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Dearest Mether:

— : Tor once in & groat while T am geingg to write s letter,

can yau fﬁ“?‘re the idea ? Enywsy I'm geing to write = leftﬂr jest Tike

I said at-first, what is going to be in i% aLd what isen't T am for frem
Saying now, but y@u‘li gee lster on. The reason Tor this must be Hhat

T am in an 111 state of mine, was mnever more disgusted with life in =3

whole career, This must wndoubt ably musx be a c?uel world-- for you see

the time is drawing near for me 1o go home, now can you emsgoa it

I seriously believe T will have the gres 4 pleasure of biding fhe rain
swept shores of Sununy France adisu, hatWﬁeﬁ the 20th. of Febuary and 10th
of WMareh; perhaps in & few more day,s gnd T ean give you my ﬁalllnﬁ ﬁategf

I was awserded the @reaf §?€asu¥e ef’hearln? freﬂ Tou aJa*n @nly

. gnd ean &agsure you after w ;
, géaraietteﬁsﬁa@,&ggmmcla&ea v e T‘fi?& gh&%P?%ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ
,grltlﬁh gbout as 1ittle as T am bGWﬁver wa eaulé ha*&l fuss ever who,
is Writlnm the most at this Stavm of the game; for I sm of the opinien
that net elther is going tc wrlte very much uﬁtill I lesve France.

W@ther dear, you remember sf me ﬁelllng you that I wrote s letter
some Few months ago, that had te mueh in 1% teo mail, rather I counlden't
find an enveleope 1&?%@ enough te get what T hﬂa,wrltten in, giving in #w
detail the Battle of the WMarne together with the emportent Battles en the
Western front., T did later mail it, but as I have never had you te spesk
of geting it, am going te write it over, here en the mechine; dent leok
&t mistakes er you'll never read it for yeu sec T am new at the game and
zet in 2 hurry and am jest as 1iab1g t@ hit ene letter as anether,

I borrowed a book frem the Y.#:8:&, history of the war From 1914 to
1918, and while it was in my prosessiod teken most of the dates down .
together with a few of the remarkable cemmend,s given by’aan~ Joffre to
his mﬂn; and ag well as T remember.-and as Tew "words as pessiable will

begin from the starting peint up untill 1918, Then if T have time will
31Ve y@n & 11+t1e of my histery as a sellier some where inm Fr rancsae

¥ LREADING EVENTS O THE WAR ON ALL-FRONTS™

mhe four enemies fighting amanst the “llies in this g%aa+ war T as you _
knew"” was Germany, Xustra—ﬁungarv, Bulgsria, Turkey. Germsny wa®e an Empire
. The reigning seuverign was William 11 Germar Empereor and King of Prussia.
{ bern lSRV ) Germany eovers an ares of 206,780 sq- miles, with = pepu-
lation of 67,812,,000 soulsg. (1) Militery servies was e@ﬁﬁwlser; and unie
versal and the prestige in Germany was such that a man must be a seldier
rether then & eitizen. Th st Iine army in time of pesce, for purpese
' = m——— > was 1,500,000 men, the second-------




(1} sha statishiea gwen 'a
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eﬁsus ﬁaken befare the Waa*

11ne I,OO0,0GQQ Bhe comolete Enlltary resources of Germaﬁy were est&mated whesn
. the wae broke out . at 7,000,000¢ OFf whﬂm at 1east 4,000,000 had sefveq in the army.
LAUSTRASHUNGARY
Auatra—ﬁuﬁgary is ecalled the Dual anardhy, the relgaln enerélgn is Charles;

Emperor of Austra and King of Humgary ( born 1887 ) iustea covers am ares of 115,
882, squiare miles, with a population of 28,995, 844, Humgary covers an area of
125,609 square miles, with a population of 20, 886, 407«

~ Military service is compulsory amd universales The regular army in time of peace
was composed of 54,009 officers, 390, 249 men, with reserves witch brought the war
“strength of the army up to 2,000,0000r a total of 4,00@,000 trainedand uﬁtralne&
who eonld be put in the fielde

»

