
Title of Lesson:  Prelude to the Creek Indian War 
(Suggested grade level: 4) 

 
This lesson was created as a part of the Alabama History Education Initiative, funded by a generous grant from 
the Malone Family Foundation in 2009. 
 
Author Information: Kris White (Cohort 2: 2010-2011) 

Bear Exploration Center 
   Montgomery County Public School System  
   Montgomery, AL 
 
Background Information:   

Background information for teacher: 
• In this excerpt from her journal, Peggy Dow discusses passing through Alabama with her husband, 

Lorenzo, an itinerant preacher from Connecticut. She describes the landscape, accommodations, 
traveling conditions, and acquaintances met along the way. She also mentions her anxiety while moving 
through Creek Indian territory. The journal was written in the 1810s and published in 1833. 

• Plan a Think – Pair – Share Activity as follows: Give individual students one minute to think about the 
question/response, then two minutes for paired students to discuss their thoughts, and finally, three 
minutes for pairs to share with their group. After time is up for Think – Pair – Share Activity, the teacher 
will call the attention of the students back to a whole class activity, and groups will be randomly called 
upon to share their answers. For time management purposes, plan to have only one or two groups share 
their reflections for each paragraph with the class.  
 
The following links will provide background information and additional lesson plans for teachers on the 
Creek War of 1813-1814: 

• http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/face/Article.jsp?id=h-1820 
• http://www.archives.alabama.gov/timeline/index.html 
• http://www.archives.alabama.gov/teacher/creekwar/creek.html 
• http://www.alabamamoments.state.al.us/sec04.html 

 
 
Overview of lesson: Students will study the culture of American Indians and settlers in Alabama during the  
             early 1800s. Using a primary source document – a journal entry written by Peggy Dow in  
             the 1810s and published in 1833 – students will travel with a woman as she and her family  
             journey through Alabama on their way to Louisiana. Students will analyze parts of the  
            document to learn how the settlers and Indians related to one another. 
 
Content Standards 

Alabama Course of Study: Social Studies (Bulletin 2004, No. 18) 
 Fourth Grade: Standard 1, p. 29 
 Fourth Grade: Standard 3, p. 30 
Alabama Course of Study: English Language Arts (Bulletin 2007) 
 Fourth Grade: Standard 8, p. 27 
 Fourth Grade: Standard 9, p. 27 
 
 
 
 

http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/face/Article.jsp?id=h-1820
http://www.archives.alabama.gov/timeline/index.html
http://www.archives.alabama.gov/teacher/creekwar/creek.html
http://www.alabamamoments.state.al.us/sec04.html
http://www.alsde.edu/html/sections/documents.asp?section=54&sort=5&footer=sections
http://www.alsde.edu/html/sections/documents.asp?section=54&sort=2&footer=sections


National Standards for History, 1996 
 Standards in History for Grades K-4 (p. 25) 
Topic 2, Standard 3 – The people, events, problems, and ideas that created the history of their state. 
(p.29)  

3E: The student understands the ideas that were significant in the development of the state and 
       that helped to forge its unique identity. 

 
Primary Learning Objective: 

• The student will locate the Alabama places and rivers described in Peggy Dow’s journal. 

 

• The student will locate and use facts from textual information to describe episodes from Peggy Dow’s 
journal. 

• The student will compare and contrast the views of the settlers with those of the Creeks and predict the
outcome of the relationship between the two groups. 

 
Additional Learning Objective: 

• Assuming the role of a child of an early Alabama settler, the student will write about his/her feelings 
using sensory descriptors. 

 
Time allotted:  30 minutes 
 
Materials and Equipment:   

• Copy of document: Journal of Peggy Dow (A copy with numbered paragraphs is attached.)  One copy
per student is needed. 

 

 

   Note: The attached copy of this journal includes numbered paragraphs for ease of use with the Think – 
Pair – Share Activity. The hyperlinked document does not have numbered paragraphs. 

• Document-based Questions for Journal of Peggy Dow (attached)   One copy is needed for the teacher. 
• Wagon Wheel Assessment sheet (attached) One copy per student is needed.
•   Wall map of Alabama or the southeastern United States 

 
Background/Preparation:   

Students should have a basic understanding of: 
• The lands American Indians inhabited in the area we now call Alabama; 
• American Indians’ relationship with the land; 
• The conflicts between the Americans and the British. 

 
Procedures/Activities:   

Engagement/Motivation Activity: 
The teacher will introduce the lesson with these questions and comments: “Are we there yet?” “How 
much longer?” “I’m hungry!” “Mom, she’s bothering me again!” The teacher will then ask the students 
about trips they have taken when they heard or said similar things. The teacher will say: “What do you 
do to pass the time on long car rides or trips? Do you read? Do you write? Has anyone ever kept a 
journal or a diary while on a trip? Today, we will read part of a journal written by a woman traveling 
with her family through Alabama to Louisiana in the early 1800s.” 
 
