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Form 1

BIOGRAPHICAL MEMORANDA

IN REFERENCE TO

GORDON McCLBLLAN MERCER

S Great care should be exercised in filling the blanks which follow, Data should be fuil and accurate. The facts
- given will form the basis for sketches, and if wanting in detail or if carelessly prepared, the sketches will be
correspondingly deficient. The facts called for have reference to the subject of the sketch.
Collect all data and examine blank carefully before attempting to fill.
Attach sheets of this size for additional data.

1. Full name (do not use initials) : Gordon lcllellan Mercer.

pelleau Wood June 6,1218

2. Present P. 0. (give last address, with date of death if dead)

3. Exact date and place of birth: on.. N0V« :_[8 , 1896 at _dJefierson,Ala?

in the county of..2I8Ng0 State of .. Alabama

4. Full name of the subject’s father:...Thomas Barton Mercer born at
¥ills Springs  in the county of..Fayne L. State of Kentucky.

He lived at Mills Springs Kyv.until grown,moved to Waco,Texas about 1870

Give also any particulars concerning him, as official position, war services, ete., books written by, ete.

_came to Alavama 1873 and lived there until his death at Jefferson

-

yarengo Co.Ala. fSL;Xﬁ L= 190l - RS qaki T Pl e

= ==0” Y ‘was the son of

John Oaldwell Mercer and his wife2athexine Eleanor Weaver,

Full name . Full name

Emma Elizabeth Mercer

5. Maiden name in full of the subjeet’s mother: She was
Wr-es e
the daughter of Jéhn Wesile Berry - and his wife America Ann QOakley
Full name Full name

who lived at___9eiferson,Marengo County,Ala.

6. Remarks on Ancestry. Give here any and all facts possible in reference to your parents, grand-
parents, great-grandparents, etec., not included in the foregoing, as where they lived, offices held,
Revolutionary or other war service; what country the family came from to America, where first
settled, county and State; always giving full names (if possible) and never referring to an ancestor
simply as such without giving the name. It is desirable to include every fact possible, and to that
end the full and exact record from old Bibles should be appended on separate sheets of this size,
thus preserving the facts from loss: = ; S — =

The Mercer family came Ifrom Scotland and settled in Virginia,from .
there they moved to Kentucky. Vit

The father of John Caldwell Mercer was John Mercer & rexwtive of
“GeneTal iercer oi Revolutionary war fame:

_The _mother of John Caldwell Mercer was.fatherine Fisanor Weaver the
daughter of Elijah Weaver who married Eleanor Ford.

Gordon HMcUlellan Mercer's maternal grandmother was America Ann Oakley,
the daughter of Emily Douglass,born 1809,Edgefield District South Caro-
Tingand - WiTllam AITan Osklsy 6T Richmond,Va . Pora Harch Tet 180T at 2
Cumberland Co.Courthouse,Va.

His grandfather John Wagjaey Berry was born Feb.5,1831 in Ed%gfield
District 8.8. and served in the Confederate Army throughout the Civil
wartA grand uncle Sidney Berry also served throughout the 8ivil War.
with the Confederate forces.
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Thoee maternal wncles..Thomas. ,Allan and. dojuin Oakley

Seven-Pimeg VETand Jandan
coysred. from the; effecte. of hig. wound;
Allan-Oakley-was—killed —at—the- battiewuf*chicaﬂaﬁga.

served in the COnfederdte Avmgmdh@maa was . killed-at the battle éf

7. Early education—where obtained, incidents, names of teachers: Barly education at.

Jefferson,Ala.,under tutelage of Mrs,B.A.Wooten&Two ysars high
schocg at Linden,Ala.,under Prdf"ularke twe years high school
Dam0polis,A1a.under Prof. Heoevex.