-

BULGARTA

Bulgaria is a lonarchy . The reigning King is Terdlﬂand(bor31861)
Bulgsria covers an areacof 45, 3505 square miles. Its population is estimated at
4, 753,997 souls. Hilitary service is compulsory and universal. The war stength
of the field army amounts to about 280, OOO mene - >

PRy
;urkey is a»n Pmpire. The relgnlﬁg goveriegn is Vohemmed ¥ {pown 1844 }
I Turkey if Hurope, covers an area of 10,882,square miles, with a oowulation of
3 89;,000 souls, -
EITurkey in Asis, encludéng nSla minor, Armenis, amd Kurdistan, mesoootamla,

Syrla, Arabis, The grand total number of inmhabitaints 21,273,900s0uls® —
~ The law calilng for military service in Jurkey was enscted shortly before the
wa®p broke out, in 1984 The mobilization assenbled sbout?780,000 men,morecver an :
experienced militda of about 60,000 men who have been takenm for the am e

THE AlLImq

Frauce is a reaubllc. it covers amn area of 204, 054 square miles, countrng
a population 0f4@,000,000 souls. The largest cities are Paris, the Capital, 217,80%;
Varsseilles, 550,619; Lyons 525,796 Le Harvel’6,189; Naney 119,939, eee. Thefe,are
more people liwing dm the countiy-rthan iatthe ¢ities im.France. =
Hilitary service is compulsory and universal. The field army in peace time
was about 800,000 combatants, with five B00,000Créborves; France was gble to put
4,000,000 men in the field at the beginning of the war, :

GEEa? BRITADN
' Cfaat Britain is a momarchy. the reigning King and ﬁwne&or is Geo»we Y (born 18B5)
1gland covers an area of 1213623 square miles, with atotal population of
45 ”70 530 soulsg, London the Capital and largest eity counts, emcluding the vast
outlglng suberbs, 7,400,000, The éity itself represents asbout half this nuber .
, The regular army was about 150, 000Umen. Comeription was voted im 1916. :
, Lhe number of fightinge men in the fl@ld has been ?alsed to over 1,500,000, ' =

BELGIUN

Belgium is & monarchy. The reigning King is Albert 1 ( borm 1875]
Belglum has an ares of 11,375 square mmlesg Brussels, the Capital, counts & pop~
~ulation of 665,647 souls, Antwerp 512,884, The Belgium arumy.- was recuited by the call
for volunteers.rfha total number of recuits available fop the field was 155,000mer
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P.8% all d.ates were
taken from the history; am surs I would have not remcmbg,red them.

B:.:LulUIa.,' .ﬂ.ﬁu‘)—.u\llh’ \[J.LEILL B*il&&ll\ @

On June 28, 1914, while visiting the small town of Sarajevo, im the provmce
of Rosnia, the CGrand Duke of sustra,heir to the m_r'o e, and his wife , the Duchess .
of Hohemberg, are rmardered by a Serbian student. =4 month of diplomatic discussions
ensues, but the gquarrel between Serbia and uustra is centuried old, and in spite of
Serbia,s Jood.wn.ll in sesking to arrange matters peacefully, Austra declares war with
her om July 26, 1914. This is the bepllmmg of the declaratioms of war witch
suncede each other . 28 the various mations of the world drawn into this contest for
Right and Liberty ageinst Injustice and iutocracye s
Russiasseeing that her unfriemdly uneighbor, Austra , has d_eclared. war, begids to
mobilize her armjes. This act is takem by Germsny as a protext to declare war with
~ her on August 1, 1914, Without further excuse, Germany declares war wilh France om
August 3, with Belgium on iugust 4, and on that samevday Great Britéddm declares vrar
‘with Germemy. iustra~Hungary declares war wifh Russia on august 7. .
lNontenmegro and Serbia both dealare war with Germenyom iugust 93 France declares
war with _"ustra—lluzlgary on August 10; Great Britaia declares war w:.th the same power
on iugust 12. On August 23, Yapan declares war with Germeny; iustra-Hungary declgg‘g;a
war with Japan on sugust 27, end Belgium on fhe followering day, witch brings the
the number of declar¥ations of war in ome month to the total of 14, Before the end 5
of the year 1914, this number is to be raised to 17 by theee new declarations of wari
Russia with Turkey on Novenber 3, Fraonce with Turkey on November 5, and Great =~ '
Britdin with Turkey on the same daye -
Before the three illies are able t0o work in their close union on the Westemn
Pront, each bf these countries has its own belief and terrible adventures in meeting
the Dexman foreese Until Aggust 24, when the famous order for 2 general retreat
is given by Joffre, the inecidents of the war for the illies are a succession of
- suprises. Unprepared for war at the moment of its declaration, the French believe
firmly that Germeny will keep her pfficial promiises never to violate teh neutrality
of Belgiuwmy that the only danger of emnvasion is on the edstern frontiere. The
immediate attac¥upon Belgium disorginizes the Fremeh plan of concentration.
France finds hers@lf suddenly called upon to defend a battle font of houndreds
of miles in length and witch extends from the Vosges to the North Seas
Great Britain!¥ declaration of war does not meccessarily imply her collaboration
with the Fremch or Belgium forces on land . According to the British suthorities
({ the cabinet were far from mmamimous on the advisability of sendi ing an Txpeditionary
foree to the Comtinent )). Yet the favorable decisiom is taken; and on Zugust 17, the

