
Dfa de los Muertos

Whirl igig

The Hispanic hol iday of  Dia de los Muertos,

or Day of the Dead, takes place dur ing the

f i rst  two days of  November.  Whi le the

ho l iday 's  observances inc lude spending

t ime in  cemeter ies ,  mak ing shr ines to  the

dead,  and d isp lay ing sku l f  and ske le ton

decorat ions, the occasion is joyful ,  rather

than scary .

Whi r l ig ig  is  a  name used to  descr ibe

anything that cont inuously whir ls,  moves,

or changes. During the Lgth century
(1800s,)  people used this word to descr ibe

chi ldren's wind-up mot ion toys.

Make a whirligig and give it a twirl!

Directions:

1. .  Cut out the skeleton shape.

2. Cut the dotted l ines.

3 .  Fo ld  f lap  A and f lap B back.  They should

fold on top of  each other.

4 .  P lace a  paper  c l ip  or  p iece or  tape a t  the

bottom of the A-B fold.

5 .  Bend b lade C away f rom b lade D in

oppos i te  d i rec t ions.

6 .  Throw the Whi r l ig ig  in  the a i r  and watch

what  happens!

Does your whir l ig ig turn clockwise or
counterclockwise? Switch and fold blades C and
D the other way. Now which way does i t  twir l?
Try di f ferent blade lengths and widths to
experiment with aerodynamics ( the study of
objects moving through air.)
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