery was abolished
all barriers to an assimilation of the
characters of the people of our two
sectiong were broken down. In a
few years it will be as difficult to tell
a Northern man from a Southern
as the fresh butter of many markets
from a mixture of the ancient article
with lard, suet &e. Regarding this
assimilation as inevitable we think
it a pafriotic duty to promote it.
The chief, perhaps the only rea-
son why some patriots are averse o

any attempts at blending is from
entertaining the erroneous idea that
it is a big job. I undertake to show
that it is not.

To begin: The climates of the
two sections are said to be very un-
like. I question this because I
doubt if eivilized humans can endure
weather much colder than we have
in Dixie. Cold! by Jehosaphat, if
a white bear were turned loose on
some of our winter days, he might,
without subjeeting himself to the im-
putation of being imaginative, con-
ceive that he was i Greenland.
I learn too that in Kectucky all per-
sons above 45 years of age, on the
return of Spring, brag of being alive,
as if a survival of the Winter was a
aréat vital feat. Moreover, a Rus-
sian lady-emigrant, finding the eli-
mate of New York trying to her
constitution, started for balmy Dixie,
by way of Cairo. She declared that
the farther south she went the colder
she became until reaching Louisi-
ana she came very near freezing to
death. T do not deny that the ther-
mometer draws in its horn somewhat
more north ; but what has that to do
with the matter? It is not the cold
that effiets quicksilver but the eold
that affcets the fingers and toes which
eoncerns humanity. A thermometer
can no more judee weather for an
animal than a cow can sample diet
for an alderman. The very popu-
larity of the water cure at the north
proves that the climate is not severe
for the idea that any but feathered
bipeds should be addicted fo hourly
bathing except in moderate weather
is a transparent absurdity. - But they
have more snow north. What ofit?
Snow ig never indicative of extreme
cold, but the reverse. Several Sou-
therners, moreover, having lately in-
vented ice-machines, Dixie will soon
wheel into ranks on all refrigerating
poitits, .

The productions of the two seec-
tions differ. The Yanks raise more
ayain, grass aud apples. They raise
more grain doubtless beeause they
plant more. The idea that ours is
not a good grass country is contrary
to every farmers experience. I speak
what I well know, for. I once tried
farming, and you bet I wished that it
*warn't” good for grass, for this out-
erowed corn and cotton and anything
else T ever planted, so that my chief
concern as a planter was to keep the
grass down. DMy neighbors” flelds,
too, more often resembled cottonny
grass fields than grassy coffon ones.
Ag to Dixie being unsuited to apples,
ask Mr. Luncdon of Mobile, ifit is
not due to the fact that while twelve
months arve devoted to cotton, about
twelve hours of mental and physi-
cal labor is accorded to fruit-trees
annually. The North is popularly
supposed to be unfit for cotton cul-
ture. I will give one fact, from
which your readers can draw their
own inference. A gentleman of in-
telligence and veracity intormed me
that he saw " cotton in Illinois that
would produce tyice as much, per

from the well.

acre, as thousands of acres in Geor-
sia. Recollecting that the former
is one of the most northern, and the
latter one of the most southern, we
must conclude that a Dbarrier be-
tween the two sections can not be
built of the Gossypium.

The Northerner is thought to bemore
industrious, but the METEOR, some
numbers back, showed—which is true
—that all the energy does not lie north,
nor all the laziness south, of Mason and
Dixon’s line. 'To clench this argument
or rather, to put the boot on the other
leg, consider the domestic arrange-
ments of the two sections, The Yank
has his kitchen in his dwelling and his
well and his wood-pile in his kitehen.
If this is not a proof of laziness I am
not a philosopher, Seehow differently
these things are arranged south. The
Kitehen is twenty to fifty paces from the
dwelling; the well as far from the
kitchen, and the wood-pile fifty yards
In rainy weather, par-
ticularly if the wind is high, the amonnt
of enterpise which this arrangement
provokes is enormous.

The Yankee's prineiple of life iz said
to be the love of money; the Souther-
ner's a love of honor. Now there is
at this pointroom for big blundering.

Examine it closely, and like fhe sup- _

pused redness of the blood it is found
to be a mere semblance. I grant that
the Northerner loves money, hut who
ever saw a Southerner that hated if?
Sueh an individual would be a greater
curiosity than the Dearded ‘woman.
But the Southerner is devoted to honor.
Very well; but are the Yanks indifle-
reut about thiz? Decidedly not; for
why do they value money it not as step-
ping stones to honor. The Southerner
haits for honor with bows, siniles, com-
plimients, bowie-knives and pistols,—
The Yankee puts dollars in his trap
and eitelies twice the number of those
birds of paradise which men term
*honor,” Eyen if his hirds are not the
pure hreed, the difference iz not only
searcely distinguishable, butlong expe-
perience in the old world provesthat fre-
guent erossing with them is necessary to
the excellence of the purest stock.

The Northerner, in farming. evineces
less astuteness than the Southerner.
ITe plants a variety of crops, o that if
one hits, anothier is sure to miss. 'I'he
Southerner, averse to hase comproini-
ses with Fortune, plants all cotten, and
fails only in conseguence of those acei-
dental “or providential dispensations,
boll-worm, army-worm ete. His per-
sistence in the same course proves him
a hero who is not fo be deferred from
a grand purpose by such trifling things
as worms or such big ones as Provi-
dence; who failing, rises and tries
again and again and yet again.

One other point—the mental charac-
teristies of the two sections. These I
cun but glance at now. I am investi-
eating. with a view of elucidating fully
this branch of the subject, the exact
number of larruppings thal it takes to
make a chap love his books, making
due allowance for the effect of frost in
intensifying the bite of a hickory. Dr,
Draper: inhis work on elimate. says that
the Soulh has never produced a greab
man. He will want us to believe next
that there are no big rivers South, nor
big liars North, Bug all Draper’s phi-
lozophisings prove what an ass even a
oreat man can make of himself when
abandoning the field of his legitimate
business. Had he staek to his retorts
and hig renal and hepafie seeretions,
anil let philosophy alone. hisreputation,
for veracity at least, would be less ini-
peachable.  But the troth is; Deaper is
one of those imaginative men who, ha-
ving conceived a thicory that is irrecon-
cilable with acknowledged facts,
clauim : e worse for the faets !
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