British soldiers wEo compose yms first eontiage:at, gbout 150,000 men :Ln all, 1and
here in FRances

On August 4, the King of Belgium, addressiug Parliment, mekes the following
declarationss " I have faith in our destinies. A country $kmt witch d.efends itself
commands the respeet Uf all; that country cannot Perishi o

The same day the Germans begin to bombard the forts of Llege- tlney are twelve
in mumbery #ix main aad six lesser forts.,
" Thelr heroic resistance,

under the ¥kzvyxx orders of :
e P i ey General Temamn, does indeed

It gives to the Germans their first evidence of
what, to theiw point of v&ew,seem impossiable; that an wamilitary people, with 6zﬂ.y

& National Guard as defence, can prefur death to surrend
er, or to com
an enemy whom they have reasons to despisec ’ . orornise e

. 1011 August 7, the Germens ocCupy the clty of Leige; the forts hold out for
ong days, the last ome to surremder on August 15, The enemy meanwhile has

been pouring into Belgium, and as sooh as they can safely lesve Leige behind

them, they break into two columns- one marches umier tha orders of Von Klueck:



(4)

upon Louvain and Brussels " the Capital " the other, commended by Vom Bulow,
. advamces tword Hamur and Diment, On August 22, and 23 these two streams are
%0 unite im a way disaustrious for the French and British, at Moms eharleroi

By iugustl?, the Belgium army is retiring toward intwerp; on sugust 20 BPrus—
sels is ocecupied, Namur falls om iugust 25, the vailent defenders of of Louvain
are foreed on iugust 27, to surrender. Izcepi for amtwerp, witeh holds out untild
October 9, Belgium is allmost entirely im the hands of the ememy. The King and his
goverment takes up their off:.clal residence at Le Harve, in France. { the nlaee I
landed at when I came from Brglamd acceroas the Channel,)

ileanwhile in France, even before the mobilization ealled on Auﬂust..., 1914, hase
been completed, a campaign of tremendious importence is begun. Om iugust 7, the Fr,eneh
troops cross the fromtier of Alsace, and enter Mulhouse. = :

The furious struggle godmg on between liomns, Charlepoisnd the Luxerbourg frontier
reaches its height on August 22,and 23, Gharleroi is lost and taken five times,
remaining in the hands of the Germons.

