
Thaumatrope 

 

 

 

The Thaumatrope or “wonder turner” was invented by John 

Ayrton Paris in 1826. It is considered the first motion picture 

device. The Thaumatrope gives the illusion that a single 

picture is moving. In reality, there are two pictures. 

 

Materials: 

*Pattern   *Glue 

*Scissors   *String (twine or yarn) 

*Hole Punch  

Directions: 

1- Print out pattern (use card stock if desired). 

2- Cut out matching circle patterns. 

3- Color patterns. 

4- Lightly glue together. (Make sure one of the  

images is upside down.) 

5- Hole punch on the      dots. 

6- Tie one string through each hole. 

7- Hold the string in between your fingers and 

flip thaumatrope so strings twist. Gently pull 

back and watch as images move as one. 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=thaumatrope&start=390&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&tbo=d&rlz=1T4HPND_enUS312US261&biw=1228&bih=756&tbm=isch&tbnid=WfjRtAGTL7inZM:&imgrefurl=http://www.flickr.com/photos/thedevilswallpaper/5241528074/&docid=VxjItyBfLFiSqM&imgurl=http://farm6.staticflickr.com/5246/5241528074_4d47f6b795_z.jpg&w=640&h=567&ei=T10BUY2DNpPi9gSZ3YDABQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=225&vpy=374&dur=718&hovh=211&hovw=239&tx=134&ty=101&sig=117448261315190762243&page=13&tbnh=148&tbnw=151&ndsp=8&ved=1t:429,r:92,s:300,i:280


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


