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BECOM NG ALABAMA: STATE PREPARES FOR ANNI VERSARI ES OF THE
CREEK WAR, CIVIL WAR, AND CIVIL RI GHTS MOVEMENT

St at e agenci es, nuseuns, historical organizations, and tourism

of ficials today announced the |aunch of Becom ng Al abama, a

statew de partnership for the comenoration of the Creek War,
the Gvil War, and the civil rights novenent. Speaking in the

hi stori ¢ House Chanber of the State Capitol, representatives of
the collaborative effort invited historical societies, schools,
and | ocal governnents to pronote their comrunities’ roles in the

state’s distinctive history.

Oficials also unveiled a | ogo conmm ssioned for the anniversary

period that can be used by organizations throughout the state to

pronote comrenoration activities.
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“We are about to pass through a renmarkabl e constellation of
anni versaries that coincide over the next five years,” said Ed
Bridges, director of the Al abama Departnment of Archives and
History. “This is a unique opportunity to focus on three

i nt erconnected struggl es that shaped who we are today.”

More than forty organi zations of all sizes have participated in
pl anni ng that began in April 2009, when tight budgets and
reduced staff nade the prospect of |arge comenorative efforts
daunting. By approaching the three historical periods
collectively, the partners were able to stretch limted
resources. They also realized that these three periods
collectively tell the major stories in the creation and shaping
of Al abama st at ehood and society, hence the thene and nane

“Beconm ng Al abama.”

Lawr ence Pijeaux, president and CEO of the Birm ngham G vi
Rights Institute, explained that the arrangenent allows an
organi zation to present prograns that fit its mssion while
conpl ementing the efforts of others. “This cooperative approach
enabl es each partner to stress its strength while contributing
to a | arger understanding of Al abama history as a whole,”
Pijeaux said. “It also nmeans that no organi zation is too smal
to take part, and we encourage the broadest participation

possi bl e.”
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Al abarma Heritage nagazine was an early participant in the
effort, and the Fall issue introduced at the press conference
includes the fourth installnent in an ongoi ng Becom ng Al abama
series. “We found Becom ng Al abama to be an opportunity for
partnership,” said Donna Cox Baker, the nmagazine's editor. “In
conjunction with the University of Al abama and t he Al abana
Tourism Departnment, we were able to devel op a new departnent of
articles witten by graduate students. Each quarter, these
pi eces give our readers an eyew tness view of events that were

unf ol di ng 200, 150, and 50 years ago.”

The Al abarma Touri sm Departnent comm ssi oned a Becom ng Al abama

| ogo that was introduced by Bridges and desi gner Susan Ganble, a
former Montgonery resident who has done extensive work for the
US. Mnt. The logo features a prom nent figure fromeach of the
three periods: Chief Menawa, a principal |eader of the Red Stick
Creeks; Confederate general Joseph Weeler; and civil rights

activi st Rosa Parks.

The Tourism Departnment will use the design in a series of
commenorative nedallions to be released in 2011, but the inage
is also being nmade freely avail able to Al abama organi zations for
use in pronoting comenorative activities. A web site to be

| aunched later in 2010 will provide a tineline of historical
events, a central listing of commenorative prograns throughout

the state, and links to |ocal organizations.
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Logo files and additional information on Becom ng Al abana may be

found at www. ar chi ves. al abama. gov/ ba/ .

Partnering Agenci es and Organi zati ons
Becom ng Al abarma has no formal | eadership structure, but these
partners have | ent resources and guidance in the early phases of

pl anni ng:

Al abarma Departnent of Archives and History
Al abarma Heritage Magazi ne

Al abarma Touri sm Depart nment

Birm ngham Cvil Rights Institute
Ear | yWor ks Museuns of Huntsville

Museum of Mobil e

O her partners include:

Al abama Fol klife Association

Al abama Hi storical Association

Al abama Hi storical Conm ssion

Al abama Humani ti es Foundati on

Al abama | ndian Affairs Conm ssion
Al abama Museuns Associ ation

Al abama Public Library Service

Al abama Public Tel evision

Al abama Shakespeare Festiva
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Al abama State Council on the Arts

Auburn Mont gonery Archives

Auburn University History Departnent

Bi r mi ngham Public Library

Bl ack Heritage Council

Caroline Marshall Draughon Center for the Arts & Humanities,
Auburn University

Encycl opedi a of Al abama

First Wite House of the Confederacy

Gadsden Museum of Art & History

Hor seshoe Bend National MIlitary Park

Jule Collins Smth Museum Auburn University

Mobile Visitors Center

National African American Archives & Museum Mbile

Nati onal Center for the Study of Cvil R ghts & African Anerican
Cul ture, Al abanma State University

Rosa Par ks Museum

Tannehi || lronworks Historical State Park

Uni versity of Al abama Hi story Depart nment

Uni versity of Al abama Press

Nunerous | ocal historical organizations and |ibraries
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