On sugust 24, in the face of the steady gains the Gemaas are rmkmb, Joffre
determines upon a general retreat. The Allied armies are to retire to a position
vWhere,gtrengthencd by fresh t:c'oops brought up from the rear, they will be able:
to turn about and take the offemsive again., this retreat comtinues for 12 dayse =

Pighting by day and marching by night, wreforming their forces after every back- .
ward movement, the Fremch and British gain fer themsevels, during this time,; the
adamratlo*ﬂ of the entire worlds —

Ssp“bember 5y 1914, is one of the most memorsble date inm the history of the -
world. Joffre gives the order to halii."He commands his men to face about and to =
except death rather than to surrender.® The followering dsys seé the great battle
of the La.;me, - = 7 = : ;

THE BATTLE OF ’.'L‘H_E MATRINE, ‘ : !
(September 5-12, 191&.) : s

Joffre after ordering the balt, face about and take death rather than moves;

he read out to his men these 1113’6“’&81:10115, w;tteh are among -the orea‘eest mesgages

of history. He said:
* g% this moment, !ﬁaen a battle, upon witch depends the salv~
ation of the country, is about to beﬂ‘m, it is important to remember, one and
all, that we can nolonger look bekind us: all our efforts must be in attacting
and drivine back the enecmye. The hour has come when we mugt stond fast what ever
the cost, and accep death rather than pive way. Under these circumstances no .
sign of weakness will be tolerated le. » _ ' =
Joffre was speakimg to soldiers warthy of his confidences

The Germans ha:ve been sqdvmelﬂ at the rate of twenty five miles & day. Over a
million and e guarter men are pouring down on Paris, from all directions, — =
commiting as they pass the horrible atrocities comserning witeh the Freunch Govern=—
ment, and the United States have published official accounts.

The German soldiers, to a men , are convineed that the viectory is not only
assured, but that it is almost wome. In fact they celebrate it in anticipationg

liean while the French army is waiting fok this barbarous and brutal

enemy s The battle front of the Varnme streaches from the Bavirons of Paris |
to the entrenched camps of Verdum, a distance of about 175 milese
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POSITIONS OF THE ARMIES.

The allied armies in the order of their positions along this from
witeh has a slightly eemi-circula form are: ghe French army nearest
Paris, is the 6th.French_army, comnmanded by Maunory; the British
army, commanded by Fieldzliarshal French , the commanding general
of the French armies’'" as I have said was Joffre." 4

The § 5th. French army under General Bspery; the 9th. under Gen.

-Foch; the £th. French army under Gen. Cary; nearest to Verdun'
was the 2nd. French army under:Gen. Sarrial.

‘The relative positions of the “erman armies is as follows:
nearest Paris , the lst. and 2nd. German armies under the General h
Von Kluck and Bulow, with 520 860 men; the third army under Hausen
with 120,000 men; the 4th. army under the Diike of Wurtemberg, with
200,000 men;and the 5th. army, nearest Verdun, with 200,000 men un-
dervthe Kronprinz. -

The French left wing ( the 6th. army under Maunoury)extended
8lightly futher to the northest than the German right wing, Xkms
EpERiEEtiwg i Rax axtranaxGErnanxrightxwing
thus accentuwting the curve of the Frenchfront so as to give it
almost the lines of a compass.

THE PLANS OF THE GERMAN GEN.VON KLUCK.

The plan of Von Kluck is to break through the " compass” and to
bear down on Paris , He h=s only about twenty five miles to the (&
Capital. His faith in his own power is to great, that in the Fren-
c¢h is not enough. North of the Marn:only one German corps is left,
commanded by Schwerin. THE BETTLE BEGINS,

General Msunoury, 'French" begins an attact so violent that

Schwerin is obliged to eall Von Kluck to come to his rescue,

Von Kluck suprised by this onslaught of bhhe 6th. French army, the
presence of witch he does not seem to have taken sufficiently into
account, is obliged to withdraw across the Marne two of the corps
witch have been sbtacking the British and the troops of Gen.Espery

Von kluck=- to contenure the comparison jest used-- is trying to
twist one branch of the compass. His endeavors are vain, msximmmemry
-~ "PHE SECOND PHASE  OF THE BATTLE."
While the battle is raging in the region of the riverOureq, the Gem =~
mans attempt to force their way through the French armies,in the
center of the compass, and to make up,,in this way the for the re-
verses they are encountering on their right. This second part of the
battle of the Marne is called the " Melee of the Swaumps of Saint-
Gond " 6 engages the’entire army of Gen. Foch, and the right wing of
Gen. Egpery's armies. ,
: ~THIRD PHASE OF THE BATTLE.
Still further east, on the lMarne and ghe neighborhood ofVerdun

the Duke of Wurtemberg and the Kronprinz are endeavoring to crush
through the Armyes commanded by Cary and Sarriel,. They are determ-
ined to break through the French right wing and by going so to cut it
off from Verdun, witch has been serving as pivot , first for the

manoeuvews of the retre@t ang now for the offencive mouement.