 
 

http://digital.archives.alabama.gov/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/voices&CISOPTR=1826&CISOBOX=1&REC=1#metajump


 
Step 1    
 

The teacher will distribute copies of the Journal of Peggy Dow to each student. 

Step 2    
 

The teacher will read the entire document aloud, and students will follow along 
on printed copies of the document. 

Step 3    
 

The teacher will write the three document-based questions on the board. These 
questions are included on the attached Word document: Document-based 
Questions for Journal of Peggy Dow. 

Step 4     
 

The teacher will model expectations by asking document-based questions for 
Paragraph 1. Read the questions and give the students Think – Pair – Share time. 
When modeling for the whole class, explain to the students how they will 
manage their time and activities. Think – Pair – Share Activity information is 
included in the background/preparation box, and Document-based Questions for 
Journal of Peggy Dow is attached. 

Step 5 Students will use Think – Pair – Share discussion format to discuss document-
based questions for Paragraphs 2, 3, 4, and 7. The teacher will walk among the 
groups to monitor discussions, to provide prompts as needed, and to ensure that 
students draw valid conclusions. 

Step 6 After the activity time is up for Think – Pair – Share, the teacher will call the 
attention of the students back to a whole class activity. Students will be 
randomly called upon to name places or rivers discussed in the journal and will 
locate them on a wall map of Alabama or the southeastern United States. 

Step 7 The teacher will wrap up the discussion by asking the last two questions on the 
attached Document-based Questions for Journal of Peggy Dow. If responses are 
not factual or valid, the teacher will share the responses given on the document. 

Step 8 After the discussion, the teacher will pass out the Wagon Wheel Assessment 
sheet; explain the activity to the students; and have them complete the 
assessment. After the assessment activity is complete, the teacher will collect the 
assignment and the copies of the journal. 

 
 
 
Assessment Strategies:   

• In each of the spokes of the Wagon Wheel Graphic Organizer provided, students will write the name of 
one place or river that Mrs. Dow wrote about in her journal. In each of the spaces between the spokes, 
students will describe one observation or inference they make after reading the Journal of Peggy Dow. 
Finally, students will think about how they might have felt if they had been a child on this journey. In 
one or two sentences, they will use at least three of the five senses to describe their feelings. (Wagon 
Wheel Assessment attached.) 

 
• Value of Responses:  

Observations/Inferences and Places/Rivers: 8 points each 
  Sensory Description: 20 points 
 



Extension: 
• Have students keep a journal for five days in which they record the observations and feelings of an 

imaginary child settler as he/she journeys through the Alabama territory. Then they may share and 
compare their journal entries with classmates. 
 

Remediation:  
• Pair a strong reader with one who needs extra assistance. 

Accommodation: 
• Do not count off for spelling. 
• Require fewer answers, such as only assigning five of the ten wagon wheel responses or eliminating the 

descriptive writing portion. 
Modification: 

• Provide the student with a partially completed wagon wheel to be used as a guide. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Journal of Peggy Dow (1833) ADAH Q12202_Q12205  



 



 



 



Document-based Questions for Journal of Peggy Dow 
 

Students will use these questions for each of the assigned paragraphs with the Think – Pair – 

Share Activity: 

 

1. What do you learn about the settlers in this paragraph? 

 

2. What do you learn about the Indians in this paragraph? 

 

3. What do you learn about the interactions between the settlers and the Indians in this 

paragraph? 

 

 

The teacher will use these questions for a wrap-up discussion. If responses given by students are 

not factual or valid, the teacher will share the responses shown with the questions below. 

 

1.  What was happening to cause the conflict between the settlers and the American Indians? 

 

Response: Settlers from Georgia and Tennessee were pushing into Creek land, the way of life of 

the American Indians was being threatened, and the deerskin trade was drying up. 

 

2. How could the American Indians respond? How did they respond? 

 

Response: Shawnee leader Tecumseh wanted to return to the Indians original way of life. Others 

wanted to adopt the ways of the settlers. This caused an internal division among Indians about 

1810. 

 



Wagon Wheel Observation Assessment of Journal Entry 
 

In each of the spokes of the wagon wheel below, write the name of one place or river 
that Mrs. Dow wrote about in her journal. In each of the spaces between the spokes, 
describe one observation or inference you made from the journal of Peggy Dow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Think about how you may have felt if you were a child on this journey. In one or two 
sentences, use at least three of your five senses to describe your feelings. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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