Jesse Owens (1913-1980) was born in Oakville, Alabama. Throughout his high-school and

set three world records in one day. His greatest moment, however, was in the 1935 Olympic
Games in Berlin. Adolf Hitler and the Nazi party were in power in Germany at that time, and
they boasted that their athletes’ performances in the games would prove their theory of

Nordic racial superiority. Owens set Olympic records in the broad jump and 200m dash, tied

and was voted the greatest track-and-field star ever by the association of Sportswriters.
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college career, he was recognized as a track phenomenon. At Ohio State University, in 1935 he

the world record in the 100m dash, and ran on the 400 x 100m relay team that broke both the
Olympic and world records. Jesse Owens won four gold medals, defeated Hitler’s “Supermen”,
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