These three seprate parts of the battle have been waged simultaneo
8ly and with eneredible fury. ; e
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PURTHER DETATILS:

"As well as I remember, the events as
they tronspired in details are briefly ss followers ".

On September 6th., 1914 the Germans, French and British, armies

drew up face t0 face 2nd nter into action. Genersal lisunoury begins
& violent attack to the northest of Paris. Von Kluck'g mxmiws hurls
forces with overwhedming imputus against the 6th. French army; the
British Qotifyed by the aviation of the withdrawel of Von Kluck army
go foward under s terrific fire. News is brought Von Kluck that
General lMartwix can not hold out for twenty four hours, before the
oncoming army of -Foch. '

In this offencive General Empherey has dettermined ss early as the
morning to take lMontmiail. Effectively on the 8th. over the bodys
of 7,000 Germans he le&ds his men into the city. From there he
pushes on to Chateau- Thierry. ( on that very spot one houndeed
years before Napoleon had won s brillant victory over Prussis, and .
the Russians). ,

September 9 is to be a terrible day for the 6th. army; Maunoury
gives the order to advance if they are " killed on the spot" under
such valient and grim determinations, Von Kluck is obliged to order
a retreat of his army. :

Foch, during these agonizing days, if face to face with the German
Imperial Guard. ( the hest soldiers that @ver walked on German soil)

The 9th. army under ®och, life the 6th. under Maunoury, has been %o

formed with admirable elements, chosen amcn% the best soldiers of
France, and has not endured the twelve exasting days of fighting

day, and marching =2t night. This idea of strengthening the forces
from the rear, while they are falling back for better positions, is
one of the masterful military genius of Joffre. Its effect is now
to be more than felt by the Germans.

On September?, the Germans receive orders to redouble their attack,
Foch, gives orders to redouble the resistance. On September 8, the
enemy gains a slight advantage, on the rail road line to Paris;

Foch, by no ways disceouraged,the followering day issues his famous
command.(( the situration is excellent, I order the offencive be
resumed )! The situration is all wayd excellent, when such & Genersl
is able to commasnd such troovs. :

The Germans celebrating its occopation of the day before, have,
drink to excess. They are beating & hasty retreat over &field
strewn with their magses of dead and wounded. Their flight is so
hasty that they have not even time to burn or blow up the bridges
behind them. The Kronprinz ie the last to withdrak, loathe to renouce
his dreasm of teking Verdun, this dre~m witch, is to become s nightmare
for the Kise's heir.

-On September 10, 11:; and 12; it seems like a great broom was
sweeping the Germans from the Battlefields of the Marne.

After the battde of the liarne the Germans had withdrawn from 25%050 -
miles, leaving behind them two third§ of the. territory they hsd tsken,
and 150,000 dead or wounded soldiers

What I have said above constitutes the Battle of the
Marne, witch perhaps not realized, means so much to the world.
The rest of the Battles on the Western front} I will not have time to
dwell on as I heve this one, so will merdaly give the nemes and losses.




THE BATTLE OF FLANDERS, DIXMUDE; YRRES:
( October 20 -- November 14, 1914.)

The losses of the enemy in wounded prisomors, and killed,was

120, 000, in trenches not over half a mile there was found

as many as three thousand, bodies. ( but at thet is nothing to
compare with their losses since the early psrt of 1918) :

THE BATTLE OF CHAMPAGNE:

The battle of Champagne gave back to France about 65, milés of
reconaured territory, =nd with losses to the enemy of 140,000 men.

