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Background Information:   

• The following links will provide a brief overview of Alabama’s Constitution of 1901, some additional 
resources, and student activities/lesson plans: 

  http://www.alabamamoments.state.al.us/sec37.html 
  http://www.archives.alabama.gov/teacher/ccon/index.html 

http://encyclopediaofalabama.org/face/Article.jsp?id=h-1598 
• The Alabama State Legislature’s Web site will provide you an overview of all of Alabama’s 

constitutions with links to transcriptions of each of the constitutions. 
http://www.legislature.state.al.us/misc/history/constitutions/constitutions.html 

•  The digitized copies of the 1819, 1861, 1865, 1868, 1875, and 1901 Alabama Constitutions on the 
Alabama Department of Archives and History’s Web site will allow your students to see the original 
documents. 

 
Overview of lesson:  This is a single-subject lesson which has both lecture and student collaboration.  It may 

 be presented as a part of Alabama history or in conjunction with lessons on the United  
States Constitution. 

Content Standards  
Alabama Course of Study:  Social Studies (Bulletin 2004, No. 18) 

  Tenth Grade:  Standard 4, p. 71 
Eleventh Grade:  Standard 2, p. 75 

  Twelfth Grade:  Standard 4, p. 89 
 

Social Studies Item Specifications for the Alabama High School Graduation Exam  
(Bulletin 2000, No. 49) 
Standard V-2 Evaluate the concepts, developments, and consequences of industrialization and 

    urbanization. 
• Alabama’s 1901 Constitution 

 
National Standards for Civics and Government, 1994 

Standard III. How does the government established by the Constitution embody the purposes,  
           values, and principles of American democracy? (p. 110) 

• C.  How are state and local governments organized and what do they do?  
      (p. 113) 

 

http://www.alabamamoments.state.al.us/sec37.html
http://www.archives.alabama.gov/teacher/ccon/index.html
http://encyclopediaofalabama.org/face/Article.jsp?id=h-1598
http://www.legislature.state.al.us/misc/history/constitutions/constitutions.html
http://digital.archives.alabama.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/voices&CISOPTR=3246&REC=3
http://digital.archives.alabama.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/voices&CISOPTR=3398&REC=5
http://digital.archives.alabama.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/voices&CISOPTR=3253&REC=2
http://digital.archives.alabama.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/voices&CISOPTR=3384&REC=4
http://digital.archives.alabama.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/voices&CISOPTR=3393&REC=6
http://digital.archives.alabama.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/voices&CISOPTR=3476&REC=1
http://www.alsde.edu/html/sections/documents.asp?section=54&sort=5&footer=sections
https://docs.alsde.edu/documents/91/AHSGE%20Item%20Specifications%20for%20Social%20Studies.pdf


 
National Council for the Social Studies, 1994 

Standard VI Power, Authority, and Governance (p. 94) 
c.  analyze and explain ideas and mechanisms to meet needs and wants of citizens,  
     regulate territory, manage conflict, establish order and security, and balance  
     competing conceptions of a just society 

 
National Standards for History, 1996 

  Era 3:  Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820s) (p. 89) 
   3A  The student understands the issues involved in the creation and ratification of the  
          United States Constitution and the new government it established 
  
Primary Learning Objective(s): 

• The student will compare and contrast key elements of the United States Constitution and the Alabama 
Constitution of 1901, the current constitution of Alabama. 

• The student will analyze and explain selected amendments to the Alabama Constitution of 1901. 
 

Additional Learning Objective(s): 
• Students will explain features of the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights. 

 
Time allotted:  60 minutes 
 
Materials and Equipment:   

• Copies of the United States Constitution (usually located in the textbook) and pertinent portions of the 
Alabama Constitution 

• Alabama’s 1901 Constitution PowerPoint 
 

Technology Resources Needed: 
• Computer 
• Internet access 
• PowerPoint or Keynote (the first eleven slides can be used as a review of the United States Constitution) 
• LCD projector 
• Windows Media Player or Apple QuickTime 

 
Background/Preparation:   

National Public Radio interview concerning Alabama Constitution reform: 
          http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=100691170 
 
Web site with the entire text of the Alabama Constitution of 1901 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  You will need to preselect and print amendments that deal with your county and/or  

     may be of interest to your students.  You need enough for groups of three to four  
    students. 

 
 
 

http://www.archives.alabama.gov/ahei/The_1901_Constitution_of_Alabama.ppt
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=100691170
http://www.legislature.state.al.us/CodeOfAlabama/Constitution/1901/Constitution1901_toc.htm


 
 
Procedures/Activities:   

Engagement/Motivation Activity: 
The teacher will lead a discussion about the preambles to constitutions of other nations using slide twelve. 
Address the ages of modern nations and similarities to the United States Constitution.  Students should point out 
similarities between preambles. 
 
Step 1    
 

The teacher will have the students open their textbooks to the United States 
Constitution. The teacher will refer to slide thirteen, picturing the Alabama Constitution 
of 1901, and ask the students to identify similarities between the Alabama Constitution 
and the United States Constitution. The teacher will ask the students if there are any 
similarities between the Bill of Rights found in the United States Constitution and the 
Declaration of Rights found in the Alabama Constitution. 

Step 2    
 

The teacher will explain the definition of “home rule.”  The teacher will introduce the 
phrase “shabby origins.” The teacher will say, “As we listen to the audio clip, jot down 
on your paper examples of what the speaker considers to be ‘shabby origins’ of the 
Alabama Constitution.” The teacher will play the audio clip from NPR which introduces 
the Alabama Constitution of 1901.  The students will share the examples they recorded. 

Step 3    
 

The teacher will place students in groups of three or four and hand out the preselected 
amendments from the 1901 Constitution to the student groups. Each group should be 
given a different amendment.   

Step 4     
 

The teacher will allow the students five to ten minutes to read their respective 
amendments, update the language (if necessary), and formulate their opinions of the 
amendments. The students will then present their respective amendments to the class for 
debate and a vote. 

Step 5 The teacher will ask the students, “How would the existence of ‘home rule’ in the 
Alabama Constitution eliminate the large amount of amendments dealing with local 
issues?” 

Step 6 
 

Have students fill out the attached Venn diagram comparing and contrasting the United 
States and Alabama Constitutions. 

 
Assessment Strategies:   

• A simple Venn diagram may be used assess the students.  Students should list four items unique to the 
United States Constitution, four items unique to the Alabama Constitution of 1901, and four items they 
have in common. 

Extension: 
• The lesson can go into greater depth by including constitutions for other states (or nations) throughout 

history.  Suggestions include the Missouri Constitution, the Kansas LeCompton Constitution, or the 
Confederate Constitution.  Students should compare and contrast the time periods and circumstances 
surrounding each. 

 
 



 
 
Remediation:  

• The student can compare the length and number of amendments of the United States Constitution and 
the Alabama Constitution. 

Accommodation: 
• There are several amendments dealing with the promotion of agriculture and livestock in the state.  

Pictures of the particular crop or animal may be included with the text of the amendment.  The debate 
over the amendments may be replaced with discussion.  Students may also create advertisements for the 
promotion of the various industries. 

Modification: 
• The requirements of the Venn diagram may be changed to two items per category. 
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