8. College education—where attended, and 'yearu\f' graduation, with college honors and degrees:

“with B, A.degrae June 1916 .Dr.Hobson Nur*gg;?residant MM, I,
Attended the University of Ala.Tuscaloosa,Ala in fall of 1916.
D iGeorge Denny. Fres.lniv.of Alal T

9 Professwnal educat:on if any—where obtamed date of graduatmn wuh deg1 ees:

u&*y 1917 Gordon lcO.Mercer Joined his sistar Geneva Hercer an
artist.who M8 associated with the famous s8ulptor Guiseppe Mo-—
retti in his Pittsburg stimdio his intention at that time being to
work and study.-Temporarily he accepted a position with the Colum-
Pid Heating oo as draftsman, . Immegiately after vur-deciaration—of
war on @Germany he enlisted in the U.S.Marine Corps.dsclaring at the

""“‘ti‘mS"'“t‘i‘l'a"b"“he'""f‘&fi’."l'."“'i‘t““‘bﬁ“"b3'"’3'.\:1“3‘“‘\'j:'tl'""3'f}"""5‘0""‘f‘i"81’1%"“f'O’I"“"‘hiﬂ'"“emm“md
that his place was"in kaki".At this time he was not 21 years ol
Bf8

11. Every civil office held—city, county, State or national, with exact dates as far as possible. If

ever a member of the Legislature, give date of session:

12. Miscellaneous: Reform movements, influence on affairs, ete:




13. Political party—official position, committee work in, ete.:

Wilsonian Democrat.

14, Church connection—with official position, if any: Regular attend&n_t Baptist

Church.

15. If a member of the Masons, Odd Fellows, or other secret order, give names, with official posi-
tion, if any:

Not of age at time of enlistment hence ineligible tec membership
< dn Masonic and other orders. '

Was initiated into the Kappa Sigma Traternity by Beta Chapter

at the University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa,Dec.lZ,1216.

16. Titles of books written or edited. Give exact copy of title page, with the number of pages

the book contains:
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17. Maiden name in full of the subject’s wife, with daie and place of marriage:

Not married

She was the daughter of and his
Full name

wife : who lived at
Full name

Give also other and full particulars of wife's ancestry, as far as possible:
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18. Military record: (1) exact rank, (2) name of commands and commanders, (3) date and
places of service, (4) heroic or trying incidents personal to your service, all as full as possible, and

if necessary on separate sheets of paper: ll@rcer-122 Q995 ,Gordon MeGlsllan,lorporal.

8%rd.Co.3rd.Pattallion,6th.Reg.U.8.Marines ,2nd.Division.Corvs Comman
dexr,General. [ BVE S Reg.Com.Col Codxx\sw

fntered trainink at Paris Island S.0.May 18,1917.trained at Paris Is-
.4and and Quantico Ya.,salled for France =-0¢%.26,1917.

1anded at Brest,France Nov,18,1917. with the 83rd.Go.6th.Reg.U.S,Mari

88,

AtBordeaux from Nov.21st.1817 to Jan 8,1918,assigting the Engineers

Ol AmeTican nocks.

At Chaumont LaVille=Jan ,8th. to mMarch I4th.I1918 undergoing intensive

“1Iatntng'ﬁTﬁﬂErﬁtbr?”fﬁ“gﬁiﬁﬁ“tﬁ"frﬁnt “IiTig T TTSncHeE .

Yerdun Sector March 15th.to March 14th.ISI8.,First experience in fron

“Tine—-trenches:

?itry Le Francois, way 13th.to 20th.1918-intensive training behind the

.L.I.H.UD

Montagny May 22nd.%o 30th.IS18.

-Hay-Sothybecoration-Dayreceived- umgantuﬁa}%”rroﬂrthe ----- Marshalii-—of

France to assist in checking the Germans rapid advance on Paris.

~Bglleau-TJeeds - June-istrte—June-8th. 1918,

1t was here on the afternoon of June 6th.,Corporal Mercer was killed

-while making-an-attack-on.--the German. machine.. -gun--positions....

He was appointed.Corporal Bept.17th.I917 and was under orders to re—

nort at next officars ifraining camp for comisgsi on., '-',.'

His grave is located in tna American Cemetery betwe W
: 2 ¥ood., arave #108. /’rmenc_m\ hb!?G’!-Sa:hon D Pf'a’f?

In 3ccordaaca with Gensral Order No. 75 ,C0oxporal lercer would have bee

entitled %o the Victory Medal with one battle clasp.This Victory yedal

with nattle n~lasp was conferred upon his mother posthunously.

19. Full llst of chlldren (lf any) of the sub;ect of the sketch Wlth full names of husbands or
wives of each, in case of marriage, with present place of residence and P. 0., numbering them in
regular order, viz:

(1)

The foregoing data was prepared by his mother, § ?ym ; Exuv\,w\.—.c,. (}?t %"—MJ@L-

(Mre)Emma Berry Mercer

Name

FB i x?.-a?. - mnon
Diata bruary 19 Demopolis Ala.

Address