THE BATTLE O® VERDUN:

- The battle of Verdun, was on of the greastest battles fought,
up untill 1918.1t was one of the most formidable undertaking
recorded in history. Germeny was preparing for it for 15, months
and for ten long months the Kronprenz hurled his men to death
against the wall of Verdun, But the Poilus s2id that the Germen
would not pass, allthough, men and meterial, was pighter than they.
In thet one battle the Kronprenz laid 600,000 men at the gates of
Verdun; and decited that there was such things as amposibilitys,

( that is whet I hag refurence to when I said, his dresm
was to become a nightmere for the Kisels heixr

THE BATTLE OF THE SOMME:
(July 1 -- November 17, 1916.)

Thig battle liberated about 125, miles of French territory
and something 1like 22,000 was taken prisoners} ( have forgotton
what the losses were, but it was & great battle of something like X6
160,000 losses to the enemys The battlefields of the Summe was
fought over several time; and is said that you can hardly walk over
them for the shell hole. There was more heavy artillery used in
that battle than eny other,previous to that time.

THE BATTLE OF VIMY:
(April 8§14, 1917.)

Vimy Hidge, is = ridge of hills about 400 feet high, and witch #m
dominates the plasins of Lens and Douia. On account of its height
and because it served for = post of observation, the Germans
Fortified it in = menner that withstood the most violent attacks of
the Allies. In this battle the Germens lost about 200,000 men
Where I was told personsly that the Allies lost 90,000, 110,060 less
than the enemy.

THE BATTLE OF CHEMIN DES DAMES:
( April 16-- May 6 1917.

Afge battle of Chemin Des Dames, was in every a vietory for the
b R ¥ p— :



with 200,000 lesmsés tocthe enemy;rﬁith only 110,000 to the Allies,

-

fau BATPTE POR CAMBRIA:

, This gigantic struggle might betier be called the battle FOR
Cambria, as in spite of the heroic efforts, the stupendious sacrifieces
made by the British on a 32 mile front, from ﬁ@vemﬁey 20 to December 12,
after the battle Cambrie still was in the hands of the enemy. At Jene
moment the battle was a vietery, but the counter a'tack made by the Ger-
mang was te strong, and the British had te fall back farther than they
wes when the h&ttle besun. But te a certain extent is still claiméd es an

Allied victory, due te so many Fremnch eﬁhabltpﬁ%s being l1iberatens
The bat%le of Cambria wes feught from Nevember 20 to Deecembszr 12,
as T belisve T said sbeve, I remember well reading of it in the papers,
giving it such an Allied vietory” that was while ghe babtlé was going on"
then later we received the news from an unathoritive source that it was
a falure, The morning the British went over the feop was a great suprise
to,the enemy, as it was the first battle te be fought Wluh@ut eny artilis-
ery preparatlens there wasen't a gun fired befere the men wezt éver the ¥
top, was the flrst time the tanks had every been used, = =
= :
As I believe I have said about as much ag will be pGSulwble to say
and zive you a little of my seldering life for the bre@eats '
Uow for my career &s & soldier; beglﬂﬁlﬂW with-e¥& box car days to the
present. It vou remember 1t was on one beautiful June afterncon that we
-8 party ol Five left-the litile village to join the army, as you know T
cam. bac”,iv@m Nﬁluﬂ+a home end then went baeck; but on my Way baeck if
Sister has ever teld you,she Tixed me & nice midnight lunch, eake, chicken
au& I dont ne what all, well wen 1 g0t to Brundidge T left 1t in the Depo
and went up town, Wh@ﬂ T came back it was elesed net te open untill the ne
next morning, me leaving at ¢ e,cleek that night, therfore I must leave
811 the trouble that Sister went te there in the Depet; end what I hated
most was some letters te Beyd end Tem sewell that was glven to me hed- 1
left to give to them when I got fo é*luﬁta, theyswas in the package to.
Ag it hapen T met 2 hetel boy and smused him a ¥ew moments by telling

a
what all I was goeing fTe see when T left for Franece, end was leaving in & =
few days and all that stuff, thus getting him to bremise to send the 1etter
¥ to us in Aflants, so he did te my suprise.
I went te Savanah and finished sigming up all of my §ﬂ11s+msnt papers :
nts

i
and went on to Atlar the evening of the 18%H, ren@r+e& aut at the lumber

yard, or what was toe be our camp for duty, found Boyd and the rest all
SF1éier,s &3 I believe each had ep some part of a wniform: but nene had

e full uniform and diden untill we were rea&y te lesve, T Wore that shirt
I left kheme ir twe menths without wasing it but eonce, +hink el 18

was balled out about twiee a day for not deing %@meu31a° thet T sheuld
have done: and coulden in me wey gel use %e this ermy “1 e+ eyery time
eny body would tell me e de somethlﬂg I would loek up %e see witch was £

the larpgest, T was use te that o188 way eof eating what T wonted like you
brought me up by coeking semething t}at I lﬂkea regardless ef the treuble
. you went to to do it and eould not eat but about one meal aaa*.,?hen is
when I begin be think T had made a bad deal by jeining the army, &nd wrote
these wo-be-gone letters, " those were the day,s of a roekiel and my what
day,s I thought they were, About the time we were rea dy te leave T was :
beginning to get on to the ermy life, and was'ent tu£1;~ things quite so
hard,

S



6n the 26th of July at 3 pm we 1eft old Atlenta, to ses the world

throuzh a poart hele, or te come 1o Trance.
To give you some idea off the wonderful send off the people of Atlanta

gave

(1) We had a michty nice trip te New Yark, arrived there sbout 12 o,clock

us,find it necmessary to write that piece of poetry calleds

" ONLY A VOLUNTHEER *

Why diden T wait to be drafted

And be led te the brain by & band

Why diden I put in & claim for exemption
Oh'! why did T held up my hand.

=

Why diden T waft for a benguit
Why diden T wait for a cheer

Tor the drafted men get the credit
T am enly & volunteexr

Hebody gave me banguit

Nebody said & kind word

The grind of the engine wheel
Was a1l the geodby that T heard

- Phen off to the camp I was hustled
=S

To be drilled for the rest of the year

And 311 in 2 shuffle Fforgetton = =
For T was only a velunteer e ~
: {knee

Lud perhaps some day-iu the futher when 2 1ittle bey sits on my

Ang ask whet T 4id in the conflict :
T will haft to loek back to the eyes that so trusting peer
And say thet T missed being draféed feor I was only & volunteer,

July 28, At T pm we walked up the gangplank on the OLD Carmenia, 2 Cunard f

%)

Iiner, tonnage of about 22,000, on beard there was about 3,006 seldier,s
The 12th. Regiment of Bugineers, and us the 0ld relisble 17th.Bngineers.
T hed never gotton te the bloedy bottem" as the English call it" before
she drew ancher and pulled oubt, Ve was then without a convoy, was to take -
it uwp in Halifex Canada. We anchored there in Halifax herber W witch was X
later blewn to peieces by the explesion of ean smunition ship” en the evening
of August 1, lsy in there untill the afterncon of the 2 then With the ’
convey of six ships pulled out fer s zig zag accross the broad Atlantic.

Our duty,s while coming over was te go through beat drill frem twice
to a dozen times a day, with a few army fermstions, abeve all te ware
that everlasting 1ife belt, sleep in it and eat in it. T sleep on deck
for the first three nights out of Halifex, as it was hot and Ohl what
en suwful scent dewn where my bunk, berth, or bed was, then they made us
_come off of deek afid sleep down in what T eall that Hell hele. The eat,s
was & fright, my T would have give my soul for one of these el1d home made
honest to Ged bisecuit. It was dmpossiable for me to eat over one meal &

éayg

and even at that it was s haft te.
As luek would have it T diden get real sea sick, every time T would

fgel like it was ceming,to the deck I would go, and lay dewn untill it

was over, or untill I forgot sbeut it laukhing at seme other poor fellew |
feeding the fish. T laughed at Boyd and Frank untill they wes tempted
to throw me overboard; they was kindly like Pewgiiix Denzel said he was
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Siek from the day they went on untill they came off,

After 14 long days we anchored in Liverpeoel Fmgland, & crowd of hugary

thirsty, breke soldier,s, not eny of us had eover a dime to save our life,
herefore coulden even buy enything., We was put enithe train and sent out
to some of Mr, Dorell s so called tent,s " & camp out at Seulberry planes
shout Forty miles from Londen, stacked up in those tents twelve strong,
hardly room te give these coeties that we brought off of the ship reom

to0 turn ever or get im & new place, It diden rain but once & momth ever
there that was frem the ' Ystito thé 3lst providing there was thirty one
day,s in the month. , ' : ,

We landed in Liverpeoel the 12 snd stayed out at this csmwp, untill :
the 14, on the merning of the 14 we went up to see King George &nd mede
him & perade, the first that had been made by American seldier,s in
seven houndred yesr”s, or since Ullliam the conguepr, He gave us one
of those l1ittle banquits like you re=d of him giving President Woedrew
Wilson; after marching sbout eight miles ever Londen getting & wonder -
reception frem the Fnglish people we went back out te camp. The next
morning left for Southamption, Bhere taken a cattle boat to cress the
Channel fer France; landed in Te Harve France the afterneon of dnpust
17, 1917, Was sent to some more of these misersble tents and spent the =2
night, next morning taken some more of these one horse wagen bex cars,
Toealied-2nirelass French passenger cars " : ,

On that great day of Augzust 19, 1919 we steped off of the trainm here,
nene of us had changed clothes sinee we left*Atlante, and heden't had
& reel mesl since then, yeu cen smagon us some hungsry sweebt smelling
soldier,s, I was so hungary untill I fellt 1ike thess BEsrthwermes that
you go fishing with would be goed. 7hen T pulied offff my clothes thatxwizg
them over on the ground they broke all to peices, they

ok s

night and threw then
was so rotten-ZIZT* |

i
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Tt's true we was & crowd of nasty, hungary, tired fellows, but it
diden ge hard with euy of us we all carried that smile; we was hers 1o

.

de our bit and every fellow was taking things as they came,

£ =
We had nothing te sleep on but Mother Earth, we lay our blanket
on it snd went with the Sun, Prom light te dark, We had to build from XE

<

ground mp, As soon as we landed here it was evident that the sueecess of
our armies depended en the way they was moved and supplied. Hense,
trancpobtation loomed up &t the start ss & vitel facter, The difficultie
that lay in our wey were meny. After three years of wer the wear ond Xmm
tear on the railway facilities of PFrence, without sdecuate renewsal, was
terrifie. Forty per cent of its leading reads Nerth was in the hands of |
the enemy. Bvery ocean gateway of eny consequence was in continual use, _
The six lergest pofrts were occupied wholly or in part by the British, ‘
and therefore could not stand the strain of added American tonnage.
Besides, if we was to have our full job ebeard we had to have our own ¥®
ports. Te move our srmies and the necessary quantity of subsistences and
equipment fet their upkeep, engines cars, termdnalst.. & whele reilway
system-~ had to be reared. , ' — ' :
But we got buisy., Then we came this yéﬁ;ﬁ could net disecharge not
over four thousand temnage = day, te day we are hendling 12,000, we have
constreted fifty great warehouses that comprise 2 eity of supply. "e have
1inked ware houses and decks with more than & houndred miles of trecks
and spurs-- seme of them on concrete roadbed, we will soon have it com-



pleted 2nd eaquel to eny yard in the world, with two houndred and fifty g
miles of rails. e have increased the basin fecilities until to-day there ’
are berths for twenty-one ships of big tonnage, Foubteen vessels can dis- 1
charge at the same time, Where only twe cohld,when we came, '"e have ;
furnished the entire base with water . Constructed a complete wetervsystem
with o cepacity of six million gallons & ddy. A five houndred thousand
gallon reserviéir was what I was working on last winter. e heve built
several hespitals, oneﬁo scommidate fotty thousand bed patients,

Tast winter was achard winter, rain snow and a fierece wind, but’
nothing delayed the game we carried it through,, and te think now we are .
going homé,

Ag it is getting late and I am getting cosl am going to quit, however
T could write allnight when it comes to writing something. But T trust
that you can weit for a little while longer. Be good and look for me
when you get the wire T am coming,
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Best wishes to all:

Your son :e
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